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Views on the Beginning of the World 


1. The Beginning of the World 

At the time when Heaven and Earth are created, some 
weightless, clear and subtle materials ascend in the air, thus 
Heaven comes into being; and some weighty and turbid 
materials agglutinate together, thus Earth comes into being. 
Heaven and Earth cooperate with each other, thus various 
things of the world are created. That can be known by 
examining the alternation of the hot and cold seasons, the 
movement of the sun and the moon and the alternation of day 
and night. And that can be explained with the various shapes 
and functions of a myriad of things. All things of the world 
originate with the cooperation between Heaven and Earth, 
and they all start to grow after they are separated from 
Heaven and Earth. Knowing that all things are created with 
the cooperation of Heaven and Earth, and that they all start 
to grow after they are separated, the order of Heaven and 
Earth can be maintained. When the order of Heaven and 
Earth has been maintained, the truth of a myriad of things 
can be mastered, and their shapes can be understood clearly 
as well. 

Heaven consists of nine parts and Earth consists of nine 
prefectures. There are nine mountains, nine natural strategic 
passes, nine big lakes, eight kinds of winds and six main 
rivers all across the world. 
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What are these nine parts of Heaven? The central part is 
called “the even sky”, and the important stars of this part are 
Jue (a of Virgo), Kang (a group of four stars also belonging 
to Virgo) and Di (a group of four stars, including a, c, y and 
3 of Libra). The eastern part is called “the blue sky”, and the 
important stars of this part are Fang (a group of four stars, 
including tc, p, § and 3 of Scorpio), Xin (a group of three 
stars, including a, a and r of Scorpio) and Wei (a group of 
nine stars also belonging to Scorpio). The northeast part is 
called “the ever-changing sky”, and the important stars of 
this part are Ji (a group of four stars belonging to 
Sagittarius), Dou (a group of six stars also belonging to 
Sagittarius) and Qian Niu (a group of stars belonging to 
Capricornus). The northern part is called “the black sky”, 
and the important stars of this part are Wu Nu (a group of 
stars belonging to Water Bearer), Xu (a group of stars 
including (3 of Water Bearer and a of Equuleus) , Wei (a group 
of three stars, including a of Water Bearer, 0 and e of 
Pegasus) and Ying Shi (a group of two stars, including a and 
3 of Pegasus). The northwest part is called “the dark sky”, 
and the important stars of this part are Dong Bi (a group of 
three stars, including v of Pegasus and a of Andromeda), Kui 
(a group of sixteen stars, nine of which belong to Andromeda 
and seven of which belong to Pisces) and Lou (a group of 
three stars—a,3 and 7 of Aries). The western part is called 
“the bright sky”, and the important stars of this part are Wei 
(a group of three stars belonging to Aries), Mao (a group of 
eight stars belonging to Taurus) and Bi (a group of stars also 
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belonging to Taurus). The southwest part is called “the red 
sky”, and the important stars of this part are Zi Xi (a group 
of three stars belonging to Taurus), Shen (a group of seven 
stars belonging to Orion) and Dong Jing (a group of eight 
stars belonging to Gemini). The southern part is called “the 
hot sky”, and the important stars of this part are Yu Gui (a 
group of four stars belonging to Cancer), Liu (a group of 
eight stars belonging to Hydra) and the Seven Stars (a group 
of stars belonging to Capricornus). The southeast part is 
called “the sunny sky”, and the important stars of this part 
are Zhang (a group of six stars belonging to Hydra), Yi (a 
group of twenty-two stars belonging to Hydra and Crater) 
and Zhen (a group of four stars, including |3,y,8 and e of 
Corvus). 

What are these nine prefectures? The area between the 
Yellow River and the Han River is called “Yu Zhou”, and it 
belongs to the royal family of the Zhou Dynasty. The area 
between the Qing River and the Xi River is called “Ji Zhou”, 
and it belongs to the state of Jin. The area between the 
Yellow River and the Ji River is called “Yan Zhou”, and it 
belongs to the state of Wei. The prefecture located in the east 
is called "Qing Zhou”, and it belongs to the state of Qi. The 
prefecture south of the Si River is called “Xu Zhou”, and it 
belongs to the state of Lu. The prefecture located in the 
southeast is called “Yang Zhou”, and it belongs to the state 
of Yue. The prefecture located in the south is called “Jing 
Zhou”, and it belongs to the state of Chu. The prefecture 
located in the west is called “Yong Zhou”, and it belongs to 
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the state of Qin. The prefecture located in the north is called 
“You Zhou”, and it belongs to the state of Yan. 

What are these nine huge mountains? They are Kuai Ji 
Mountain, Tai Mountain, Wang Wu Mountain, Shou Yang 
Mountain, Tai Hua Mountain, Qi Mountain, Tai Hang 
Mountain, Yang Chang Mountain and Meng Men Mountain. 

What are these nine natural strategic passes? They are 
Da Fen, Ming Ai, Jing Ruan, Fang Cheng, Xiao, Jing Xing, 
Ling Ci, Gou Zhu and Ju Yong. 

What are these nine great lakes? They are the Ju Qu 
Lake of the state of Wu, the Yun Meng Lake of the state of 
Chu, the Yang Hua Lake of the state of Qin, the Da Lu Lake 
of the state of Jin, the Pu Tian Lake of the state of Liang, the 
Meng Zhu Lake of the state of Song, the Hai Yu Lake of the 
state of Qi, the Ju Lu Lake of the state of Zhao and the Da 
Zhao Lake of the state of Yan. 

What are the eight different kinds of winds? The 
northeasterly is called Yan Feng C which means very hot 
wind). The easterly is called Tao Feng (which means strong 
wind originating from the sea). The southeasterly is called 
Xun Feng (which means gentle wind). The southerly is 
called Ju Feng (which means very heavy wind). The 
southwesterly is called Qi Feng (which means very sharp and 
unmerciful wind). The westerly is called Liu Feng (which 
means harmfully heavy and sharp wind). The northwesterly 
is called Li Feng (which means bitterly sharp wind). And the 
northerly is called Han Feng (which means fiercely chilly 
wind). 
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What are these six big rivers? They are the Yellow 
River, the Red River, the Liao River, the Black River, the 
Yangtze River and the Huai River. 

Within the Four Seas, the total land spans twenty-eight 
thousand li from east to west and twenty-six thousand li from 
north to south. The length of all the watercourses is eight 
thousand li and the total sum of all the river lengths is also 
eight thousand li. There are also six great basins, six 
hundred famous rivers, three thousand inland rivers and tens 
of thousands of small rivers. 

Within the Four Poles, the world spans five hundred 
million and ninety-seven thousand li from east to west, and it 
spans five hundred million and ninety-seven thousand li from 
north to south as well. 

The polar star is moving along with the sky, but the 
North Pole of the sky does not change its place at all. 

On the day of the Winter Solstice, the sun moves to the 
aphelion, passes the four poles of the sky by turns and at that 
time, the North Pole receives almost no sunlight. On the day 
of the Summer Solstice, the sun moves to the perihelion, and 
at noon it is directly above our heads in the middle of the sky. 
The North Pole is bright around the clock, but the South 
Pole is dark in the meantime. The white people live right at 
the centre of the world, under the God Tree. They leave no 
shadows at noon, and there is no echo when they shout 
loudly. 

The relationship between Heaven, Earth and a myriad of 
things of the world is just like the component parts of the 
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body of a person being united, and this is known as Great 
Harmony. On the other hand, there are different organs such 
as the ear, the eye, the nose and the mouth, as well as 
different crops and the hot and cold seasons, and this is 
known as Diversity. Thus, various things are in existence. 
Heaven creates a myriad of things and sages examine and 
master them. That can be explained by the origin of Heaven 
and Earth, the occurrence of thunder and lightning, the 
creation of a myriad of things and the peaceful lives of people 
and creatures as well. 

2. On Responding to Congeners 

Whenever a Son of Heaven is arising, Heaven must show 
some auspicious omens to the ordinary world. At the time of 
the Yellow King, abnormally huge earthworms and mole 
crickets showed up out of the will of Heaven. The Yellow 
King said, “Well, it shows that the Element of Earth is 
prevailing. ” Since the Element of Earth was prevailing, 
people of the Yellow King ’ s time respected the colour 
yellow, and everything was done in accordance with the 
Element of Earth. At the time of Yu of the Xia Dynasty, 
plants thrived even during autumn and winter out of the will 
of Heaven. Yu said, “Well, it shows that the Element of 
Wood is prevailing. ” Since the Element of Wood was 
prevailing, people of that time respected the colour green, 
and everything was done in accordance with the Element of 
Wood. When it came to the time of Tang, images of weapons 
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such as knife and sword appeared in the water out of the will 
of Heaven. Tang said, “Well, it shows that the Element of 
Metal is prevailing. ” Since the Element of Metal was 
prevailing, people of Tang’s time respected the colour white, 
and everything was done in accordance with the Element of 
Metal. When it came to the time of King Wen, there was fire 
in the sky, and then a red crow carrying a red paper was seen 
perched on the roof of the ancestral temple of the Zhou 
Dynasty. King Wen announced, “Look, it shows that the 
Element of Fire is prevailing. ” Since the Element of Fire was 
prevailing, people of King Wen’s time respected the colour 
red, and everything was done in accordance with the Element 
of Fire. The element that replaces the Element of Fire must 
be the Element of Water. Omens of water at first must show 
up out of the will of Heaven. When the Element of Water 
was prevailing, people of the new dynasty were to respect the 
colour black, and everything was to be done in accordance 
with the Element of Water. If people did not realize that the 
Element of Water was prevailing, they could not know that 
they should all act according to the Element of Water, and 
thus, it would turn to the Element of Earth. The Five 
Elements appear by turns according to the will of Heaven. 
However, they will not change their order to facilitate 
farming affairs. Congener things assemble together, congener 
smells mix together, and congener sounds respond to each 
other. And similar sounds put together are in harmony with 
each other. When Gong is played, it will give rise to the tone 
of Gong; when Jue is played, it will give rise to the tone of 
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Jue. When water is poured on the even ground, it will flow to 
the wet area; when fire is lit under evenly spread firewood, 
the dry firewood will burn first. Clouds among mountains 
look like thick grasses, those above the surface of water look 
like fish scales, those that appear during drought periods look 
like fire, and those that appear during the rainy season look 
like waves. They all look similar to the circumstances under 
which they occur. So, dragons can bring rain and shadows 
always follow the objects. Places where huge military actions 
have been taken will surely be covered with thorn bushes. As 
to the occurrence of good fortunes and misfortunes, the 
common people are likely to attribute it to fate. How could 
they understand the reason for it? 

If people living in an area often overturn birds’ nests and 
smash their eggs intentionally, the phoenix will not come to 
that place; if people living in an area often disembowel 
animals to eat their embryos, the Qi Lin (a mythical unicorn 
in Chinese legends) will not come to that place; if people 
living in an area often drain off pond and lake water to catch 
fish, dragons will not come to that place. There are 
uncountable phenomena showing that congener things always 
congregate. Fathers cannot restrain their own sons and 
similarly, a sovereign cannot restrain his court officials in this 
respect. People will get together if they are of a common 
purpose. Otherwise, they will separate and go their different 
ways. Hence, even though a sovereign is very powerful, if he 
takes white for black, the court officials should not agree 
with him unquestioningly; even though the father is the 
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closest relative, if he takes black for white, the son should 
not agree with him unquestioningly. The Yellow King said, 
“Our world is immeasurably vast, therefore, it is necessary 
for us to know how to conform to the authority of Heaven and 
how to regain the original vitality of both Heaven and Earth. ” 
So, it is said that maintaining the same vital energy is better 
than upholding the same standard of righteousness, 
upholding the same standard of righteousness is better than 
possessing the same power, possessing the same power is 
better than living together, and living together is better than 
sharing the same title. A sovereign who shares the same 
vitality as Heaven and Earth can unify the whole world and 
become a Di. A sovereign who can unify the people with his 
benevolence and righteousness can become a King. A 
sovereign who can unify the people with his military power 
can become one of the Lord-protectors. A sovereign who 
handles all government affairs in person will live among his 
people. Nevertheless, his virtues are superficial. And a 
sovereign who will be toppled and whose state will be ruined 
exists in name only. For people whose intelligence is inferior, 
their partners’ intelligence must be inferior too. For people 
whose intelligence is profound and subtle, their partners’ 
intelligence must be profound and subtle as well. So, people 
should weigh all things profoundly and scrupulously. 
Weighing things profoundly and scrupulously also accounts 
for the great achievements of the Five Di Ancestors and the 
Three King Ancestors. Birds of a feather flock together and 
people of the same kind get together. Yao was very kind. 
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Therefore, all sorts of good fortunes gathered around him. 
Jie was very tyrannical. Therefore, all kinds of misfortunes 
occurred to him. It is said in Shangzhen ,“Good fortunes and 
misfortunes occur out of the will of Heaven, nevertheless, 
they are all incurred by the was conducts of human beings. ” 
So, when a state is falling into disorder, it will definitely lead 
to aggression by foreign invaders. The state might not die out 
if the disorder is limited within its territory. However, when 
aggression by foreign invaders occurs, it will definitely be 
toppled—there will be no narrow escape. 

All military actions are carried out either to take 
advantage of the enemy state or to defend the principle of 
righteousness. If a disorderly state is attacked, it is always 
easy to subdue it. When it is subdued, the attacking state can 
benefit from it. If a disorderly state is attacked, it is always 
righteous to do so. When the war is righteous, it is 
honourable for the attacking state to take military actions. 
When both honour and benefits can be gained, even mediocre 
sovereigns will be likely to take such military actions, let 
alone the sensible and wise ones. Hence, it is of no use to 
cede territory, give up treasures, talk humbly or yield to the 
intruders to stop the aggression: the only thing that is 
powerful enough to stop aggression is to put the state in 
order. If a state is well organized, nobody will attack it for 
the sake of fame or benefits. When people plan to attack 
another state, they are normally doing it for either fame or for 
benefits. If they know for sure that they will not get what 
they want, they will not launch the attack—even though they 
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are strong and powerful enough. When Shi Mo returned from 
the state of Zhao after collecting information on the actual 
conditions of that state, Zhao Jianzi abandoned his plan to 
attack Wei. That is a good example. Zhao Jianzi really knew 
how and when to adapt military actions according to the 
circumstances. 

3. On Getting Kid of Excrescences 

While listening to others, there are normally some 
discrepancies between our own comprehension and the 
speaker’s original meaning. When discrepancies exist, the 
original meaning of the speaker will be altered. There are 
many factors leading to these kinds of discrepancies, and the 
most crucial of them is the inclination of the listener. Looking 
towards the east, you cannot see the west wall; looking 
towards the south, you cannot see what is happening in the 
north because your heart is preoccupied with something else. 

Once upon a time, there was a man who had lost an axe; 
he suspected that his neighbour’s son had stolen it. Judging 
from his gait, it seemed that he had stolen the axe; judging 
from his countenance, it seemed that he had stolen the axe; 
judging from the way he spoke, it seemed that he had stolen 
the axe; judging from his behaviour, all the indications were 
that he was the one who had stolen the axe. However, the 
man found his axe when he was inspecting the valley. Several 
days later, he came upon his neighbour’s son again. To his 
surprise, the son did not walk, look, speak or behave like a 
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thief any more. But the son of his neighbour had not 
changed. It was he himself that had changed. The reason for 
his change lay in the fact that his heart was preoccupied with 
bias. 

According to the traditions of the state of Zhu, people 
usually use silk fabrics to link armour plating. Gongxi Ji once 
told the sovereign of Zhu, “It is better to use silk string 
instead of silk fabrics. Armour can be made sturdy only when 
all those small holes are filled. If we use fabrics, there is no 
problem in filling those holes, but the armour made this way 
can only bear half the tensile stress. If silk string is used, not 
only can all the holes be filled, but the armour can also bear 
the full tensile stress. ” The sovereign of Zhu thought that 
was a good idea and he asked, “How can I get the silk string 
then?” Gongxi Ji replied, “If Your Majesty starts using silk 
string yourself, the people will make it spontaneously. ” 
“Great!” said the sovereign of Zhu. He then issued an order 
for all his officers to use silk string to link the armour 
plating. Gongxi Ji knew that his advice was followed and 
spreaded across the state, so he told his family to make 
string. Someone slandered Gongxi Ji in front of the sovereign 
and said, “Gongxi Ji wanted to use silk string to link armour 
because most of his family members are manufacturing 
string. ” The sovereign of Zhu was very unhappy with Gongxi 
Ji, so he recalled his order and put a stop to the officers using 
silk string to make armour. That also happened because there 
was bias in the heart of the sovereign of Zhu. If string proved 
to be really effective in the making of armour, would it be 
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harmful even though Gongxi Ji’s family might make a huge 
amount of string? If string proved to be useless, would it be 
of any benefit even though Gongxi Ji’s family had not made 
string at all? Whether Gongxi Ji’s family manufactures silk 
string or not should not pose any influence on his advice. The 
original reason for using silk string should be scrutinized. 

There was once an extremely ugly person in the state of 
Lu. Once his father met Shang Duo when he went out. The 
father came back and told his neighbours, “Surely Shang Duo 
is not as handsome as my son. ” As a matter of fact, Shang 
Duo was the most handsome of men and his son was the 
ugliest of them. Nonetheless, owing to the love for his son, 
the father considered him to be more handsome than the most 
handsome person. Hence, whoever knows that handsome can 
be taken for ugly and ugly can be taken for handsome will 
really know something about the states of attractiveness and 
ugliness. Zhuangzi said, “Staking a piece of tile, you will feel 
very composed; staking a hook, you will feel a little nervous; 
staking a gold bar, you will become extremely anxious. In 
this case, your skills remain the same. Nonetheless, you 
become nervous because valuable things are used as a wager 
in gambling. When valuable things are used as wagers, you 
will become clumsy.” In the above-mentioned case, Lu ’ s 
father had overestimated his own son. 

People usually behave ridiculously when their hearts are 
preoccupied with bias. For instance, the man of the Qi area 
looked forward to obtaining gold, and followers of Mozi in the 
state of Qin used to attack each other out of envy. Lao Dan 
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knew that well, so anything he did was natural and free from 
vulgarity like a tree. How could he be distracted with 
external things? 

4. On Listening to the Opinions of Others 

It is always necessary to examine what you have heard to 
see whether it is true to reality or not. Otherwise, you cannot 
tell right from wrong. And among disasters, nothing could be 
worse than not being able to tell right from wrong. The 
founders of the Xia Dynasty, the Shang Dynasty and the Zhou 
Dynasty could tell right from wrong, so they unified the 
world. At present, public morals are deteriorating. 
Moreover, principles held by sage sovereigns are no longer in 
existence. Contemporary sovereigns are addicted to all kinds 
of pleasures to entertain themselves. Therefore, huge bells 
and drums are made, and magnificent palaces and gardens are 
built. As a result, the financial resources of the common 
people are used up. Moreover, in order to give vent to their 
private wrath, without serious consideration they send their 
people to die for nothing. The old suffer from hunger and 
cold, and the middle-aged either die young or are driven from 
pillar to post. Besides, they face the threat of being held 
captive or even death. Casting a greedy eye on the territories 
of other states, the contemporary sovereigns would launch 
military actions against innocent states, and in order to seek 
more benefits, they would not hesitate to kill innocent 
people. Under such circumstances, isn’t it difficult for them 
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to safeguard their ancestral temples and stabilize their slates? 
Suppose someone said, "This fellow has a lot of treasures at 
home. Now that the back wall of his house has been damaged 
by moisture and his watchdog was dead, it should be an ideal 
opportunity to dig a hole in the wall and break into his 
house. ” Certainly everyone would condemn him. On the 
other hand, if we heard someone say, “Look, that state is 
suffering from a severe famine. Its fortifications are weak and 
they do not have enough weapons to protect themselves. We 
should take this advantage to attack it and take its territory. ” 
No one would condemn him. Why? Though people know very 
little about analogizing, it is said in Zhoushu, “ The past 
cannot be brought back and a bright future cannot be obtained 
simply by waiting. One who can rectify the morals of that 
time to make them good again should be addressed as the Son 
of Heaven. ” Hence, if there really is someone who can tell 
right from wrong, it is not difficult for him to unify the world 
and become a Son of Heaven. The crucial factor in this case is 
to take good care of the common people and provide them 
with as many benefits as possible. Taking good care of them 
and providing them with benefits should be the two greatest 
principles. Suppose that one had been alone at sea for about 
one month, he would be more than happy when a human-like 
figure could be caught in sight; if he had been sailing for one 
year, he would be more than happy to see any subject he had 
ever seen in the states of the central part of China. The 
longer one is cut off from the rest of the world, the more he 
hopes to rejoin the crowd. People of this troubled age have 
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not had a sage sovereign for a long time. Therefore, they 
long for this kind of sovereign day and night. Hence, the 
outstanding elites concerned with easing the burdens of the 
world ’ s common people must take that into serious 
consideration and exert themselves to act accordingly. 

Great achievements should be accomplished before you 
can gain fame, concrete actions should be taken before you 
can accomplish great achievements, and you should set forth 
your arguments first before you take concrete actions. If you 
do not know anything about the actual conditions of things, 
how could you trust what others say? If you do not carry out 
any investigation into the real situation, how could you know 
whether the others’ words are true or not? As to human 
language and that of the birds, are there any difference 
between the two of them? Are they just the same? Zao Fu 
learned the skill of driving with Da Dou. Pang Men learned 
the technique of archery with Gan Ying. Both of them had 
been deeply involved in learning and practised very hard, so 
they could reach distant destinations and catch up with other 
human beings or animals no matter how fast they could run. 
They could also prevent ferocious activities and remove all 
threats of violence to the common people. Human beings 
should cultivate their temperaments carefully, then they can 
listen to and comprehend others correctly. Even if they do not 
want to cultivate their temperaments, they should at least 
learn something. In the human history, there has been no 
such precedent that someone could listen to and comprehend 
others correctly without learning something as well. For 
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instance, the way Bai Gui rebuked Huizi, the way Gongsun 
Long persuaded King Zhao of Yan to end warfare and advised 
him how to deal with the Agreement of Kong Luo (made 
between Qin and Zhao), the way Kong Chuan attacked 
Gongsun Long and the way Zhai Jian criticised the law 
rectified by Huizi can all reflect this point of view. The 
arguments of these four people were all warranted. 
Therefore, attention must be paid to it. 

5. On Listening to Others Cautiously 

Yu was forced to stop frequently while taking a shower, 
and it was also common for him to be disturbed several times 
during each meal as he was engaged with intellectuals 
according to the rules of propriety. This allowed him to 
realize that he was not omnipotent in all fields, and realizing 
this meant that he would not vie with external things any 
more. Sage sovereigns treated intellectuals amiably and let 
them remain in their places. They would not interfere with 
intellectuals’ affairs but let them express themselves freely. 
In contrast, sovereigns about to be toppled and those whose 
states face ruin sooner or later always regard themselves as 
sensible and talented, and look down upon others. As a 
result, the persuasive talkers would rather not attempt to 
reason with them. These sovereigns only lay stress on their 
own opinions, and others ’ viewpoints will be totally 
overlooked. Thus, all their efforts will result in failure. If 
this is the case, will it be of any use even though they might 
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own the whole world? That is nothing but regarding darkness 
as light, regarding chaos as peace, regarding devastation as 
success and regarding danger as safety. That accounts for the 
perdition of the Shang Dynasty, the Zhou Dynasty and the 
execution of Bi Gan as well. These kinds of instances are 
uncountable. Sovereigns normally make mistakes in fields 
where they think of themselves as versatile and are sure of 
their capabilities, instead of in fields where they consider 
themselves laymen and are in cautious doubt of their own 
abilities. So, even though you know something for sure, it is 
still necessary to examine it according to the law, check it 
according to the fixed standards and validate it according to 
destiny. Thus you will not make any mistake in telling right 
from wrong and unsuitable conduct can be avoided. 

Why was Yao so sensible that he devolved his authority 
over the world to Shun? Why was Shun so sensible that he 
devolved his authority over the world to Yu? They made such 
decisions according to what they had heard of them. They 
could judge people by what they had heard of them because 
they know how to maintain the inborn nature. The fatuous 
sovereigns of the present time do not know how to maintain 
the inborn nature. In addition, do they understand how the 
Five Di Ancestors and the Three King Ancestors could 
accomplish such great achievements? For them, the best 
thing would be to return to their inborn nature, and the 
second best would be to realize that there are still some things 
they do not know. They should investigate the things they do 
not know, and they should learn to enrich their knowledge, 
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as there are still some things they have not mastered. It is 
said in Zhouzhen, “It is never too late to learn something new 
and to enlarge your scope of knowledge if you are really 
committed to learning. ” Under the rule of sovereigns being 
committed to asking questions and learning, the Xia Dynasty, 
the Shang Dynasty and the Zhou Dynasty all achieved great 
prosperity. The root of all kinds of disasters is to consider 
yourself to be competent in fields where there are actually 
many things you do not know. Fame cannot be obtained 
without any reason, achievements cannot be accomplished 
without any reason, and the safety of a state cannot be 
guaranteed without any reason either. This kind of success 
can only be gained with the help of the sensible and talented. 
However, the thoughts of sensible and talented people are too 
abstract and obscure for the ordinary people to understand. 
Hence, if you do not treat the sensible and talented with 
respect, you cannot really be moved by them. If you are not 
really moved by them, you cannot know them well. And 
nothing could be more sinister than not being able to 
understand thoroughly the words of the sensible and talented 
people. 

If the sovereign is sensible and wise and the state is in 
order, the sensible and talented people will hold high 
positions; if the sovereign is fatuous and the state is in 
disorder, the sensible and talented people will hold menial 
positions. Now the Zhou Dynasty has been toppled and the 
Son of Heaven has been uprooted. Nothing could cause more 
chaos to the world than not having a Son of Heaven. When 
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there is no Son of Heaven, the powerful people will conquer 
the powerless ones and the majority will plunder the 
minority. People will use military forces to kill each other and 
conflicts will not cease. The situation of the contemporary 
time is exactly the same. So, at present, if sovereigns want 
to search for the sensible intellectual, they should look for 
them everywhere within the boundaries of the Four Seas, 
especially in valleys and the sequestered areas. There they 
might find them if they are lucky enough. If they really can 
win over these intellectuals, couldn’t they get whatever they 
want and reach any goals they set for themselves? At the time 
when Zhou was the Son of Heaven, Duke Tai, or Lii Wang, 
was fishing in Zi Quan and King Wen wanted to win him over 
so that he could unify the world and become Son of Heaven 
with his help. At that time. King Wen was a sovereign of a 
state with only one thousand chariots, but Zhou was the Son 
of Heaven. Son of Heaven as he was, Zhou could not win 
over Duke Tai. Nonetheless, as the sovereign of a small 
feudatory. King Wen gained his support. The difference lay 
in the fact that the Son of Heaven could not understand him, 
but the sovereign of a feudatory knew him well. The common 
people can be utilized without necessarily understanding 
them, and orders can be given to them without necessarily 
treating them with respect. However, the intellectuals must 
first be understood, be treated with honour and respect, and 
then they can serve the sovereign wholeheartedly. For 
instance, when Sheng Shu was trying to persuade Duke 
Zhou, Duke Zhou was sensible enough to take others’ advice. 
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This argument can also be proved by the stories of Duke 
Huan of Qi interviewing Xiaochen Ji and Marquis Wen of Wei 
interviewing Tian Zifang. These sovereigns could really 
humble themselves to treat the intellectuals courteously. 

6. On Being Concerned with Roots of Things 

I have done research on the old documents and found that 
all the assistants of the Three King Ancestors were held in 
high repute and their positions were safe and secure? they had 
all made great contributions. It is stated in Shijinfi that “it 
has been raining continuously, and the sky is covered with 
dark clouds. The proper rain waters the imperial fields first, 
and then it comes to my private fields”. The Three King 
Ancestors’ assistants all benefited because of their great 
contributions to the world. The mediocre sovereigns ’ 
assistants also look forward to reputation and status just like 
those who assisted the Three King Ancestors. However, 
they are quite notorious and their positions are endangered as 
they are not concerned with the people of the world. They 
worry that their own positions are not powerful enough, but 
do not worry that their sovereign is not powerful enough 
amongst the sovereigns of the world; they worry that their 
own families are not wealthy enough, but do not worry that 
the territory of their state cannot be enlarged. That is why all 
their efforts to seek fame result in more humiliations, and 
their efforts to obtain safety result in more dangers. Whether 
a state is safe or in danger, whether its sovereign is 
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honourable or shameful all depend upon the sovereign 
himself. Authority of the sovereign depends upon the safety 
of the ancestral temple. Safety of the ancestral temple 
depends on the common people. And whether the common 
people can he well organized and administered depends on the 
officials. It is said in Yijing, “According to the principle of 
Heaven, things all move in cycles. How could disasters 
occur? That’s auspicious.” That means if the essentials of 
things are firmly mastered, all actions will result in success 
and bring about happiness. As for the assistants of the 
sovereigns of the present time, they are immeasurably 
dissolute when they are nominated to some positions, are 
insatiably avaricious when they are provided with wealth and 
benefits, are extremely sycophantic when they are appointed 
to high positions and have the chance to approach the 
sovereign, and are very timid and weak when they are sent to 
lead military forces. Nevertheless, they long for generous 
benefits, heavy salaries and high ranks from the sovereign. 
Isn’t it difficult? 

Suppose that there was a person who regarded the 
cultivation of his mind and the management of financial 
matters as shameful. However, he would seize wealth and 
everything of value if he had the chance. Such a person could 
not enrich himself unless he could steal from others. Honour 
and wealth cannot be obtained unless you have accomplished 
achievements. Nowadays, people with few achievements 
demand a lot of things—that is deceit; people who have made 
no contributions at all are longing for honour and wealth— 
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that is cheat. Honourable gentlemen would never use 
deceitful means to benefit themselves. Most of the people 
hold this argument; “If I am appointed to a powerful position 
by the sovereign, our state will definitely be free from 
disasters. ” If such people are really appointed to powerful 
positions, it is unlikely that they will be as successful as they 
would wish. For this kind of people, the most important 
thing is to improve themselves. If they have troubles 
themselves, how can they manage to get rid of all the troubles 
of the state? If they cannot manage to restrain themselves and 
do not attempt to cultivate their minds but are concerned only 
with usurping the throne or other high ranks, that is 
ridiculous. Such ridiculous people should not get the chance 
to govern a state and direct the court officials at all. But 
leaders who treat their parents with filial piety and are honest 
to their friends should definitely get the chance to govern 
states and direct court officials. If a person does not treat his 
own parents with filial piety or treat his friends with honesty, 
it means that he has not cultivated his mind well. How could 
such a person put a state in order or administer others 
successfully? Hence, we should judge others according to 
what they have already achieved instead of what they are 
longing for but have not yet obtained. Judging by their 
achievements, we can know whether or not their current 
demands and wishes are likely to be fulfilled. 

The assistants of ancient sovereigns would only accept 
positions when they considered themselves to be qualified for 
them, and they would only accept salaries when they thought 
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that they deserved them. Even though their sovereigns might 
award them overgenerous salaries, they would reject them if 
they thought they did not deserve them. It is said in “Daya”, 
“God is watching and supervising from above. Be loyal since 
double-dealing won’t be rewarded. ” It refers to the integrity 
of loyal court officials. For instance, stories of the sovereign 
of Zheng asking Bei Zhan for instructions and Bo Yi 
persuading Lord Si of Wei not to levy excessively heavy taxes 
can all prove this argument. Bo Yi and Bei Zhan should have 
known the roots of things. 
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7. On Pursuing Great Goals 

Once, Shun wanted to give orders to all things and all 
human beings of both the past and the present but failed to do 
so. Nonetheless, his achievements were great enough for him 
to unify the whole world and become a Di. Yu hoped to 
become a Di himself but failed to do so. Nonetheless, his 
achievements were great enough to rectify the outlandish 
customs of people living in all the four directions. Tang 
would have liked to follow in Yu’s footsteps but failed to do 
so. Nonetheless, his achievements were great enough for him 
to make even the people of the remotest areas submit to his 
authority. King Wu of the Zhou Dynasty wished to match the 
achievements of Tang but failed to do so. Nonetheless, his 
achievements were great enough for him to unify all the 
people within the boundaries of the Four Seas and become a 
King. The Five Lord-protectors wished to continue the 
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undertaking of the Three King Ancestors but failed to do so. 
Nonetheless, their achievements were great enough for them 
to become the most outstanding rulers of all the sovereigns of 
their time. Kong Qiu and Mo Di wished to spread their 
thoughts and advice all over the world but failed to do so. 
Nonetheless, they earned great fame and honour. Even 
though they failed to realize their greatest goals, they 
accomplished great success. It is said in Xiashu , “The virtue 
of the Son of Heaven is so omnipresent and profound that he 
can achieve the same realm as deities do. Both his military 
and civil policies are perfect. ” Hence, it is always necessary 
to work hard. Moreover, it is always necessary to set great 
goals. 

Earth is so great that it has mountains such as Chang 
Xiang, Bu Ting, Qi Mu, Qun Di, Tian Di and Bu Zhou. The 
mountains are so great that animals such as tigers, leopards, 
bears, apes and monkeys can dwell there. The waters arc so 
great that dragons, turtles and other less common fishes can 
live there. It is said in Shangshu, “Fantasy occurs in temples 
that have lasted for no less than five generations. Leaders in 
charge of ten thousand soldiers can have unique tactics. ” No 
big lake exists in a small hollow, no big fish lives in a well, 
and no big tree grows in newly planted woods. The success of 
every design can only be gained by setting up a great goal, 
taking as much advice as possible and pondering it over as 
long as possible. That is absolutely true. 

Jizi once said, “Sparrows have nested under the eaves. 
Old sparrows feed the young happily. They enjoy their lives 
and think they are safe. But one day the chimney breaks and 
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the beams catch fire. However, the sparrows are enjoying 
their happiness as usual, and simply do not realize that 
disaster is coming.” At present, the intelligence of court 
officials is no better than that of the sparrows. They are 
concerned with nothing but gaining promotion, huge salaries 
and wealth. Fathers and sons create favours for each other. 
They enjoy their lives happily and consolidate their powers at 
the cost of their state. They are so close to the chimney, but 
they do not realize it. From this point of view, they are no 
more intelligent than the sparrows. So, it is said that “when 
the whole world is in disorder, the safety of no single state 
can he guaranteed; when the whole state is in disorder, the 
safety of no single family can be guaranteed; when the whole 
family is in disorder, the safety of no single family member 
can he guaranteed ”. It refers to this kind of situation. 
Hence, the safety of the whole depends on the safety of all 
the components. And the safety of the components depends 
on the safety of the whole as well. Only when all the 
components—whether big or small, powerful or powerless— 
cooperate effectively can they enjoy happiness together. The 
small components and minor parts are obliged to cooperate 
together to maintain the order and safety of the general 
situation. For instance, Bo Yi’s influence on Lord Si of Wei 
with his tactics to unify the world and become Di; Du He’s 
influence on Ix>rd Zhao Wen of Zhou with his tactics to stabilize 
the world; and Kuang Zhang’ s condemnation of Huizi for 
regarding the king of Qi as a bone fide monarch all serve to prove 
the argument I have presented in this article. 
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Views on Filial Piety 


1. On Filial Piety 

When administering the whole world or governing a 
state, it is always necessary to be concerned with essentials 
and regard superficial details as secondary. The so-called 
essential does not simply refer to farm work such as 
ploughing or sowing. It means to be concerned with the 
people. However, being concerned with the people does not 
mean enriching the poor or enlarging a population which is 
widely dispersed. It means to be concerned with the most 
crucial factor. And in this case, nothing is more important 
than filial piety. If a sovereign himself sticks to the principle 
of filial piety, he will become famous and be held in high 
repute, all his subjects will submit to his authority, and he 
will be praised by people all over the world. If court officials 
stick to the principle of filial piety, they will serve their 
sovereign wholeheartedly, will not abuse their powers when 
they hold powerful positions and will give their own lives for 
the sake of the state when it is in trouble. If intellectuals and 
the common people stick to the principle of filial piety, they 
will be committed to farm work, will fight fiercely on the 
battleground and never retreat. Filial piety is not only the 
most important principle held by both the Three King 
Ancestors and the Five Di Ancestors, but also the most 
crucial concept in the world. 
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There is one particular strategy, which, when it is 
followed, brings all kinds of happiness and removes all kinds 
of troubles. That is nothing but the principle of filial piety. 
Hence, first of all, people should be judged by the way they 
treat their parents and their closest relatives. And then they 
should be judged according to how they treat their distant 
relatives. If one treats his parents and close relatives with 
filial piety, and in the meantime acts humbly towards distant 
relatives, he is prudently sticking to the principle of filial 
piety. Sovereigns of ancient times used to govern the world 
that way. Hence, they loved their own parents but did not 
dare to loathe others, and they treated their own relatives 
with respect but did not dare to neglect others. Treating their 
parents with love and respect, giving honour to the common 
people and spreading these principles within the boundaries of 
the Four Seas should be the kind of filial piety held by the Son 
of Heaven. 

Zengzi said, “Our bodies are given to us by our parents. 
How dare we not treat our bodies without respect? Not 
behaving oneself decently is against the principle of filial 
piety. Not treating one’s sovereign wholeheartedly is against 
the principle of filial piety. Not performing one ’ s duties 
scrupulously is against the principle of filial piety. Not being 
frank to one’s friends is against the principle of filial piety. 
Not fighting bravely on the battleground is against the 
principle of filial piety. If one commits errors in any of these 
five respects, he will cause damage to his relatives. How dare 
one not behave prudently?” 
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It is said in Shangshu, “Among all those three hundred 
regulations of the criminal law, the worst case is to 
misbehave oneself by acting against the principle of filial 
piety. ” 

Zengzi said, “Sovereigns of ancient times used let take 
five measures to govern the world: attaching importance to 
virtuous people, paying attention to people holding high 
positions, laying stress on the value of the old people, 
respecting the elders and taking good care of the young. 
Sovereigns of ancient times had adopted these five measures 
to put the whole world in order. They attached importance to 
the virtuous people because these people were almost as 
sensible as the sages; they paid attention to people holding 
high positions because these people were almost as powerful 
as they were themselves; they laid stress on the value of the 
old people because these people were almost as old as their 
own parents; they respected the elders because these people 
were almost like their own elder brothers; they took good 
care of the young because these people were almost like their 
own younger brothers. ” 

Zengzi said, “As a son, one should not have the 
arrogance to devastate other siblings born by his parents; as a 
son, one should not have the arrogance to discard anything 
set up by his parents; as a son, one should not have the 
arrogance to damage anything protected by his parents. So, 
one should always cross waters by boat instead of swimming 
across them, take main roads instead of taking small paths 
and take good care of the body so that he can participate in 
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ceremonies held at the ancestral temple. Thus he can be 
regarded as a person of filial piety. ” 

There are five means for preserving health: building 
dwellings, making one’s bed comfortable and moderating 
one’s diet are the right ways to keep good health; setting up 
.the Five Colours and displaying beautiful patterns are the 
right ways to comfort the eyes; adjusting the Six Pitches, 
regulating the Five Notes and harmonizing the Eight Tones 
are the right ways to entertain the ear; making delicious food 
and concocting inviting flavours are the right ways to please 
the mouth; maintaining an amiable countenance and 
regulating one’s speech and deportment are the right ways to 
cultivate the mind. Taking these steps in turn and paying 
enough attention to them can be regarded as being good for 
the preservation of health. 

The musician Zi Chun once hurt his foot while he was 
walking down the stairs of the hall. After his foot healed, he 
stayed indoors for several months, and looked very 
melancholy. One of his guests asked, “You hurt your foot 
while you were walking down the stairs of the hall, have not 
gone out for several months after it healed and are looking 
extremely melancholy. Would you please tell me the reason?” 
“Good question,” Zi Chun said, “Well, 1 heard an argument 
from Zengzi, and Zengzi heard it from Confucius. It goes as 
follows: we have all got complete bodies from our parents and 
we should also return our bodies to our parents in perfect 
shape, so we should protect our bodies from suffering and 
damage. Thus we can be regarded as people of filial piety. 
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The gentlemen should keep this in their hearts and act 
accordingly. However, I had forgotten it, so 1 am worrying 
about it very much.” So, our bodies should never be 
considered as our private possessions because the lives of our 
parents continued in them. 

Filial piety should be the central point of moral 
education. Practising the principle of filial piety means to 
support the parents dutifully. It is possible for people to 
support their parents but difficult for them to treat their 
parents with respect. It is possible for people to treat their 
parents with respect but difficult for them to make them feel 
comfortable. It is possible for people to make their parents 
feel comfortable but difficult for them to make them 
completely comfortable. Make sure that you still take good 
care of your body after the death of your parents so that you 
can prevent any damage to their reputation. Thus you can 
practise filial piety till the end of your life. Benevolent people 
are those who practise the principle of benevolence till the end 
of their lives; courteous people are those who comply with the 
rules of propriety till the end of their lives; righteous people 
are those who stick to the principle of righteousness till the 
end of their lives; honest people are those who practise the 
principle of honesty till the end of their lives; superhuman are 
those who remain mighty till the end of their lives. Happiness 
can be brought about by complying with the principle of filial 
piety, and penalties can be incurred by acting against the 
principle of filial piety. 
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2. The Original Taste 


Working on essentials, you can make progress within a 
short period; working on minor details, all efforts will be 
fruitless. Fame and success can be obtained only when you 
understand the essentials of things and win over sensible 
people. Who else knows the laws of development of things 
but sensible people? Therefore, the crucial factor in 
accomplishing great achievements and gaining high reputation 
is to win over sensible people. 

Once a girl of the You Shens was collecting mulberry 
leaves and found a baby in the hollow of a dead mulberry 
tree. She brought the baby back and gave it to the sovereign. 
The sovereign asked his chef to foster the baby and in the 
meantime, he also sent someone to investigate the baby’s 
background. Afterwards, when the man returned to report to 
the sovereign, he said, “His mother once lived on the bank of 
the Yi River and was pregnant. A deity told her in a dream, 
‘Go eastward when there is water leaking from the mortar 
and make sure that you do not turn round to look. ’ The next 
day, she saw water come out of the mortar. She told her 
neighbours about it and then ran towards the east. After she 
had run about ten li, she turned round to take a look. At that 
moment, her village was suddenly inundated with water and 
she turned into a dead mulberry tree herself. ” Hence, this 
baby was named Yi Yin. Legend has it that Yi Yin was born 
by a dead mulberry tree. Yi Yin was sensible and capable 
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when he grew up. Tang heard of his sagacity and capability, 
so he sent someone to the You Shens to ask for him. 
However, the You Shens did not agree although Yi Yin 
himself wanted to submit to the authority of Tang. In order 
to employ Yi Yin, Tang begged the You Shens to allow him 
to marry that girl. The You Shens were very happy when 
they heard this news. And Yi Yin was presented to Tang as a 
servant on the wedding day. So, wise sovereigns would do 
anything to attract sensible people. And sensible people 
would do anything to track down wise sovereigns. When wise 
sovereigns and sensible people are in contact with each other, 
both will be very happy. They will naturally feel very close to 
each other, keep their word of honour without a need for any 
formal agreement, help each other wholeheartedly to shoulder 
any problems and make nothing of hardships endured for each 
other, so they will achieve great success and high reputation. 
Therefore, it is natural that neither the wise sovereigns nor 
the sensible people will feel isolated and lonely. If some 
intellectuals are too proud, aloof and think too much of 
themselves, and some sovereigns are too arrogant and do not 
want to get along with anyone else, they will definitely 
become notorious, and their states will undoubtedly suffer 
from difficulties. Hence, the Yellow King searched for 
sensible people all over the world. Yao and Shun unified the 
world and became Di Ancestors after they won over Bo Yang 
and Xu Er respectively as they knew the virtues of these 
sensible people well. 

Once, Bo Ya was playing the qin (a Chinese fretted 
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instrument with seven or five strings somewhat similar to the 
zither) and Zhong Ziqi was appreciating the music. At first. 
Bo Ya was pining for lofty mountains. Zhong Ziqi said, 
“Wonderful music! It is as majestic as lofty mountains.” 
After a while, Bo Ya was pining for running water. Zhong 
Ziqi again said, “Wonderful music! Its flowing rhythm jingles 
just like running water.” After Zhong Ziqi died, Bo Ya 
smashed his qin, broke its strings and never played it again in 
the rest of his life, as he believed that no one in the world 
understood his music but Zhong Ziqi. Looking for sensible 
people is somewhat the same as playing the qin. Even though 
a sovereign might have some sensible and capable people 
around him, if he does not treat them courteously, why 
would they serve him wholeheartedly in return? That is 
somewhat like travelling with a swift horse, it cannot gallop 
one thousand li in a day if you do not know the correct way to 
ride it. 

After Tang acquired Yi Yin, he held a ceremony at the 
central ancestral temple for his sake. During the ritual, 
bundles of reeds were lit up to drive away demons for him and 
boars were killed for a blood sacrifice. The next day, Tang 
held court to interview Yi Yin and Yi Yin described the most 
delicious food for Tang. “Would you make these delicacies for 
me?” asked Tang. “Sorry,” replied Yi Yin, “Your territory 
is too small to prepare these things. You can only enjoy them 
after you unify the world and become a Son of Heaven 
yourself. Of these three kinds of animals, the aquatic animals 
are fishy, the carnivorous animals are stinking and the 
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herbivorous animals smell of mutton. As for these creatures, 
whether they are odoriferous or look malformed, they are all 
of some use. Bluebeards and licorice are useful as well. In the 
concoction of flavour, the crucial factor is water. When 
boiling the five kinds of seasonings and the three kinds of 
ingredients many times to make the flavour change 
correspondingly, the crucial factor is fire. In order to remove 
those aforementioned unpleasant smells, fire is indispensable. 
But make sure that the duration and degree of heating is 
suitable. In order to concoct flavour, it is always necessary to 
use sweet, sour, bitter, pungent or salty seasonings and 
gradients. Nevertheless, in order to concoct various kinds of 
flavour, these things should be added in the correct sequence 
and the right amount should be used since flavour can be 
affected by subtle changes in this process. Changes of flavour 
taking place inside the cauldron are as subtle as the techniques 
of archery or horsemanship, the cooperation of Yin and Yang 
and the order of the four seasons, so they cannot be explained 
with words, nor can they be sensed by insight. So, even 
though the food might have been cooked for a long time, it 
will still be good. It is well done but not overcooked. It is not 
too sweet, too sour, too salty, too pungent, too insipid or 
too fatty. Lips of gorillas, feet of badgers, tails of swallows, 
hooves of the sacred two-head horses and waists of yaks are 
the best flesh in the world. Moreover, phoenix eggs produced 
at the place west of Liu Sha and south of Dan Mountain are 
delicacies enjoyed by the people of the state of Wo. The 
cowfishes of the Dong Ting Lake, the roes of the East Sea, 
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the red turtles with six feet and green-pearl-like scales of the 
Li River, the carp-like skates with wings of the Guan River, 
which often fly from the West Sea to the East Sea are the 
most delicious fishes in the world. A kind of duckweed 
produced by Kun Lun Mountain, the flowers of the ever- 
living tree, leaves of the red and black trees produced in the 
state of Zhong Rong east of Zhi Gu, the emerald-like 
vegetable called Jia Shu growing on the cliffs of the South 
Pole south of Yu Mao, the coleworts of the Yang Hua Lake, 
the celeries of the Yun Meng Lake, the leeks of the Ju Qu 
Lake and a weed named Tu Ying of the Jin Yuan Lake are the 
best vegetables. The gingers of Yang Pu, the cinnamon of 
Zhao Yao, the bamboo shoots of Yue Luo, the minced flesh 
made of sturgeons, the salt of Da Xia, the emerald dew of Zai 
Jie and the birds’ eggs of Chang Ze are perfect seasonings. 
The rice of Xuan Mountain, the millet of Bu Zhou Mountain, 
the yellow millet of Yang Shan and the black millet of the 
South Sea are the best flavoured grains. The dew drops of 
San Wei Mountain, the spring of Kun Lun Mountain, the 
spring flowing across the hills along the bank of the Ju River 
called the Yao Water, the water of Yue Mountain, the spring 
of Gao Quan Mountain—which is also the headspring of the 
waters of Ji Zhou—are the best waters. The fruit of the 
crabapple trees of Kun Lun Mountain, the fruit enjoyed by 
God and other deities produced at the place north of Chang 
Mountain above Tou Yuan, the grapefruit produced at the 
place east of Ji Mountain where the Green Bird lives, the 
mandarin orange produced along the riverbanks of the 
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Yangtze River, the shaddocks of the Yun Meng Lake and the 
stone ear (a kind of vegetable) are the best fruits. Anyone 
who wants to taste all these wonderful things must use the 
best horses—named ‘ the Green Dragon ’ or ‘ the Flying 
Wind’—to transport them. And it is not possible to obtain 
these things unless you can unify the whole world and become 
a Son of Heaven yourself. However, the Son of Heaven 
cannot be enthroned by force. In order to become a Son of 
Heaven, you should master Tao first. And in order to master 
Tao, you should always resort to yourself instead of resorting 
to others. If you can master Tao, you can become a Son of 
Heaven. If you can become a Son of Heaven, you can enjoy 
all these delicacies. Hence, you can know about things taking 
place in remote areas by examining those occurring nearby, 
and you can edify others if you can master Tao yourself. 
Nevertheless, since sages’ ways of doing things are very 
simple and concise, is it really necessary for them to take a lot 
of concrete actions in person?” 

3. On Grasping Opportunities 

It seems that sensible people act slowly, but in fact they 
can always finish their tasks rapidly. Sometimes they act 
slowly because they are waiting for the most suitable 
opportunities. Ji Li, the father of King Wen of the Zhou 
Dynasty, had been held in confinement and died in the prison 
of the Shang Dynasty. That was very painful for King Wen. 
Moreover, he never for one moment forgot the humiliations 
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he suffered when he himself was confined in You Li. He did 
not take military action against Zhou because the right time 
had not yet come. At the time when King Wu of the Zhou 
Dynasty was serving at Zhou's court, he worked assiduously 
from morning till night. Nonetheless, he did not forget the 
humiliations he suffered when he was confined in Yu Men. 
Twelve years after he took over the throne. King Wu 
defeated the troops of the Shang Dynasty on the day of Jia Zi. 
Normally, great opportunities seldom come. Duke Tai was 
from a tribe located in the east called Dong Yi. He looked 
forward to unifying the world but could not meet a sage-like 
sovereign. When he heard that King Wen was sensible and 
wise, he went fishing along the Wei River to observe King 
Wen’s virtues. 

Wu Zixu wished to see King Liao of the state of Wu but 
could not get the chance to meet him. One of Prince Guang’s 
guests told him something about Wu Zixu. However, Prince 
Guang refused Wu Zixu even before he started to talk, as he 
did not like his countenance. The guest asked Prince Guang 
why he had rejected Wu Zixu. Prince Guang said, “I hate his 
countenance. His face seems so unbearable to me. ” The 
guest told Wu Zixu about it. Wu Zixu said, “Well, that’s 
easy. Please ask Prince Guang to sit in the court hall and I 
will talk with him behind a two-layer veil, so he can only see 
my clothes and hands. ” Prince Guang accepted this idea and 
agreed to meet Wu again this way. When Wu Zixu had 
expressed only part of his advice. Prince Guang removed the 
curtain, grasped Wu Zixu’s hand and sat down with him side 
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by side. After Wu Zixu finished talking. Prince Guang was 
very happy with him. Wu Zixu regarded Prince Guang to be 
the right person to finally take over the regime of Wu. He 
then went back home and had crops grown in the fields for 
seven years to wait for the great opportunity. After Prince 
Guang toppled King Liao and became the king of the state of 
Wu himself, he appointed Wu Zixu to a very powerful 
position to help him govern the state. Wu Zixu modified the 
law, recommended and used sensible people, selected 
warriors and trained them for fighting. After Prince Guang 
had been in power for six years, they defeated the troops of 
Ghu in every battle fought in Bo Ju and chased them one 
thousand li. King Zhao of Chu escaped to Sui. And then the 
troops of Wu occupied Chu’ s capital, Ying. Wu Zixu 
attacked the palace of Chu himself and then flagellated the 
tomb of King Ping three hundred times as vengeance for his 
father’s and brother’s deaths. While Wu Zixu was farming in 
the field, he always sought revenge for his dead father. He 
did not take action because he was waiting for the best 
opportunity. 

Tian Jiu, a scholar of the Mohist School, wished to see 
King Hui of the state of Qin. He had stayed in Qin for three 
years but could not get a chance to be interviewed by the 
king. One of the guests told this to the king of Chu. The king 
interviewed Tian Jiu and appreciated him very much. He gave 
him the title of general and sent him to Qin on a diplomatic 
mission. This time he could meet King Hui in person. Tian 
Jiu said, “I actually needed to bypass the state of Chu to get 
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10 the state of Qin!” It is natural that something close might 
be estranged and something distant might get access to the 
sovereign. Great opportunities are somewhat the same. As 
sensible and virtuous as Tang of the Shang Dynasty and King 
Wu of the Zhou Dynasty were, should they have not been 
provided with the opportunities of the corruption and 
abusiveness of Jie and Zhou, they could not have unified the 
world. On the other hand, even though the opportunities— 
the corruption and abusiveness of Jie and Zhou—were 
provided, if Tang and King Wu were not that sensible and 
virtuous, it would have been impossible for them to unify the 
world. The relationship between sages and opportunities is 
somewhat the same as that between a pedestrian and his own 
shadow. Hence, sensible people would live in seclusion, 
prepare assiduously for the actions they are going to take, and 
in the meantime wait for opportunities. When the right time 
comes, a powerless person could become Son of Heaven, a 
lord of one feudatory could unify the whole world, a menial 
person could serve as assistant of the Three King Ancestors, 
and a common person could take revenge on a sovereign of a 
state with ten thousand chariots. Therefore, sensible people 
pay attention to nothing but opportunities. Hou Ji would not 
sow any crops if it was totally frozen up. He would wait for 
the suitable spring weather. So, if the right time has not 
come, one could not accomplish great achievements even 
though he might be wise. At the time when trees are 
exuberant, leaves can be collected all day long, but it seems 
that the number of the trees is not reduced at all. However, 
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when frost comes during the autumn season, all the trees of 
the forest will defoliate. It does not matter whether it is a big 
action or a small one. It is crucial to make good use of the 
opportunities. 

The people of the state of Zheng took the chance of 
following the rabid dog to kill Ziyang, and the people of the 
state of Qi took the chance of following the lost cow to kill 
the Gaos and the Guos. The Zheng and Qi people took these 
opportunities to kill Ziyang, the Gaos and the Guos. When 
the right time comes, even a dog or a cow can take the lead 
for human beings, let alone a person. 

Hungry horses are huddling in a stall, but they are 
quiet. Why? Because they have not seen any fodder yet. 
Starving dogs are gathering together in a kennel, but they are 
quiet. Why? Because they have not seen any hones yet. If 
there were fodder and bones, these animals would vie with 
each other to eat them, and nothing would stop them from 
fighting. The common people of troubled times are somewhat 
the same. They are silent since they have not seen any 
sensible leaders. If they had ever seen a sensible leader, 
nothing could stop them from submitting to his authority. 
They do not do that ostensibly, but submit to him out of 
sincerity. When King Min of Qi overstepped his power and 
addressed himself as the “East Di ”, his people were not 
convinced. Therefore, the people of the state of Lu took this 
opportunity to occupy Xu Zhou. Similarly, when the common 
people of the state of Zhao were badly deprived because of the 
construction of the enormous mausoleum of Marquis Su, the 



497 


ft 

* 

« 

# 

fT 

K 

* 



498 


s. «,*■«wwAi*a* a w***,*4-« 

Jl***#&J*?-*l*-,>t*l.**AI? 

¥> A^t * £■ IS] tt £« *■ # * M A & . * tf A *fr & B+ *0. 



IJK&] 

1 « 1 Q- 

gJIrWto#*.*«&<&£*;£ 
ifi «.A^Bff«tR,R^:»^:*ftt.iifc^:iirttJ*.ttJ*»Jfi*»iirrrt 


1**1 

♦A*) ££ ASt* ± A*ilUMI *. * A£ * M m 

*, AR-tt, & £ * JKJfcit^a. «■« AR*f'J 

Afc*a^r»l A, 7 #H* * ft «■ 

-ft*. tffl* 

M«iffliilfc£T4ii. -£*>#fl •***.,**,*■».#£ATA*! 
£«***«.0 + #.*# 


state of Wei seized that opportunity to topple the Jians. 
Compared with Qi and Zhao, Lu and Wei are small states. 
Nonetheless, both these small states grasped suitable 
opportunities to take advantage of the two big ones. If there 
are wise sovereigns or sensible people in existence at present 
who are really concerned with the sufferings of the common 
people, this troubled time will offer a great opportunity for 
them. Heaven will not bestow great opportunity a second 
time, the great opportunity will not linger for long, and the 
talented will not manage to undertake two successful actions 
at the same time. Success depends on grasping opportunities. 



4. On Rewarding Others According to the Principle of 
Righteousness 

Plants start to grow when spring comes and they begin to 
wither and defoliate when autumn sets in. Growing and 
withering do not occur out of the plants’ own will, but they 
occur because they are dominated by the changes of the 
seasons. Hence, when the force comes, a myriad of things 
will respond to it accordingly; before the force comes, there 
is no impetus for change. Ancient people knew about the 
dominating factor of a myriad of things, so they could make 
good use of everything in the world. A sovereign uses the 
power of punishment and reward to manage court officials. If 
punishments and awards are dispensed according to the 
principle of righteousness and the sovereign himself remains 
faithful and honest, the intimate relationship between him 
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and his subjects will become obvious. The more time passes, 
the deeper rooted it will be in the hearts of the people. Thus 
people will get used to it. That is known as the success of 
moral education. If the moral education of a state is 
successful, nothing—even generous awards or severe 
punishments—can challenge it. So, if a sovereign is good at 
edifying his people, moral education will become well 
established without using awards or punishments. And when 
moral education is well established, even awards and 
punishments cannot impede it. On the contrary, if awards 
and punishments are dispensed inappropriately, deceit, 
double-dealing, violence and cupidity will become the vogue. 
If this state has lasted for a long time and is not prohibited, 
the common people will get used to it as well. The people of 
the Hong, Yi, Hu, He, Ba and Yue areas are living under 
this kind of circumstances. Even generous awards and severe 
punishments cannot stop it. The people of Ying (the capital 
city of Chu) used to build walls by erecting two big boards 
and filling the space in between with building materials. Wu 
Qi proposed another way to build walls but the people were 
against it. Nevertheless, they accepted it willingly after the 
standards of reward and punishment were changed. When the 
Di People and the Qiang People are held captive, they do not 
worry about confinement, but fear that their corpses will not 
be cremated after their death instead. These are all 
established ideas. Hence, the system of awards and 
punishments must be dispensed very carefully to make sure 
that they will not become established practice in damaging the 
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common people. 

Duke Wen of the state of Jin was once going to attack the 
troops of Chu in Cheng Pu. He called on Jiu Fan and asked 
him for advice, “We are outnumbered by the troops of Chu. 
How can we win the combat?” Jiu Fan said, “Well, as far as 
I know, over-courteous sovereigns won’t be tired of 
magnificent rituals, and sovereigns who are engaged in 
regular military actions are not tired of using trickery. I think 
we can just play tricks with them. ” Duke Wen told Yong Ji 
Jiu Fan’s idea. Yong Ji said, “If you drain off the water to 
catch fish, how could you miss them? But there will be no 
fish in the river at all during the next year. If you set swamps 
on fire to catch animals, how could you miss them? But there 
will be no animals at all during the next year. By using 
tricks, we could probably obtain short-term benefit, but not 
in the long run.” Duke Wen took Jiu Fan’s advice and 
defeated the troops of Chu in Cheng Pu. However, when he 
returned to Jin to reward the officers and soldiers, Yong Ji 
got the top award. Duke Wen ’ s beloved court officials 
remonstrated with him, “We won the war in Cheng Pu 
because you took Jiu Fan’s advice. But he did not get the top 
award. We wonder if that is fair to him. ” Duke Wen said, 
“Yong Ji’s idea can benefit all the forthcoming generations. 
However, Jiu Fan’s advice was taken as a kind of makeshift. 
How could I prefer a makeshift to the great idea that can 
benefit all the forthcoming generations?” When Confucius 
heard of this, he said, “Playing tricks when the state was in 
danger, he could defeat the enemies. Honouring the sensible 
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person after winning the war, he could express his thanks to 
him. Although Duke Wen cannot adhere to his ways of doing 
things, he has still established one of the most powerful 
states. ” When generous awards are bestowed, common 
people will be encouraged to give up evil ways and return to 
righteousness. Thus the sovereign can achieve great success. 
If success is achieved only by playing tricks, you will fail 
finally. Even though you might gain victory at the moment, 
you will be defeated finally. Numerous people have won some 
battles, but only five of them have established the most 
powerful states, and Duke Wen is one of them because he 
knows how to win the war. If one does not know why he has 
won after he gains victory, it will not make any difference 
compared with losing the battle. The troops of Qin defeated 
the Rong People, but they were later defeated at Xiao 
Mountain. The troops of Chu defeated the central Chinese 
states, but they were later defeated in Bo Ju. King Wu of the 
Zhou Dynasty knew the crucial factors of war, so he could 
unify the world with one single battle. If a state is full of 
trickery, it will not be safe, as it will face many other 
disasters besides the aggression of other states. 

After Zhao Xiangzi broke the siege of Jin Yang, five 
people were rewarded for their efforts, and Gao She got the 
top award. Zhang Mengtan asked, “When you broke the 
siege of Jin Yang, Gao She did not make a great contribution. 
Nonetheless, he has got the top award. Why?” Zhao Xiangzi 
said: “Well, when my state was in danger, the ancestral 
temple was under severe threat and I faced great trouble 
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myself. Gao She was the only one who acknowledged the 
system of authority between the sovereign and the court 
officials and treated me with respect. So, 1 conferred on him 
the top award.” When Confucius heard of this, he said, 
“Xiangzi is the one who really knows how to reward others. 
Because one person was rewarded, the other officials won’t 
dare treat their sovereign discourteously any more. ” During 
military actions, awards must be dispensed very carefully. 
For instance, Zhao Xiangzi occupied the territory of the state 
of Dai in the north and threatened the state of Qi in the east. 
He then ordered Zhang Mengtan to sneak out of the city and 
secretly build an alliance with Duke Huan of Wei and King 
Kang of Han in order to attack Marquis Zhi of Jin. The allied 
troops killed Marquis Zhi, used his head as an alcohol cup and 
divided up the territory of the state of Jin into three parts. 
Isn’t that a perfect example of the success of dispensing 
awards correctly? 

5. On Provident Tactics 

Whether a state is in order or in disorder, secure or in 
danger, strong or weak, or whether it will survive or die out, 
these opposites all exist in pairs. If they exist unilaterally, it 
does not make any sense. Hence, even though Jie and Zhou 
were insensible, their perditions were accounted for by the 
existence of Tang and King Wu. However, the coexistence of 
Jie and Tang, Zhou and King Wu were accounted for by the 
will of Heaven instead of the fatuity and unworthiness of Jie 
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and Zhou. Even though Tang and King Wu were sensible and 
talented, they could unify the world because they happened to 
coexist with Jie and Zhou respectively. However, it was out 
of the will of Heaven that they coexisted with Jie and Zhou 
rather than out of their own sagacity and talents. Jie and 
Zhou would not have perished if they had not coexisted with 
Tang and King Wu. Suppose that they had not perished, they 
would not have experienced such humiliations even though 
they were insensible. Similarly, Tang and King Wu would 
not have unified the world if they had not coexisted with Jie 
and Zhou. Suppose that they had not unified the world, they 
would not have become so honourable and famous even 
though they were sensible and talented. Hence, there has 
been no such precedent that a fatuous, unworthy sovereign 
has accomplished great success, nor has there been such a 
precedent that a sensible and talented sovereign has 
experienced the perdition of his own state. That is somewhat 
like the situation faced by outstanding farmers. Even though 
they sow various crops according to the conditions of different 
kinds of fields and do all the farm work such as ploughing, 
planting and weeding carefully, their harvest might not 
always be good. However, only this kind of people can have 
good harvest. Whether the harvest is good or not depends on 
whether or not it rains properly. But whether or not it rains 
properly is a providence of Heaven. Therefore, it is beyond 
the control of these outstanding farmers. 

Once there was a famine in the state of Yue. The king of 
Yue was very worried about the situation, so he called on Fan 
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Li to consult with him. Fan Li said, “Why do you need to 
worry about it? This famine is a good fortune for Yue, and it 
is also a disaster for the state of Wu. Wu is wealthy and has 
more than enough money to spend. But their sovereign is a 
fledgling. He is not intelligent or talented. He enjoys a 
fabricated short-term reputation and always overlooks future 
troubles. If you offer a high price and humbly express your 
intention to buy grain from him, we will get Wu’s grain. 
And after we get the grain, we will occupy the territory of 
Wu as well. So why are you worrying about that?” “Great 
idea!” said the king of Yue. He sent a messenger to Wu to 
beg to buy grain from them. The king of Wu wanted to sell 
grain to Yue, but Wu Zixu remonstrated fiercely with him, 
“We should not sell foodstuffs to Yue. Wu and Yue are 
adjacent, and there are even roads traversing the border areas 
of these two states. People can travel easily from one state to 
the other. Thus Yue is our enemy. Either Yue will defeat us 
and occupy our territory, or wc will defeat them and occupy 
theirs. The states located far away from us, such as Yan, 
Qin, Qi or Jin, are either located among lofty mountains or in 
the inlands. How could it be possible for them to march 
across the nine huge rivers, the five big lakes and those 
seventeen dangerous passes to attack us? As for Yue, it is not 
the same. So I say that either we will annihilate them, or 
they will annihilate us. Therefore, we should never help our 
enemy by supporting them with food and bolstering their 
morale in the meantime. Otherwise, our state will lack food 
and means, and our people will turn hostile to the regime. 
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Thus it will become too late to regret it. I think we should 
take this opportunity offered to us by the will of Heaven to 
attack them instead of helping them with foodstuffs. Our 
deceased king has established one of the most powerful states 
in the world by using this kind of tactics. Moreover, famines 
take place by turns. It is somewhat the same as chasms and 
hills. Which state is free from them?” The king said, “No, I 
do not agree with you. I heard that upright troops would not 
attack those who have already yielded to them, and 
benevolent people should give food to the hungry. The state 
of Yue has already submitted to my authority. However, if 
we were to attack them, our troops would not be regarded as 
righteous at all. Moreover, now that the people of the state 
of Yue are suffering from a severe famine, if we do not help 
them with grain, it is against the principle of benevolence. 
Even if I could get ten states as large as Yue, I wouldn’t do 
that, as it is both unkind and unrighteous. ” So foodstuffs 
were provided for Yue. Wu had severe famine within three 
years and they sent messengers to Yue to ask for grain, but 
the king of Yue refused to help them. The troops of Yue took 
this chance to attack Wu, and Fu Chai, the king of Wu, was 
held captive. 

The king of Chu planned to take the territories of Xi and 
Cai. He pretended to be friendly towards the marquis of Cai 
and plotted with him, “I would like to obtain the territory of 
the state of Xi. What do you think 1 should do then?” The 
marquis of Cai said, “Well, the marquise of Xi is my sister in 
law. Please allow me to hold a banquet for the marquis of Xi 
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and his wife, and then Your Majesty can come with me so 
that we can take chance to attack them. ” The king of Chu 
said, “Great!” The marquis of Cai then brought largess to the 
banquet in honour of the marquis of Xi. The king of Chu 
accompanied him. He occupied Xi. On his way back, he was 
stationed in Cai and occupied it as well. 

When Zhao Jianzi was dying, he called on Xiangzi, the 
crown prince, and said, “After my death, you must wear the 
sable to cilmb Xiawu Mountain, and look down from the top 
of it. ” The prince promised he would do so, and then Jianzi 
died. After he was buried, the prince called on all the court 
officials and told them that he was going to climb Xiawu 
Mountain to look down from the top of it. The officials 
remonstrated with him, “No. No journey should be made to 
Xiawu Mountain while you are still in mourning. ” Xiangzi 
said, “This is an order from our deceased sovereign and I dare 
not disobey it. ” The officials humbly agreed. Xiangzi then 
climbed to the top of the mountain and looked down. After he 
saw the beautiful scenery of the state of Dai, he said, “Our 
deceased sovereign must have wished to edify me this way. ” 
Then he returned and planned to attack Dai. First of all, he 
pretended to be friendly towards the sovereign of Dai. Xiangzi 
heard that he loved beautiful women, so he offered him his 
elder sister in marriage, and the sovereign of Dai accepted 
that offer. After Xiangzi’s sister got married in Dai, Xiangzi 
did many favours to please his brother-in-law. The state of 
Dai produced good horses and the sovereign presented them 
all to Xiangzi. After that, Xiangzi interviewed him, and held 
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a banquet in his honour. In the meantime, he ordered 
hundreds of dancers to put weapons underneath their stage 
costumes secretly, and he also prepared huge alcohol vessels 
made of gold. Then the sovereign of Dai arrived. When the 
two of them drank to the full, Xiangzi took the vessel, 
overturned it and hit the sovereign of. Dai on the head. With 
only one hit, his brains immediately spilled to the ground. 
The dancers drew their hidden weapons to fight his followers 
and killed them all. After that, Xiangzi ordered his people to 
fetch his sister from Dai with the dead sovereign’s carriage. 
When the sister heard of the death of her husband, she cried 
loudly, sharpened her hairpin and then killed herself with it. 
So far, in the state of Zhao, the Piercing Hairpin Mountain is 
still in existence to prove this story. Moreover, ever since 
then, this state has had the nickname of “the Overturned 
Vessel”. 

As for these three aforementioned sovereigns, instead of 
acting according to the common sense, they all took unique 
means to realize their goals. Nonetheless, they have all been 
admired by following generations because of their great 
achievements. With such great achievements, if they had not 
acted discourteously, they might have unified the world. 

6. On Exerting Oneself Scrupulously 

Achieving great success is a providence of Heaven. But if 
you do not exert yourself, you will not succeed at all. It was 
a providence of Heaven for Shun to meet Yao. Shun was 
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farming at Li Mountain, making pottery on the bank of the 
Yellow River and catching fish in some small rainwater 
ponds. However, people all over the world were happy with 
him and the outstanding were drawn to him. That accounted 
for his own arduous efforts. It was a providence of Heaven 
for Yu to meet Shun. In order to provide benefits for his 
people, Yu travelled all across the world to look for sensible 
people as well as dredging silted waters, rivers, lakes and 
ponds. These were his concrete efforts. It was also a 
providence of Heaven for Tang to encounter Jie and for King 
Wu to encounter Zhou. Both of them had cultivated their 
minds, improved their virtues and committed many 
benevolent acts for the sake of their people. These were also 
concrete efforts. 

Compared with the time when he was farming and 
fishing, Shun did not become more sensible after he became a 
Son of Heaven. When the right time had not come, he still 
grew crops, caught fish, wove reed mats and fishing nets 
along with his followers. They worked so hard that they did 
not rest even though their hands and feet were covered with 
ealli. Thus they managed to protect themselves from coldness 
and starvation. When the great opportunity did come, he 
unified the world and became a Son of Heaven. Sensible 
people submitted to his authority, thousands of people 
praised him, everyone, male and female, was happy with him 
and all his people loved him. Shun wrote a poem himself 
which said, “No single patch of land under the sky does not 
belong to the Son of Heaven. Nor does any single person not 
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submit to the authority of the Son of Heaven. ” It means that 
everything under the sky was under his firm control. But 
after he took control over everything in the world, he did not 
become more sensible than before. And during the period 
when he had nothing and was forced to work in person to 
support himself, he was not more unworthy. In.this case, 
opportunity should he the only factor that really matters. 

Before the right time for Baili Xi came, he escaped from 
the state of Guo and was then held captive by the state of Jin. 
Finally he was feeding cows in the state of Qin, and Gongsun 
Zhi bought him at the cost of five sheepskins. Gongsun Zhi 
appreciated his talents very much, so he took him to Duke 
Mu. Three days later, he asked Duke Mu to appoint Baili Xi 
to a powerful position. Duke Mu said, “You bought him for 
five sheepskins. Now you are asking me to appoint him to a 
powerful position. 1 am afraid that people of the whole world 
are going to laugh at us.” Gongsun Zhi replied, “Well, 
trusting the sensible person and appointing him to a position 
of power show the sagacity of Your Majesty, and retiring to 
give room to a more sensible person and being willing to be 
his inferior show the loyalty of court officials like me. If this 
is the case, our sovereign is wise and his court officials are 
loyal. If he is really sensible and wise, people all over the 
state will admire him, and the enemy states will fear him. 
Who would be likely to have the time to laugh at us?” Duke 
Mu then appointed Baili Xi to a powerful position. After 
that, all Baili Xi ’ s tactics proved to be suitable and all his 
actions resulted in success. Nonetheless, his sagacity and 
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abilities were not increased after he took office. Without 
Duke Mu, Baili Xi would not be so famous even though he 
was sensible and talented. How can we know if there is 
someone as sensible as Baili Xi in our time? Hence, if a 
sovereign intends to win over the intellectuals, he should look 
for them far and wide. 

Confucius had not eaten anything for seven days after he 
was confined at the border between the state of Chen and the 
state of Cai, and there was no single grain of rice in the soup 
made of wild vegetables. Zai Yu was exhausted, while 
Confucius was playing the se and singing inside the room, 
Yan Hui was trimming vegetables outside. Zilu and Zigong 
were talking with each other and they said, “Our master was 
deported from Lu, lived in seclusion in Wei and was 
humiliated in Song because someone was cutting down the 
tree [it is said in Kongzi Shijia (.The Clan of Confucius ) 
that while Confucius stayed in Song, he taught his pupils 
etiquette under a big tree. Huan Kui, the minister of war of 
Song, wanted to kill him. Huan Kui cut down the tree, and 
then Confucius fled to Zheng]. Now he is confined here. 
Everyone is allowed to overrule him or attempt to kill him. 
He is still playing the se and singing. Do the gentlemen really 
have no sense of shame?” Yan Hui heard this but did not 
know how to explain it to them. He went into the room and 
told Confucius about it. The expression on Confucius’s face 
changed suddenly. He put aside the se and yelled, “You 
(another name for Zilu) and Ci (another name for Zigong) are 
really petty. Tell them to come in. I am going to have a talk 
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with them.” Zilu and Zigong came in. Zigong said, “Dear 
master, I can see that you are quite impoverished now. ” 
Confucius said, “How dare you say that? Gentlemen should 
be regarded as successful if they really understand morality 
and justice. If not, they can be regarded as being out at the 
elbows. I have always stuck to the principles of benevolence 
and righteousness and put up with the problems and disasters 
of these troubled times, and that is exactly what I shall 
continue to do. How dare you say that 1 am out at the 
elbows? Every time I look within myself, I realize that I have 
complied with the laws of Tao. Every time I am in danger, I 
know that I have not done anything against my integrity. You 
will never know the vitality of conifers until you see them in 
the coldest weather when everything is covered with deep 
snow. Duke Huan of the state of Qi unambiguously decided 
to take over the regime and become one of the Lord-protectors 
himself after the experience of taking refuge in the state of 
Ju. Duke Wen of the state of Jin unambiguously decided to 
take over the regime and become one of the Lord-protectors 
himself after the experience of taking refuge in the state of 
Cao. Gou Jian, the king of the state of Yue, unambiguously 
decided to take over the regime and become one of the Lord- 
protectors himself after the humiliations he suffered while he 
was confined in Kuai Ji by the king of Wu. Compared with 
them, confinement between the border of Chen and Cai is 
nothing for me!” Confucius took up the se and played it again 
passionately. Zilu was excited by these words. He took a 
shield and danced to the music. Zigong said, “It is I that do 
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not know how high the sky is and how humble Earth is!” In a 
word, the sensible people of ancient times were always happy 
whether or not they could get on with their sovereigns, or 
whether or not they were appointed to positions of honour and 
power. They were happy when they had mastered Tao. If 
Tao were mastered, positions of honour and power made no 
difference to them at all—it was all as natural as the 
alternation of winter and summer, and of wind and rain. 
Therefore, Xu You enjoyed his life on the northern bank of 
the Ying River and Gong Bo enjoyed his life at Gong Shou 
Mountain. 
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7. On Getting On Well with Each Other 

If people can get along well, they must have found each 
other congenial. If they cannot get on well with each other, 
they cannot do anything about it until those whom they will 
find congenial show up. Hence, the inseparable king birds 
would wait for their counterparts until death in the trees, and 
the flatfish would die in the sea. In order to persuade the 
sovereigns of his time to adopt his ideas on governing the 
world, Confucius travelled all across the world, including the 
states of Wei and Qi, and talked with more than eighty 
sovereigns. In order to acknowledge him formerly as their 
teacher, about three thousand people presented ceremonial 
gifts to him. Among these disciples, around seventy were 
considered to be outstanding. All those seventy disciples were 
qualified to serve as mentors to leading state sovereigns with 
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ten thousand chariots, so there were a lot of talented people. 
Nevertheless, when Confucius was travelling across the world 
along with his disciples, the highest position he was offered 
was the minister of justice of the state of Lu. That shows that 
the Sons of Heaven are uprooted, and the states of the world 
are in severe chaos. It is common that foolish people will be 
appointed to powerful positions because of good luck during 
troubled times. Thus, they are certainly not qualified for 
their posts. When they have held their posts for a long time, 
their flukes will turn to disasters. The flukier they are, the 
more severe these disasters will be, and they will not be the 
only ones to suffer from them. Sensible people will not 
depend on flukes, nor will they act perfunctorily. They will 
examine themselves to make sure that they are qualified for 
the posts they are offered, and they will then try their best to 
perform their duties after they take office. 

People who understand the value of discussion and know 
how to take useful advice must be very permeable to the 
comments of others. However, very few contemporary 
sovereigns are able to appreciate these useful comments. How 
could it be possible that people of whom they think highly are 
really worthy? As for people who know how to appreciate 
music, they must know the five notes—Yu, Jue, Gong, Zhi 
and Shang—well. However, few people really know these 
five notes well, so how could it be possible that the tunes 
appreciated by the ordinary people are not vulgar? Once, 
someone who was good at playing the xiao pipe (a vertical 
bamboo flute) went to visit the king of the state of Yue by 
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virtue of this skill. He played all the five notes, Yu, Jue, 
Gong, Zhi and Shang, perfectly. However, the king of Yue 
did not appreciate them. When he played the licentious tunes, 
the king of Yue loved them very much. Persuading others to 
take your advice is somewhat like that. 

Once upon a time, a girl was about to get married. 
Someone told her parents, “It is possible that your daughter 
and her husband might not live together till the end of their 
lives, so 1 think she should take some clothes, utensils and 
other kinds of house belongings and keep them secretly 
outside the home in case her husband might seek to divorce 
her. ” Her parents thought it was a good idea and asked their 
daughter to follow it. After she got married, the woman 
often stole things from home and hid them outside. Her 
mother-in-law and father-in-law discovered the theft and said, 
“Our daughter-in-law is stealing from us. She must have 
some unfaithful intentions, so we should not keep her here. ” 
So she was driven out from the family. Nonetheless, her 
parents thought that the one who had suggested her pilfer 
was very loyal to them, so they treated him as a friend for 
life. They did not know anything about common sense at all. 
The destruction of the central ancestral temples and the 
perdition of the states of the world took place for the same 
reason too. People often get along well after they meet each 
other by chance. Being appreciated by others is also due to 
contingency. That is somewhat similar to the relationship 
between men and beautiful women-, nobody dislikes beautiful 
women, but not all beautiful women can meet the right men. 
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The Yellow King married the ugliest woman in the world 
called Mo Mu. The Yellow King said, “ Mo Mu never forgets 
to improve herself and cultivate her virtues, and she always 
keeps everything in order. Even though she is ugly, that does 
not matter at all. ” This is somewhat like the relationship 
between the human being and flavour. Everybody loves 
delicacies, but not everyone feels well after they eat such 
delicious things. King Wen of the Zhou Dynasty loved eating 
the roots of the sweet flags. When Confucius heard of this, 
he tried it himself but found it too insipid to swallow, and he 

did not get used to it until three years later. Once there was a 

• 

man who had very bad bromhidrosis. His family knew this, 
and no one, including his parents, brothers, children, wife, 
concubines or acquaintances, would live with him. He was 
very anguished, so he went to live on the coast. Nonetheless, 
someone living on the coast loved his smell so much that he 
followed and accompanied him day and night. Everybody has 
his own taste! 

There was an extremely ugly man in the state of Chen 
called Dunqia Choumi. He looked horrible. His forehead was 
very broad, his face was very swarthy, his extrusive eyes 
almost reached his nose and his arms were overly long but 
could not stretch out straight. However, the marquis of Chen 
loved his appearance so much that he not only appointed him 
to a powerful government position but also asked him to take 
charge of his everyday life. When the state of Chu was 
gathering sovereigns of the other states for a meeting, the 
marquis of Chen could not attend due to illness. So he sent 
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Dunqia Choumi there as an emissary to apologize to Chu. The 
king of Chu was intrigued by his strange name, so he 
interviewed him first, but was outraged by his stupid talk and 
hateful appearance. He called on the high-ranking court 
officials and said, “It was unwise for the marquis of Chen to 
have sent this man as a messenger. Did he aim to humiliate us 
by sending him here on purpose? We should attack that state 
if he is both unwise and intent on humiliation. ” The state of 
Chu then sent troops to attack Chen, and Chen was ruined in 
three months. Dunqia Choumi was ugly enough to terrify 
others and his dialogue was so unbearable that it could lead to 
the perdition of a state. Nonetheless, the marquis of Chen 
was very friendly to him, and appointed him to the highest of 
positions. Moreover, his love towards him continued till the 
end of his life. As for a sovereign, if he appreciates the wrong 
people, he will definitely be dethroned, and if he fails to use 
the competent ones, it will lead to problems and chaos all 
over the slate. That will lead to further poverty and suffering 
of the common people of the world. When employing people, 
they should first of all be judged according to their ideals. 
Secondly, they should be examined by their ways of doing 
things. And finally, they should be evaluated by their 
contributions. If a sovereign does not take these three main 
factors into consideration, his state will be ruined, all kinds 
of disasters will occur and the sovereign himself will lose his 
life or suffer from mishaps. If he could live till the age of 
seventy or ninety, he would be regarded as extremely lucky. 
Offspring of sages as he is, he not only causes severe damage 
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to his people, but also endangers his own life. How many 
victims will he have? 

8. On Self-discipline 

We should not carp about external things. Due to 
carping about external things, Longpang was executed, Bi 
Gan was killed, Jizi was forced to pretend that he was mad, 
Wu Lai was sentenced to death, and Jie and Zhou perished. 
All sovereigns wish their court officials to serve them 
wholeheartedly. Nonetheless, not all loyal court officials are 
to be trusted. Wu Yuan was drowned in the Yangtze River, 
and three years after Chang Hong was killed, his stored blood 
changed into jade (a manifestation of loyalty). Parents always 
wish their children to be dutiful, but not all dutiful children 
can win over the hearts of their parents. The filial piety of 
Xiaoji was suspected, and Zengji cried when he was beaten 
by his parents. 

Once, Zhuangzi was walking in the mountains and saw a 
beautiful tree. The tree was enormous and exuberant. The 
lumberjack stopped beside it, but did not chop at it. Zhuangzi 
asked him for the reason. The man said, “Well, it is of no 
use. ” Zhuangzi said, “This tree can enjoy its life because it is 
of no use. ” Then Zhuangzi left the mountains, went to a 
village and stopped at his friend’s home. The friend was glad 
to see him and prepared meat and wine to welcome him. He 
then asked his houseboy to kill one of the geese to honour 
Zhuangzi. The houseboy asked, “But we have two geese. 
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One can honk and the other cannot. Which one do you think I 
should kill?” The father of the friend said, “Kill the one that 
cannot honk. ” The next day, one pupil asked Zhuangzi, 
“The big tree growing on that mountain can enjoy its life 
because it is of no use. Your friend ’ s goose was killed 
because it is of no use (since the goose could not honk). 
Which side are you going to take yourself (being of use or of 
no use), master?” Zhuangzi smiled and said, “1 am going to 
put myself in between, in the middle of being of use and of no 
use. I cannot protect myself from all kinds of disasters by just 
pretending to be specious. However, Tao is not the same. It 
does not care about praise or blame. Sometimes it appears to 
be a dragon, other times it appears to be a snake; it can 
transfigure continuously according to the actual conditions. 
Thus it cannot maintain the shape of any fixed thing. 
Sometimes it is high above in the sky, but other times it is 
deep beneath the ground. It sticks to the law of harmony and 
travels freely in the realm of nothingness. It dominates a 
myriad of things of the world but cannot be affected by 
anything else. How could it get into trouble this way? Shen 
Nong and the Yellow King all learned from it. However, the 
nature of a myriad of things and the course of mundane affairs 
are not the same : their success is followed by destruction and 
their prosperity is followed by decline. Sharp things will be 
blunted because of their sharpness and sublime things will 
turn bad because of their sublimity. Straight things will be 
bent. Co-operators will be separated. Beloved ones will be 
discarded. The wise people will cheat themselves. The 
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unworthy ones will be overridden. How could they be perfect 
then?” 

Niu Que was a famous scholar of Confucianism and he 
lived in Shang in the state of Qin. When he was on his way to 
Han Dan. he came upon some bandits in Ou Sha. The bandits 
asked for his money, which he gave them; the bandits asked 
for his horse and carriage, which he gave them; the bandits 
asked for his garments and quilts, which he gave them. After 
the bandits got everything they wanted, they let him go. 
Then the bandits said, “This is a sensible person and he is 
famous all across the world. Since wc have humiliated him so 
badly today, surely he will appeal to the sovereigns of large 
states with ten thousand chariots. The sovereigns of these 
formidable states will definitely mobilize their military forces 
to kill us. If this is the case, none of us can survive. 
Therefore, we’d better catch him and kill him.” They then 
pursued him for thirty Li , caught him and killed him without 
any hesitation. Thus, Niu Que died for his sagacity. Once 
Meng Ben was crossing a river. He pushed through all the 
people waiting in the line and got on the boat first. The 
boatman was angry with him and hit him on the head with the 
oar, as he did not know that he was Meng Ben. When the 
boat reached the middle of the water, Meng Ben stared at the 
boatman, his hair standing on end and his eyes battered. 
Then he rocked the boat, and as a result, all the passengers 
fell into the water. Had they known that he was Meng Ben, 
they would not have dared to look at him in the eye, and no 
one would have crossed the river first, let alone humiliate 
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him. That mishap occurred because no one on the boat knew 
that he was Meng Ben. Therefore, whether you know 
something or not makes little difference in preventing you 
from getting into trouble. Possibly the only way for you to 
dispose of troubles is to remain good-natured. However, 
being good-natured is not always enough in itself to remove 
troubles or disasters. There are some people who do not stick 
to this rule, so you might still get into trouble even though 
you are good-natured yourself. Huan Kui, the minister of 
war of the state of Song, owned a valuable pearl. He fled 
from Song after he had committed misdeeds. Duke Jing of 
Song sent someone to ask him where his pearl was. “I threw 
it into the pond,” he said. The duke then ordered people to 
drain the pond to look for the pearl, but they could not find 
it. However, all the fish died. This story shows that 
misfortune and good fortune are both opposite and 
complementary to each other. During the Shang Dynasty, Zhou 
abused his powers and committed all kinds of sins. Disasters 
caused by him prevailed between the sky and the earth. How 
could being good-natured make any difference in this case? 

Zhang Yi always treated others with respect. Every time 
he passed a lane, veil or curtain, he would walk by quickly. 
He even treated slaves and servants extremely humbly as 
well. He tried to safeguard his life this way, but did not 
enjoy longevity as he died of pyrexia unexpectedly. Shan Bao 
was interested in magical skills. In order to safeguard his own 
life, he went to live in a cave in the hope that he could shut 
himself off from the rest of the world. He would not eat any 
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grain or wear any warm and comfortable clothes. However, 
he did not enjoy a natural lifespan as he was eaten by a tiger. 
When Confucius was taking a rest while in a journey, his 
horse escaped and ate a farmer’s crops. The farmer kept the 
horse and would not return it to him. Zigong tried to reason 
with the farmer, but he would not listen to him. A new 
disciple who was from a very humble family and had only 
followed Confucius for a short period asked his permission to 
meet the farmer. He walked up to the farmer and said, “You 
are not growing crops on the East Sea coast and I am not 
growing crps on the West Sea coast. So, isn’t it inevitable 
that my horse will eat your crops?” The farmer was happy 
with his words and praised him, “That seems reasonable! 
What has the former one said was nonsense. ” He unfastened 
the horse and returned it to him. There is no fixed method of 
persuasion, how could we carp about the external things 
then? 

Sensible gentlemen behave this way : they respect others 
but do not expect to be respected in return, and they love 
others but do not expect to be loved in return. To respect and 
love others is something you can do if you want; to be 
respected and loved by others is beyond your own control. It 
is always necessary for gentlemen to be self-critical and not to 
carp about others. In this way, they can definitely get along 
well with others. 
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Views on Remaining Vigilant Despite Prosperity 


1. On Remaining Vigilant Despite Prosperity 

For a sage sovereign, the larger his territory is, the more 
he will worry about it, and the stronger the national power 
is, the more he will worry about it. If the territory of a state 
is vast, it must be the result of encroachments upon 
neighbouring states. If the national power of a state is 
strong, it must be the result of victories over enemy states 
during military actions. A lot of hatred will he provoked if the 
enemy states are defeated, and many future disasters will be 
caused if the neighbouring states are encroached upon. In this 
case, how could the sovereign not be worried? Therefore, a 
sage sovereign will ponder over how to protect the state from 
danger even when his state is at peace, how to overcome 
hardships even when his state is prosperous and how to 
prevent losses even when he has something of value. It is said 
in Zhoushu, “Behave yourself as if you were standing on the 
top of a chasm and walking on a layer of thin ice over deep 
water. ” It shows that people must behave extremely 
cautiously. 

Jie of the Xia Dynasty was very tyrannical and 
capricious. People all over the world worried deeply about it, 
but no one dared tell the truth. Therefore, he did not know 
the actual situation of his kingdom. Gan Xin, Jie ’ s 
henchman, counted on his powers to override both the states’ 
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sovereigns and the common people. The sensible and innocent 
were very dejected. In order to stamp his authority and halt 
the objections of the court officials, he killed Guan 
Longpang, a straightforward, sensible and loyal official. 
Great tumult was felt amongst the people. Everyone was 
terrified by this bloody action but dared not express their 
feelings directly. The common people considered leaving for 
elsewhere. The court officials were also worried about the 
situation. They did not feel close to Jie any more and 
considered leaving him for good. Jie considered himself as 
sensible and wise and was engaged in covering up his errors. 
Thus he became more and more unworthy and lost the 
support of his people totally. Tang was worried about the 
situation and the sufferings of the people, so he wanted to 
send Yi Yin to Xia to carry out an investigation into the actual 
conditions there. However, he feared that Yi Yin might not 
be trusted in Jie’s administration, so Tang hit Yi Yin in 
person to win over Jie’s trust in him. Yi Yin escaped to Xia 
and stayed there for three years after he was hit. Then he 
went back to Tang ’s capital, Bo, and reported to him, “Jie 
is addicted to love affairs with Mo Xi, Wan and Yan. He does 
not pay any attention to the masses, and the people are 
suffering very badly. The Son of Heaven and his court 
officials hate each other very much. The hearts of the 
common people are filled with hatred towards him. They all 
say, ‘ Heaven is of no mercy to us and the perdition of the Xia 
Dynasty is coming. Tang said, “I sec. The situation you 
described is just as has been described in a poem. ” Tang made 
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an agreement with Yi Yin in which he manifested his 
determination to topple Jie’s regime. Yi Yin went back to the 
court of Xia again to investigate the conditions further and 
this time won the trust of Mo Xi. One day, they were 
talking. She told him, “Last night, the Son of Heaven 
dreamed that there were two suns in the sky. One was from 
the west and the other was from the east. These two suns 
fought each other fiercely. And the sun from the west won 
the battle. ” Yi Yin told Tang of this dream. At that time, 
the feudatory of Tang was experiencing a severe drought. In 
order to keep his word with Yi Yin, Tang sent troops to Xia 
in spite of the drought. He ordered his troops to take off from 
the east and march towards the west. Jie fled even before the 
battle began. Tang chased Jie, caught up with him in Da Sha 
and killed him. Jie lost his life and was derided by people 
everywhere. His notoriety is the result of not listening to the 
remonstration of sensible people. Even though he might 
regret that at the last moment of his life, would it be of any 
help to him any more? Tang replaced Jie and became Son of 
Heaven himself. The people of the toppled Xia Dynasty were 
so happy with him that they respected him as if he were their 
kindly father. Under his supervision, the court officials of the 
former dynasty still held their original posts, the farmers did 
not need to leave their fields and markets did not need to 
make any changes either. The people of the former Xia 
Dynasty were treated as equally as Tang's own people. That 
is the best justice. That is the best safety. That is the best 
honesty. Tang kept his word with Yi Yin even though his 
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feudatory was suffering badly from a severe drought. And all 
the ancestors and other deceased members of Yi Yin’s family 
were sacrificed at the national ancestral temple of the Shang 
Dynasty. 

After King Wu of the Zhou Dynasty defeated the troops 
of the Shang Dynasty, he marched towards Yin, the capital of 
the former Shang Dynasty. Before he got off the carriage, he 
ordered that Zhu be conferred the progenies of the Yellow 
King, Li be conferred the progenies of Yao and Chen the 
progenies of Shun. After he got off, he ordered that Qi be 
conferred the offspring of Yu and appointed Tang’s offspring 
to be sovereign of the state of Song to continue to hold 
ceremonies in Sang Lin. Even at that moment, King Wu was 
quite terrified. He groaned and tears flowed down his cheeks. 
He asked Duke Zhou Dan to call on all the old people of Yin 
and asked them why Yin was toppled and what they and the 
common people of Yin wanted. These old people said, “The 
common people hope that we can resume the policy taken by 
Pan Geng. ” In order to show his objectivity to the people, 
King Wu resumed Pan Geng ’ s policy, and distributed the 
foodstuff kept at Ju Qiao and the money kept at Lu Tai to 
them. He then set all prisoners free, cancelled all bills and 
helped the poor. After that, he had the tomb of Bi Gan 
enlarged, honoured the former house of Jizi and set up a sign 
of honour in the neighbourhood of Shang Rong. People who 
passed these places on foot had to walk quickly, and those 
who took carriages had to get off to show their respects to 
them. Within three days after King Wu toppled the regime of 
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ihe Shang Dynasty, all those who had offered strategies for 
attacking the Shang Dynasty or participated in the military 
action were conferred feudatories, the high-ranking court 
officials were presented with fiefs, and the intellectuals were 
exempted from taxes. After that, King Wu crossed the 
Yellow River and returned to his capital, Hao, to report his 
success to the ancestors who had been sacrificed at the 
national temple. Horses were then set free at Hua Mountain 
and cows were set free at Tao Lin. The horses would not be 
used for military actions again and the cows would not be 
burdened with exhausting tasks any more. Banners, military 
drums, armours and weapons were put into storage so that 
they would not be used again. That was the great 
benevolence and virtue of King Wu. The hall of the court of 
the Son of Heaven of the Zhou Dynasty was never locked to 
show the people that the royal family did not secretly keep 
anything for themselves. Thus, they could keep the most 
valuable things in the world because they did not keep 
anything for themselves secretly. After King Wu toppled the 
Shang Dynasty, he held two people captive and asked them, 
“Do you have ghosts in your kingdom?” One of them said, 
“Yes, we do. Stars appear in the sky during the day and it 
also rains blood. These are the ghosts in our kingdom. ” The 
other said, “Oh, yes. We do have these kinds of ghosts. 
However, they are not the worst. In our kingdom, sons do 
not obey their fathers, younger brothers belittle their elder 
brothers and orders from the sovereign will not be carried 
out. These are the worst ghosts of our kingdom. ” King Wu 



555 



s 

K 

# 

« 

* 

ft 

* 



556 


IJSSil 

& *? jsp. . 8* £ a .+a £#* i»^i, m? n #tt is, wttfe. 

* S :■“- m rfn m WT. lit A Z ft W U &. 4- © £ tt & ft ?'” £ 7 0 .“ tt 
ft ill = 0 ilA«ffi. H 4-&ft;£ISft.X0rT 

til. 

14-iil 

**.♦*«.*I-rife. «r^« ft! + -fcisi^t^jdt^eL- 

*. it if *££*.” 

*LjL-f-iMM*-f-*fc4T«BI #*?***. 

1 #.:“—_t ■*•&«*: T 7 A A *#**,«,£ ft ip 

iiA ***»*.*i±-2-*.**«»£»«*«.*■*# 

*t T « £ Aii., & £ to * it i 1 X. -t -c. ?'” -H -f- °/f f'] it #- + is it : “ M. *. A « 

A##-&&*']» A* A* 

*m& * ®Mfc ** # $■ w A **. *s ,ft r,&« 

«ir7 ,i£&0 X *T*Tit * £* ffc 

At#**] ,«*l-t- ^ =1, — * -f an* a ^PAjj. n #> n 0 # n 


stood up and bowed to them twice. He did so not just out of 
respect to the two captives but because he valued their 
expressions. It is said in Zhouyi, “Behave as cautiously as if 
you were stepping on the tail of a tiger. Thus everything will 
result in good fortune. ” 

Zhao Xiangzi sent Xin Muzi to attack the state of Di, and 
he occupied two towns called Lao Ren (literally meaning old 
people) and Zhong Ren (literally meaning people of middle 
age). Xin Muzi then sent a messenger to report this victory to 
Zhao Xiangzi. At that time, Zhao Xiangzi was eating. When 
he heard this news, he appeared very anxious. The court 
officials around him said, “We occupied two towns in just one 
morning. That’s great. Everyone will be cheerful because of 
this news. Why are you worrying?” Xiangzi said, “The flood 
tides of the Yellow River or the Yangtze River can last no 
more than three days, and the storms will stop only after a 
short while. I am not a person of great virtue and we occupied 
two towns in one morning. Maybe 1 will perish soon. ” When 
Confucius heard of this story, he said, “Perhaps the Zhaos 
are going to be prosperous!” Worrying about the situation 
will lead to prosperity but the exhilaration over it might lead 
to perdition. It is not that difficult to win a battle, but it is 
not easy to maintain the success of victory for good. Sage 
sovereigns can maintain their victories by sticking to this 
cognition, so their progeny can benefit from it. Qi, Chu, Wu 
and Yue used to be invincible, but these states were ruined 
because they did not know how to maintain their victories. 
Only the sage sovereigns can maintain their victories. 
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Confucius was strong enough to lift the gate of the capital city 
by just holding the latch with his hand, but he would rather 
not be remembered or honoured by the people of the world 
because of his strength. Mozi defeated Gongshu Ban during a 
model fight, but he would rather not be honoured for his 
military tactics. People who are good at maintaining victories 
can defeat strong enemies even though they themselves might 
be weak and overwhelmed. 



2. On Evaluating Achievements 

Big profits and small profits cannot be obtained at the 
same time. Great loyalty and insignificant loyalty cannot be 
shown to the same sovereign. You cannot get big profits 
without overlooking those small interests. Nor can you show 
great loyalty to your sovereign without overlooking some 
details. So, it is said that small profits can damage big ones 
and some details will put great loyalty in danger. Sensible 
people would choose big profits and great loyalty and overlook 
small ones and the details. 

Once, King Gong of the state of Chu and Duke Li of the 
state of Jin were engaged in a fierce battle in Yan Ling. The 
troops of Chu were defeated and King Gong was injured 
during the fight. Before the battle took place, Zifan, Chu’s 
minister of war, felt thirsty, so he went back to the camp to 
look for something to drink. His manservant, Yang Gu, gave 
him some rice wine. “No. Take it away. This is wine,” Zifan 
scolded him. Yang Gu said, “No. This is not alcohol. ” Zifan 
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said, “Take it away immediately. I do not want this. ” Yang 
Gu said again, “This is not alcohol. ” Then Zifan took it and 
drank. Zifan loved alcohol and could not get enough. Finally 
he was drunk. After the battle was over. King Gong planned 
to launch another attack, so he sent for Zifan to consult with 
him. Zifan said that he had had a heart attack and refused to 
go, so King Gong went to see him in person. When he 
arrived at his tent, he scented the odour of alcohol, so he left 
immediately. He told his people, “I was injured during 
today’s combat. I had relied on our minister of war, but he 
was too drunk. He must have totally overlooked the national 
ancestral temple of the state of Chu and paid no attention to 
us. 1 will not launch any attack again. ” They then retreated 
from the battleground, and Zifan was sentenced to death. 
Moreover, his corpse was put on display to teach people all 
over the state a lesson. When Yang Gu offered wine to Zifan, 
he wanted to show his loyalty to him but did not intend to 
make him drunk. His loyalty resulted in nothing hut the 
death penalty for Zifan. So, it is said that some details might 
damage great loyalty. 

Previously, Duke Xian of the state of Jin was planning to 
attack the state of Guo via the state of Yu. He called on Xun 
Xi to plan with him. Xun Xi suggested to him, “We could 
bribe the sovereign of Yu with your precious jade produced in 
Chui Ji and the four swift horses from Qu, and then set forth 
our proposal. I am sure that he will agree to it. ” Duke Xian 
said, “The jade produced in Chui Ji is the heirloom of our 
deceased sovereigns, and I cherish those four swift horses 
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from Qu very much. If he accepts our gifts but does not let us 
march through his state, what shall we do then?” Xun Xi 
said, “Well, I do not think that would be likely to happen. If 
he refuses to let us march through his state, he would not 
take our gifts; if he takes our gifts, I am sure that he is going 
to allow us to march across his territory. As for the jade and 
the horses, it is just like transferring the jade from the inner 
storeroom to the outer depot, or transferring the horses from 
inside the palace stable to another stable outside the palace. 
Why are you worrying about that?” Duke Xian agreed. He 
then sent Xun Xi to present the jade and the four swift horses 
to the sovereign of Guo as gifts, and set forth the proposal to 
him. The sovereign of Guo could not refuse the precious jade 
and the swift horses, and intended to accept Xun Xi ’ s 
proposal. Gong Zhiqi expostulated with him fiercely, “No, 
we should not let them march across our territory to attack 
Guo. The relationship between Guo and Yu is somewhat the 
same as that between the lips and the teeth. These two states 
are interdependent. It is stated in an old saying that ‘ the 
teeth will feel cold without the protection of the lips’. 
Therefore, Guo has survived because Yu is in existence. 
Similarly, Yu has survived because Guo is in existence. If we 
allow them to march through our state to attack Guo, Guo 
will be occupied in the morning, and then Yu will follow and 
be ruined in the evening. How could we allow the troops of 
Jin to do that?” However, the sovereign of Guo would not 
listen to him and he agreed to let the Jin troops march 
through his state. Xun Xi led the troops in the attack and 
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occupied Guo. On their way back, they attacked Yu and 
occupied it as well. Xun Xi took the jade and the swift horses 
back to report to Duke Xian. Duke Xian was more than happy 
to have these things back and he said, “The jade is still the 
same, but my horses are getting a bit older. ” So, it is said 
that small profits can endanger big ones. 

Within the state of Zhong Shan, there was another state 
called Qiu You. Marquis Zhi of the state of Jin planned to 
attack it, but there was no access to it. Then, Marquis Zhi 
made a huge bell and carried it to Qiu You with two gharries 
as a gift to its sovereign. The sovereign of Qiu You levelled 
off the mesas and filled the gouges to build a road to transport 
the bell. Chizhang Manzhi remonstrated with him and said, 
“It is said in Shijing, ‘Only when you adhere to the fixed 
rules can you safeguard your state and put it in order. ’ Why 
does Marquis Zhi want to send us such a generous gift? 
Marquis Zhi is very greedy and does not keep his word. He 
must have planned to attack us but there is no access, so he 
made this bell and planned to send it to you with two gharries 
juxtaposed together. If you are going to fill the gouges and 
level off the mesas to welcome the huge bell, it will definitely 
be followed by his troops. ” However, the sovereign did not 
listen to him. After some time, he expostulated with the 
sovereign again. The sovereign of Qiu You said, “The 
sovereign of a big state is trying to improve the relationship 
between our two states voluntarily, but you are going to act 
against his will. It is ominous to do so. Please do not mention 
that again.” Chizhang Manzhi said, “As one of your court 
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officials, I feel guilty if 1 am not loyal to you. Nonetheless, if 
you do not listen to the advice of a loyal court official, 1 am 
going to leave for somewhere else. ” He then broke the axle of 
his carriage and headed for the state of Wei. Seven days later, 
Qiu You perished. The sovereign of Qiu You wanted to 
obtain the bell so much that he would not listen to useful 
advice for his state. While listening to others’ persuasion, 
you should always restrain your own immoderate wishes, as it 
is said that nothing could he better than restraining your own 
immoderate wishes. 

King Zhao of the state of Yan sent Yue Yi, the sovereign 
of Chang, to lead the allied troops of five states to attack the 
state of Qi. Qi sent Chuzi to lead the army to confront the 
allied forces on the banks of the Ji River. I he king of Qi 
wanted Chuzi to commence the fight immediately, so he sent 
someone there to taunt him. The messenger scolded Chuzi, 
“If you do not fight immediately, I am going to kill all your 
relatives. Moreover, I will also excavate the mausoleums of 
your ancestors. ” Chuzi was hurt so much that he wanted to 
be defeated by his enemy. Then he fought the allied troops. 
He hit the gong to order his troops to retreat shortly after the 
attack was launched and the soldiers all fled. The allied 
troops chased them. Chuzi himself took a chariot and 
disappeared. No one knew where he went, and no 
information has been heard from him ever since. Dazi was 
sent out to lead the remnants of the defeated army of Qi and 
they were stationed in Qin Zhou. Since there was no money to 
reward the officers and soldiers, Dazi sent someone to ask for 
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money from the king of Qi. The king was irritated and said, 
“Go to hell! There is no way you will get any money from 
me!” Soon the troops of Qi were defeated by those of Yan. 
Dazi fought to death on the battleground. The king of Qi 
himself fled to Ju. The Yan troops chased the scattered Qi 
soldiers to the capital and they fought each other for the huge 
amount of money kept in the depot of Mei Tang. The king of 
Qi did not want to give out a small amount of money, and as a 
result, he lost almost all his possessions. 

3. On Treating Sensible People with Respect 



It is natural for intellectuals to look down upon their 
sovereigns. Similarly, it is also natural for unworthy 
sovereigns to look down upon intellectuals. If each of them is 
so arrogant towards one another, how can they get along well 
with each other? It is somewhat like the followers of 
Confucius and the scholars of the Mohist School always 
attacking each other, or like the enormous difference in 
customs between the state of Qi and the state of Chu. 
However, sage sovereigns are not the same. Even though 
intellectuals might look down upon them, they would treat 
them more and more courteously. If this is the case, how 
could intellectuals not submit to their authority? If 
intellectuals submit to them, people all over the world will 
follow them and submit to their authority as well. The so- 
called Di is the one who can draw people all over the world to 
him; the so-called King is the one who is admired by people 
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all over the world. People who have mastered Tao will not 
appear arrogant even though they are honoured and enthroned 
as Sons of Heaven; they will not flaunt their wealth even 
though they seem to he as wealthy as the owners of the whole 
world; they will not be dejected even though they are as 
menial and powerless as the ordinary people, nor will they 
worry about it even though they do not have enough to wear 
or eat. They believe in Tao so faithfully that they can 
understand everything and remove all kinds of doubts, can 
stick to their rules and do everything according to their own 
will, can conform to the principles of Heaven and the changes 
of Yin and Yang and can be penetrative and decisive. They 
are honest, simple and never rely on trickery. Their ideals are 
great and their thoughts arc unfathomable. They are high- 
principled and will not yield to others, they are simple and 
humble, too upright to use intrigue and too broad-minded to 
pay attention only to flattery and blame. They consider the 
principles of Heaven to be the most important rules, regard 
virtue as the exclusive standard for all actions and take Tao to 
be the essence of everything; they can change themselves and 
a myriad of things endlessly; their vitality can exist 
everywhere between the sky and Earth inexhaustibly, and 
their thoughts can cover the whole universe and be unlimited 
by anything else. No one knows when Tao begins, no one 
knows when it ends, no one knows where its approach is, and 
no one knows where its root is. It is big enough to contain 
everything, and it is also so tiny that nothing else can be 
contained inside it : it is most valuable. If there were these 
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kinds of people in existence, even the Five Di Ancestors could 
not make friends with them, and even the Three King 
Ancestors could not acknowledge them as teachers. But if 
they could manage to overlook their own powerful status, 
they could possibly get along well with them. 

When Yao visited Shan Quan. he overlooked his status 
as Son of Heaven so he could humble himself to face north 
and ask instructions from Shan Quan respectfully. Yao was a 
Son of Heaven while Shan Quan was a common person. Why 
did Yao treat him with such respect? Well, Shan Quan was a 
sensible person who had mastered Tao. People like him 
should never be treated arrogantly. Yao considered himself to 
be less wise and virtuous than Shan Quan, so he faced north 
to ask for instructions from him. This is known as perfect 
disinterestedness. Apart from the most disinterested people, 
who else could treat sensible people with such respect? 

Duke Zhou Dan was a son of King Wen, the younger 
brother of King Wu and the uncle of King Cheng. He visited 
seventy people living in very poor lanes. Previously, King 
Wen had tried to visit them but could not find them, and King 
Wu had wanted to visit them but could not get the chance. 
However, when Duke Zhou Dan was entrusted to help King 
Cheng, the young Son of Heaven, he did it. Doesn’t that 
mean King Cheng had humbled himself to treat intellectuals 
with respect? 

Duke Huan of Qi went to visit Xiaochen Ji three times a 
day, but was rejected every time. His followers all said, “As 
a sovereign of a big state with ten thousand chariots, you 
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have lowered yourself to visit a common person of no power at 
all three times a day, but you have been rejected every time. 
It is best to give up.” Duke Huan said, “No. As an 
intellectual who does not pay any attention to ranks and 
salaries, it is natural for him to look down upon the sovereign 
of his state. Similarly, for a sovereign who does not lay any 
stress on the great achievement of unifying the whole world 
or establishing one of the most powerful states, it is also 
natural for him to look down upon intellectuals. Even though 
he might not pay any attention to ranks and salaries, how 
could I look down on the great achievement of establishing 
one of the most powerful states or unifying the whole world?” 
Since Duke Huan insisted on visiting Xiaochen Ji, no one 
could stop him, and he finally got the chance to see him. 
Duke Huan is often criticized for his indecent private life, but 
he finally became one of the Five Lord-protectors. If he could 
stick to his way of doing things and also lead a moderate life, 
he might have unified the world and become a King himself. 

When Zichan was prime minister of the state of Zheng, 
every time he went to visit Huqiu Zilin, he would sit among 
his pupils according to the rule—the older one is, the better 
and more honourable his place should be—thereby 
overlooking his own power and status. As the prime minister 
of a big state, Zichan could nevertheless humble himself to 
discuss strategies, ideals and integrity with his inferiors. He 
was probably the only one among his peers who could do 
that. So, in the state of Zheng, only two persons were 
sentenced to death and three put in prison during the eighteen 
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years he was prime minister. Moreover? no one would pick 
the peaches or plumbs overhanging the sides of the roads, and 
no one would keep the knife or wimble lost by others on the 
ground. 

When Marquis Wen of the state of Wei was visiting 
Duangan Mu, he became exhausted as they had stood and 
talked for a long time. However, he dared not sit down for a 
rest. But when he was visiting Zhai Huang on his way back, 
he just sat on the ground with both legs stretched out and 
talked with him. Zhai Huang was not happy. Marquis Wen 
said, “As for Duangan Mu, I offered him a powerful 
position, but he refused to accept it. 1 offered him a high 
salary, but he refused it too. On the contrary, you wish that 
your position be as powerful as the prime minister and your 
salary be as high as that of the highest-ranking court officials. 
But now that you have accepted a position and salary from 
me, you still ask me to treat you courteously. Don’t you 
think that it is difficult for me to do that?” Therefore, it can 
be seen that sage sovereigns would treat those people who 
refuse to accept positions and salaries with respect. And the 
best way for them to treat these people is to restrain their 
own wishes and lusts. If their wishes and lusts are kept 
moderate, all their orders can be carried out. Marquis Wen 
really paid attention to intellectuals and also knew the correct 
way to treat them. Thus, he defeated the troops of Chu at 
Lian Di in the south, defeated the state of Qi at the Great 
Wall (referring to an ancient wall in the state of Qi) in the 
east and held the marquis of Qi captive and took him to the 


-?r 



578 


mi^T£ft#,^T£M*$g.ifc£i£0HUite o 

£&*£**. *±*nm»85JHft. 

I*ftl 

Bl fc M*KAT*• A, *** A«*ft AT 
fA,ftJtf *.«&&*. Tttlf-A. 

d^Ppft^ftfti.ftTtfftAll-Aftili *#*!**,*A 
«.*-*ft*a«%? (J? If A# £&*&£££$, ffl BS *.£4f « 

***» fl * jtitft * ** A, ft # *| Wft ft, it A ft « T ft* A « . * 
ft ffl Sfrft * Aft 

M.*,^ *#*«***, ***$*+♦ 

T . * ft # * *-. S A ft T 4 . it ft * 4- 7 * #> ft #6- ft ”t, *P A -a T « 

oftj& ,«tftft«f *7 .*<A.*flft:“ft;fc& ftft*|ii#ftA? ,, *A 


Son of Heaven. As a result, the Son of Heaven appointed 
Marquis Wen to be one of the highest-ranking officials of the 
Zhou Dynasty. 

4. On Repaying Obligations 

Even though the territory of King Wen was small, it 
nonetheless had enough grain to support, enough carriages to 
provide a service for, and enough money to treat courteously 
sensible people of the world. Making friends with sensible 
people of the world explains King Wen’s great achievements 
of unifying the whole world and becoming a King himself. 
Sovereigns of the contemporary time could depend on the help 
of the sensible people to safeguard their states even though 
they might not be able to unify the whole world. Isn’t that an 
easy goal to reach? Zhao Xuanmeng survived the threat of a 
death sentence, Lord Zhaowen of the state of Zhou gained 
great fame, and Lord Mengchang successfully persuaded the 
troops of the state of Chu to withdraw as they all got along 
well with sensible people. For the people of ancient times 
who achieved fame and magnificence, safeguarded their states 
and successfully protected themselves from disasters, there 
was no other path than to adhere to this principle. Any 
arrogance in manner might humiliate sensible and talented 
intellectuals and drive them away. 

Once upon a time, while Zhao Xuanmeng was on his way 
to Jiang, he saw someone lying, starving under a curved 
mulberry tree, too hungry to stand up again. Xuanmeng got 
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off his carriage, prepared something for him to eat, and bent 
down to feed him. After the man had taken food twice, he 
came back to life and opened his eyes. Zhao Xuanmeng asked 
him, “Why are you starving so badly?” The man replied, “1 
used to serve as a minor sub-officer in Jiang. Now I am on the 
way home and my food has run out. I hate to beg from others 
and will not steal anything from them either. That’s why I 
am so hungry. ” Xuanmeng then gave him some dried meat. 
He accepted gratefully but did not dare eat it. Zhao 
Xuanmeng asked him why. He replied, “I have an old mother 
at home. I am going to save it for her. ” Zhao Xuanmeng said, 
“Please eat it right now. 1 will give you more meat. ” He then 
gave him two portions of meat and one hundred coins, then 
left. Two years later, Duke Ling of the state of Jin wanted to 
murder Zhao Xuanmeng. He pretended to invite him for a 
drink, but positioned warriors in the side room of the palace 
to ambush and kill him. But Zhao Xuanmeng scented Duke 
Ling’s intent and left before he finished drinking. Duke Ling 
then ordered the warriors hidden in the side room to chase and 
kill him. One of them ran and quickly caught up with Zhao 
Xuanmeng. But after he saw him face to face, he said, “Oh, 
it is you! 1 am going to return and fight to death for your 
sake. ” Zhao Xuanmeng asked, “What is your name?” “There 
is no need for you to know my name,” said the man as he ran 
back, “1 am the one whose life you saved under that curved 
mulberry tree. ” He then turned back and fought Duke Ling’s 
other warriors ferociously. Thus, Zhao Xuanmeng survived. 
It is said in Shangshu, “No small favour to others should be 
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too insignificant. ” That is the case. Zhao Xuanmeng did one 
person a favour, and as a result survived extremely dangerous 
circumstances. What would have happened if he had helped 
tens of thousands of people? So, it is said in Shijing, “Look, 
how brave the warriors are! They could safeguard the 
protective walls of the dukes and marquises. ” And it is also 
said, “Look, how many sensible intellectuals there are! They 
could assure the safety of King Wen”. How dare sovereigns 
not be concerned with taking good care of intellectuals then? 
However, it is always difficult to recognize sensible 
intellectuals. The only way to find them is to search faithfully 
all across the world. Thus, they will not be missed. 

Zhang Yi was born to the concubine of a high-ranking 
court official of the state of Wei, and he was due to travel to 
the west via the East Zhou to meet the sovereign of the state 
of Qin. One of the guests told Lord Zhaowen of the East 
Zhou, “Zhang Yi from the state of Wei is a very capable 
person. Now he is going to travel to the west to visit Qin. 1 
hope that Your Majesty will treat him courteously when he 
passes through our land. ” Lord Zhaowen interviewed Zhang 
Yi and told him, “As far as I know, you are going to visit the 
state of Qin. My state is too small to use people as capable as 
you. However, whether you will be appreciated by the 
sovereign of Qin or not is uncertain. If not, please return to 
me. Even though my state is small, I would like to share it 
with you. ” Zhang Yi turned round, walked a few steps 
quickly and bowed northwards to him to show his thanks. At 
the time when Zhang Yi was about to leave the East Zhou, 
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Lord Zhaowen saw him off in person and gave him a large 
sum of money as travelling expenses. After Zhang Yi had 
been in Qin for some time. King Hui appreciated his talents 
very much and appointed him as prime minister. Among the 
people all over the world, Zhang Yi was most grateful to 
Lord Zhaowen. The East Zhou was only a small state with 
one thousand chariots, but Zhang Yi paid much more 
attention to it compared to big states with ten thousand 
chariots. Thus, he asked King Hui of Qin to formally 
acknowledge Lord Zhaowen as his teacher. Owing to Zhang 
Yi’s help, when the state of Qin arranged the meeting of the 
sovereigns of all the states in Pang Ze, the king of Wei served 
as a driver to Lord Zhaowen and the king of Han served as the 
bodyguard on the right-hand side of his chariot. His name and 
title have been remembered ever since. 

While Lord Mengchang was living in Xue, the troops of 
the state of Chu launched military action against him. The 
state of Qi sent Chunyu Kun to the state of Chu on a 
diplomatic mission. When he was on his way back to Qi, he 
passed by Xue. Lord Mengchang sent a representative to 
show his respects, and the lord also went to the suburbs to 
see him off in person. He told Chunyu Kun, “The troops of 
Chu are attacking us right now. If you do not offer me help, 
sir, I shall have no one to whom I can resort. ” Chunyu Kun 
said, “I know what I can do for you. ” After he arrived at the 
capital of Qi, he reported his work to the king of Qi. The 
king asked him, “What did you witness in the state of Chu?” 
Chunyu Kun replied, “Well, I think that Chu is too greedy 
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and overbearing. But Xue is not acting according to its 
abilities either. ” “ What do you mean?” asked the king. 
Chunyu Kun replied, “Xue is not acting according to its 
abilities because Lord Mengchang has built a temple there as 
a sacrifice to our deceased sovereign. The state of Chu is so 
greedy and overbearing that it has dispatched troops to attack 
Xue, and our ancestral temple in Xue will be endangered. 
Xue is not acting according to its abilities, and Chu is greedy 
and overbearing. ” The expression on the face of the king 
changed suddenly, and he said, “Oh, 1 see. Our ancestral 
temple is there. ” He then sent troops to rescue Xue 
immediately. If you implore with others while you are in exile 
or even kneel down on the ground to plead, it would be of 
little help even though they might agree to help you (referring 
to the loss of dignity). Hence, as for people who are talented 
in persuasion, they would describe an actual situation and 
adapt their own arguments in the meantime. In this way, 
they can make their listeners feel as if they themselves were in 
danger. Is it really necessary to use coercion to make them do 
things? It is unwise to force others to do things against their 
own will at any rate. If others do not listen to your 
arguments, maybe it is not because of the situation you have 
described, but because of yourself, the persuader. 
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5. The Skills in Persuading 


People who are good at persuasion can turn external 
forces to their own advantage. They steer the development of 
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things by hint of oncoming forces, and they also facilitate the 
development of things by hint of concluding forces. They do 
not show any spoor but conform to the development of actual 
conditions like echoes following sounds. Moreover, in order 
to reach their goals, they also adapt to the rise and decline of 
external things. Thus, they can take control over their 
listeners’ will even though they might be very powerful and 
talented. With favourable external forces, when shouting 
before the wind, your voice is no louder, but it can reach 
much farther than usual; when looking from the top of a hill, 
your eyesight is no better, but you can see things much 
farther in the distance. 

Hui Ang went to visit King Kang of the state of Song. 
King Kang stamped, coughed and shouted loudly at the same 
time, “I only admire robust and brave people, and hate those 
who are trying to spread the principles of benevolence and 
righteousness. What kind of lessons are you going to give 
me?” Hui Ang said, “1 know one method. Using this 
method, you would not be injured even though others are 
brave, and you can avoid being hit even though others are 
robust. Are you sure that you are not interested in it?” 
“Great,” said King Kang, “1 do want to hear something 
about that.” Hui Ang said, “In this case, it is still a big 
shame even though you are not injured or hit. I know another 
method. Using this method, others dare not assassinate you 
even though they are brave, and they dare not hit you even 
though they are robust. Are you sure you are not interested 
in it?” “That is excellent,” said King Kang, “Yes, I would 
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love to hear about it. ” Ilui Ang said, “In this case, it does 
not mean that others do not want to do so even though they 
dare not assassinate or assault you. I know another method. 
It can free others from any intention of assassinating or 
assaulting you. Aren’t you interested in that?” King Kang 
said, “Yes. That’s fine! I would love to hear about that.” 
“Well,” said Hui Ang, “In this case, even though 
unintentionally, others will not support you from the bottom 
of their hearts or want to act for your sake. 1 know another 
method. It can make people all over the world, male and 
female, love you from the bottom of their hearts and 
concentrate on acting for your sake. Thus it is much better 
than just being brave or robust, and superior to the four 
aforementioned cases. Aren’t you interested in that?” King 
Kang said, “I would love to know about that.” Hui Ang 
replied, “Kong Qiu and Mo Di are this kind of people. They 
do not have any territory of their own, but can act as rulers of 
the people of the world. They do not hold any positions, but 
are considered as officers of the people of the world. They all 
love them, long for them, wish to defend them and serve 
them faithfully. As for you, you are the sovereign of a big 
state with ten thousand chariots. If you really want to do 
something for the world, everyone within the four borders 
will benefit from it. Then you could be more sensible and 
wiser than Kong Qiu and Mo Di. ” The king of Song did not 
know how to reply to him. Hui Ang left quickly. The king 
told the people around him, “He really has a tongue in his 
head. I admire his words.” Compared with his peers, the 
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king of Song is only a mediocre sovereign, but even he could 
be convinced when Hui Ang knew how to make the best of 
the situation. Knowing how to make the best of the situation, 
the poor can get ahead of the rich and the weak minority can 
take control over the powerful majority. 

Tian Zan wore patches to visit the king of Chu. The king 
said, “Look, why do you wear such shabby garments?” Tian 
Zan replied, “Some clothes are worse than mine. ” The king 
asked, “Could you tell me something about that?” Tian Zan 
replied, “Armour is worse than my clothes. ” The king asked 
him, “What do you mean?” Tian Zan said, “Well, it is too 
cold to wear it in winter and too hot to wear it in summer. 
Nothing could be worse. I cannot dress myself up while I am 
poor. But as for you, you are the sovereign of a big state with 
ten thousand chariots, and no one could be wealthier than 
you. Nonetheless, you would like your people to wear 
armour. I really do not understand it. I suppose that you are 
doing that to spread the principles of benevolence and 
righteousness? But armour is used for military activities 
during which heads are cut off, abdomens are cut open, cities 
are reduced to relics and fathers and sons are killed. Thus, 
you will become notorious. I suppose that you are doing so in 
pursuit of concrete benefits? If you are planning to damage 
others, they are likely to plot against you too. If you are 
thinking of toppling other regimes, they will manage to 
overthrow you. In fact, it is not safe to do so. I do not think 
that it is wise for you to choose either of these two ways. ” 
The king of Chu could not say even one word to oppose him. 
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Even though Tian Zan’s advice could not be spreaded far and 
wide* he really knew how to set forth his ideas. But he was 
possibly unaware of the argument for disbanding all military 
forces and abolishing warfare. 

After the people of the state of Lu held Guan Zhong 
captive, he was tied up and thrown into a prisoner’s cage. 
Some bailiffs were then asked to transport him back to the 
state of Qi in a cart. The bailiffs escorting him pulled the cart 
by hand and sang on the way. Guan Zhong worried that these 
people might stop and kill him at any moment, so he hoped to 
reach Qi as quickly as possible. Therefore, he told the 
bailiffs, “1 will lead the chorus and you can simply respond to 
my tune. ” The tune he sang made them march faster, and as 
a result, the bailiffs did not feel tired and completed the 
journey quickly. Guan Zhong really knew how to improve a 
situation. The bailiffs’ wishes were fulfilled. Moreover, his 
own wish was fulfilled too. Taking these kinds of measures to 
govern a state with ten thousand chariots, it would be 
nothing for him to establish one of the most powerful states. 
Nonetheless, Duke Huan would not cooperate with him 
adroitly to unify the world. 

6. On Making Great Efforts All the Time 

Wise people can always grasp the opportunity when they 
are taking action. Opportunities are not always at hand, but 
you should never stop exerting yourself to prepare for action, 
whether it will result in success or failure. Use the things 
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which are under your firm control to influence those which are 
beyond your control, like taking a carriage or boat to travel a 
long distance. 

There is an animal in the north called Jue. Its two front 
legs look exactly like those of a rat, and the hind legs like 
those of a hare. It tumbles when it walks quickly, and it 
stumbles when it tries to run. It often collects certain types of 
sweet grasses and presents them to another animal called 
Qiongqiong Juxu. Thus, when Jue gets into trouble, 
Qiongqiong Juxu carries it on its back and helps it to escape 
from danger. That is an example of using things under your 
firm control to manipulate those beyond your control. 

Baoshu Ya, Guan Zhong and Zhao Hu were very close to 
one another, and the three of them hoped to bring the state of 
Qi good order together. They considered Childe Jiu as the one 
to be enthroned and take over the regime. Zhao Hu said, 
“The relationship of the three of us with the state of Qi is just 
like the relationship of the three legs with a cauldron. None 
of them is dispensable. Moreover, Xiao Bai will not be 
enthroned anyway. I think we’d better support Childe Jiu 
together. ” Guan Zhong said, “No. We should not do that. 
The people of our state hate Childe Jiu’s mother, therefore, 
they must dislike C'hilde Jiu too. But they feel sorry for 
Childe Xiao Bai because his mother has passed away. We do 
not know for sure who will take over the regime, so I suggest 
that one of us go to help Childe Xiao Bai while the rest can 
help Childe Jiu. Anyway, one of the two, either Childe Jiu or 
Childe Xiao Bai, must take control over the state of Qi. ” So, 
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Baoshu went to serve as Childe Xiao Bai’s mentor, and Guan 
Zhong and Zhao Hu stayed with Childe Jiu. At that time, no 
one knew for sure who was going to take over the regime of 
Qi, so it was uncertain whether or not Childe Jiu would 
become the sovereign. Under such circumstances, Guan 
Zhong was still very considerate and good at planning things. 
If that plan was not thorough enough, it would be at the 
providence of Heaven since he had certainly tried his best. 

The troops of the state of Qi attacked Lin Qiu. The state 
of Zhao sent Kong Qing to lead the suicide squads to rescue 
it. Kong Qing and his men confronted the troops of Qi 
bravely and defeated them badly. The Qi general was killed 
during the combat. Kong Qing captured two thousand 
chariots and made two artificial hills with the thirty thousand 
Qi corpses. Ning Yue told Kong Qing, “I think we should 
return these corpses to Qi to stir up an inner conflict inside 
their state. 1 heard that ancient generals would present their 
enemies with a dilemma; they could neither advance nor 
retreat, as they were forced to make room for the corpses of 
those who had lost their lives during the war. Moreover, they 
would also take their enemies ’ armour and chariots and 
consume all the money kept in all depots to bury the dead. 
This tactic is known as ‘attacking from within’. ” Kong Qing 
said, “But what will happen if they won’t come to take back 
the corpses?” Ning Yue said, “Well, first of all, they are 
guilty of losing the war. They led so many soldiers to fight us 
but could not let them return home safely. That is their 
second sin. In addition, we send back the corpses but they 
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refuse to accept them. That is their third sin. The common 
people would hate their sovereign bitterly because of these 
three sins. If this is the case, the sovereign would not manage 
to govern his subjects, nor would the subjects want to serve 
their sovereign. This is known as the double-attack. ” Ning 
Yue was very good at dictating both military and civil 
policies. With his military policies, he could achieve victory 
by military forces; with his civil policies, he could achieve 
triumph by resorting to benevolence. If both your military 
policies and civil policies are incomparable, every enemy will 
yield to you. 

Duke Wen of the state of Jin planned to arrange a 
meeting of the sovereigns of all the states. Jiu Fan argued 
with him, “No, you should not do that. People of the world 
are not aware that you are a man of righteousness. ” Duke 
Wen asked, “What should I do then?” Jiu Fan suggested, 
“Now that the Son of Heaven has taken sanctuary in the state 
of Zheng to protect himself from the rebellion incited by his 
step-brother Shu Dai, why don’t you take this chance to help 
him return and take over the regime again? Thus you can 
demonstrate your righteousness. Moreover, you will be held 
in high repute by doing so. ” Duke Wen asked, “Am I capable 
of doing that?” Jiu Fan said, “Well, if we can succeed, it 
would be a great opportunity for you to follow in the footsteps 
of King Wen, consolidate the achievements of King Wu, 
enlarge the state territory and safeguard the nation. If we 
cannot succeed, it would still be a good chance for you to 
rectify the mistakes committed by the royal family of the Zhou 
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Dynasty, extricate the Son of Heaven from the disaster, 
universalize moral education and gain such a high reputation 
that you might become immortal. Please do not hesitate. 
Take action right now. ” Duke Wen followed this idea. He 
then united the Rong People living in Cao Zhong and the Di 
People living in Li Tu to help the Son of Heaven settle in 
Cheng Zhou. The Son of Heaven then rewarded him with the 
land of Nan Yang. Duke Wen thus became one of the Five 
Lord-protectors. His actions were in accordance with the 
principle of righteousness and resulted in great achievements. 
From this perspective, Duke Wen can be called a man of 
wisdom, and that could be attributed to Jiu Fan’s guidance. 
Duke Wen had taken refuge outside Jin for about seventeen 
years, and established one of the most powerful states four 
years after taking over the regime, probably because he was 
wise enough to listen to the advice of wise people such as Jiu 
Fan. 

Guan Zhong and Baoshu Ya helped Duke Iluan of the 
state of Qi to handle government affairs. At that time, the 
common people living on the eastern border of Qi often 
reported their hardships to the government. After Guan 
Zhong died, Shu Diao and Yi Ya were appointed to powerful 
positions. At that time, people of the state rarely reported 
any hardships at all, because they dared not tell the truth. 
Guan Zhong became the most outstanding leader of the state 
of Qi, and his offspring all benefited because he knew about 
the most important rules of propriety. If one knows about the 
most important rules of propriety, it is all right even though 
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he does not know how to handle government affairs. 


7. On Making the Best of A Situation 

The most valuable principle held by the Xia, the Shang 
and the Zhou Dynasties was to make the best of a situation. 
People who can make the best use of a situation are invincible 
everywhere. Yu dredged three rivers and five lakes, 
excavated Yin Que Mountain and dredged the watercourses to 
allow the waters to pour into the East Sea, because he 
understood the tendency of the flowing water. After Shun 
moved the first time, a town came into being at the place 
where he settled down. After his second move, a city came 
into being. And after his third move, a state was established. 
So Yao devolved the authority over the world to him, in 
accordance with the will of the common people. Tang and 
Wu, two small states with only one thousand chariots each, 
took control over the regimes of the Xia and Shang Dynasties 
respectively. Standing idly, you can reach the state of Qin 
with the help of a carriage. Sitting idly, you can get to the 
state of Yue with the help of a boat. Both Qin and Yue are far 
away from us, but you can either stand or sit idly and travel 
there with transport such as a carriage or a boat. 

King Wu of the Zhou Dynasty sent a messenger to Yin to 
investigate the situation there. The messenger returned to Qi 
Zhou to report, and said, “The Shang Dynasty is in severe 
disorder. ” King Wu asked, “ How severe is it?” The 
messenger replied. “The positions held by wicked people are 
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senior to those of able intellectuals. ” King Wu said, “It is not 
the right time to take action. ” The messenger went to Yin 
again to make more secret inquiries. After some time, he 
returned and reported to King Wu, “The situation of the 
Shang Dynasty is much worse now. ” King Wu asked, “How 
much worse is it?” He replied, “All the sensible people have 
left to take refuge elsewhere. ” King Wu said, “It is still not 
the right time to take action. ” The man went to Yin for the 
third time, then went back to report to King Wu, “This time 
the disorder of the Shang Dynasty is even worse. ” King Wu 
asked, “How much worse is it then?” He said, “The common 
people dare not express their discontentment now. ” King Wu 
acknowledged this, then told Duke Tai Wang. Duke Tai said, 
“If the sensible people are estranged but the unworthy are 
used, it is regarded as tyranny; if the sensible people are 
leaving to take refuge at other places, it is regarded as 
collapse; if the common people dare not express their 
discontentment, it is regarded as inhumanity. The disorder of 
the Shang Dynasty has reached its worst point. It could not 
be worse. ” He then dispatched three hundred selected 
chariots and three thousand warriors, and united with 
sovereigns of other states to take combined military action on 
the day of Jia Zi. Zhou was held captive. King Wu knew for 
sure that Zhou was not capable of counterattacking him. If 
one knows how to make the best use of the situation, which 
kind of enemy cannot be defeated? 

When King Wu's troops arrived at the Wei River, the 
Yin regime sent Jiao Ge to investigate the military situation of 
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the troops of Zhou. King Wu interviewed Jiao Ge in person. 
Jiao Ge asked, “Where are you going? Please tell me the 
truth. ” King Wu said, “I won’t cheat you. We are marching 
towards the capital of Yin. ” Jiao Ge asked, “When will you 
be there then?” King Wu said, “Well, we are going to arrive 
at the outskirts of the capital of Yin on the day of Jia Zi. You 
can go back and report this. ” Jiao Ge left. At that time, it 
rained heavily all day long. King Wu ordered his troops to 
march forward quickly without stopping. But his strategists 
suggested to him, “The soldiers are very tired. Please let 
them take a rest.” King Wu said, “No. 1 have already told 
Jiao Ge to tell his sovereign that we shall be there on the day 
of Jia Zi. The sovereign would not believe in Jiao Ge any more 
if we do not reach there on that day. And if Jiao Ge is not 
trusted any more, he will be killed. We are advancing fast to 
save Jiao Ge’s life. ” King Wu and his troops arrived at the 
outskirts of the capital of Yin on the day of Jia Zi as expected. 
Yin had already deployed their troops there. After King Wu 
arrived, the two armies engaged in bloody combat and the Yin 
troops were badly defeated. That showed the righteousness 
of King Wu. King Wu’s actions were in accordance with the 
will of the common people while Zhou ’ s conducts were 
against it. Would it have been of any use even though he had 
deployed his troops before the arrival of King Wu? It only 
make King Wu win the battle more easily. 

After King Wu arrived in the capital of Yin, he heard 
that an old person there was held in high repute, so he went 
to visit him and asked him the reason for the perdition of the 
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Shang Dynasty. The old man said, “If Your Highness really 
wants to know my opinion about that, please come back here 
again at noon tomorrow. ” The next day, when King Wu and 
Duke Zhou Dan went there, the old man did not show up at 
all. King Wu was very surprised. Duke Zhou said, “I see. 
He must be a sensible and honourable gentleman. He did not 
die for the sake of his sovereign, nor could he tolerate 
speaking ill of the sovereign himself. As for the fact that he 
did not show up as he promised us, he is telling us that not 
keeping his word this way accounts for Yin’s failure. ” 

Watching the movement of universal bodies, 
astronomers can predict the alternation of the four seasons 
because they know how to make good use of external things. 
Watching the movement of the moon, calendar makers can 
know the beginning and the end of each month because they 
too know how to make good use of external things. Yu wore 
nothing when he went to “the Naked Country” (legend has it 
that people of this country never wore anything) , but dressed 
himself up when he left there because he knew he had to 
adapt to differing circumstances. When Mozi visited the king 
of Chu, he wore flowery clothes and played the sheng (a reed 
pipe wind instrument) in the meantime, because he knew how 
to adapt to the circumstances. Confucius interviewed Madam 
Li through the introduction of Mi Zixia because he too knew 
how to adapt to the circumstances. Tang and King Wu lived 
in troubled times and personally witnessed the sufferings of 
the people. They spreaded their principles of morality and 
justice and produced great achievements because they knew 
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how to adapt to the circumstances. Hence, one can achieve 
his goal if he knows how to make the best use of the 
situation. On the contrary, he will fail if he is too obstinate. 
People who know how to make the best use of the situation 
are invincible. Otherwise, if you cannot do that, will it be of 
any use even though your territory is vast and your people are 
innumerable? 

8. On Examining the Current Situation 

Why don ’ t sovereigns of contemporary times use the 
laws of ancient sovereigns? It is not that the laws of ancient 
sovereigns are bad, but that they are not suitable for the 
current situation. Laws of ancient sovereigns had come down 
from generation to generation. But some people must have 
added some regulations to them, and other people must have 
deleted some of their provisions too. How could they be used 
indiscriminately? They should not be used even though they 
had not been altered by other people. People of the east coast 
area and those who live in the central part of China 
denominate things differently, and there are also some 
differences between ancient and modern laws as well. For 
example, the old names of things are no longer in use 
nowadays, and the modern laws are not in accordance with 
the old ones. People who live under the influence of different 
customs are somewhat the same. They all have similar 
wishes, but their ways of fulfilling these wishes are different. 
People of different areas speak different dialects, just as they 
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are used to different carriages, boats, clothes, hats, 
flavours, tunes and colours. Nonetheless, they all consider 
their own ways to be the best and attack those held by 
others. Scholars of the world are good at verbalism and are 
engaged in sophistry. However, they are usually only 
concerned with attacking others to win a debate, hut tend to 
overlook facts. How can we simply use the laws of ancient 
kings then? We should not use them even if we were provided 
with the possibility of doing so, because the laws of ancient 
kings were made according to their own situations. However, 
the laws cannot change themselves as the situation changes. 
Therefore, we should not use those laws even though they 
had come down to us through time. So, we should abandon 
fixed laws of ancient kings, but we can still learn from their 
ways of making laws. What kind of guidelines did ancient 
kings adhere to in the making of their laws? Well, the only 
standard they complied with is the human being. They 
themselves were also human beings, so they could understand 
others by first understanding themselves. They could also 
grasp the past by grasping the present. The past and the 
present are the same. They themselves are like others as 
well. What differentiates able intellectuals from the rest is 
that they can understand the situation of remote areas by 
examining the situation of nearby areas; they understand the 
past by grasping the present; and they deduce the invisible by 
studying the visible. Hence, they can know the movement of 
the sun and the moon and the changes of Yin and Yang by 
observing the shadows of their houses; they can know that it 
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is getting cold and fishes and turtles are hiding themselves 
when they see the water kept in a bottle freezes up, and they 
can know the taste of all the meat in a cooking pot by tasting 
only one small piece of it. 

The people of the state of Chu planned to attack the state 
of Song. They sent someone to gauge the level of the Yong 
River in advance. At the time when they crossed it, the Yong 
River had a big freshet, but the Chu people did not know 
this. They still crossed according to the mark made 
previously. As a result, more than one thousand people were 
drowned. The cries of the terrified soldiers were so loud that 
some houses on the riverside were damaged by the noise. At 
the time when the mark was made, they could cross according 
to it. However, they did not know that the river was deeper 
but still tried to cross it according to the old mark. No 
wonder they were defeated. For contemporary sovereigns 
who want to use the laws of ancient kings, the situation is 
somewhat the same, since ancient laws do not suit the current 
situation. If they insist on using the ancient sovereigns’ laws 
to govern their states, isn’t it tragic? A state will get into 
severe disorder if there is no law to govern it. There will also 
be errors if the law is adhered to stubbornly. Both errors and 
disorder will cause the perdition of the state. The situation 
has changed, so it is suitable to change laws correspondingly. 
It is somewhat like an outstanding doctor treating his patients 
with various therapies and prescriptions according to the 
different degrees and types of their diseases. If the actual 
condition of the illnesses has changed but he still uses the 
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same treatments, he will make those who might otherwise 
enjoy longevity die prematurely. Hence, all actions must be 
taken according to law and lawmakers must adjust to the 
ever-changing circumstances. If everyone knows that, there 
will be no misconduct. 

Those who do not dare to criticize the law are the 
common people; those who should devote their lives to 
defending the law are the officers in charge of justice? and 
those who can adapt to the ever-changing situations are the 
sage sovereigns. Therefore, in the history of the human 
being, seventy-one sage sovereigns have governed the world, 
and all have used different laws. It is not that they intended 
to differentiate themselves from the others by making 
divergent laws. Rather, they did it because they faced 
different situations. Thus, as for with an excellent sword, 
we hope that it is sharp enough to cut things, but do not wish 
it to be Mo Ye; as for an excellent horse, we hope that it can 
run one thousand li in one day, but do not wish it to be Ji 
Ao. Making great achievements and gaining high repute were 
goals longed for by ancient sovereigns. Once, a man from the 
state of Chu was crossing the Yangtze River. His sword fell 
into the water. He then marked his position on the boat in a 
hurry, and said, “My sword fell down from this place.” 
After the boat stopped, he dived into the water according to 
the mark he had made on the boat to look for his sword. The 
boat moved ahead while the sword stayed at the bottom of the 
river. Wasn’t it foolish to look for the sword this way? Using 
old laws is somewhat like that. The situation has changed, 
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but the laws are fixed. Isn’ t it difficult to govern a state this 
way? There is another story. Once a man was crossing the 
Yangtze River. He saw that someone was about to throw a 
baby into the river. The baby was crying loudly. He asked 
the reason, and was told,“His father is good at swimming. ” 
Must the son be good at swimming even though his father is 
good at it? Doing things that way is absolutely wrong. The 
way the state of Chu handled its government affairs is 
somewhat like that. 
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Views on Foreseeing the Development of Things 


1. On Foreseeing the Development of Things 

When any state is facing the threat of ruin, sensible 
people will take the initiative and leave for other places. 
Throughout history, it has always been the same. Rural 
areas will follow cities. Cities will follow the people. And the 
people will follow sensible people. Hence, as for a sage 
sovereign, if he can win over sensible people, he will win over 
the people; if he can win over the people, he will obtain 
cities; if he can obtain cities, he will gain rural areas as well. 
In order to obtain one territory, is it always necessary for a 
sovereign to go there in person to persuade the local people? 
He can do this by obtaining the most essential thing 
(referring to winning over sensible people). 

Zhong Gu, the chief court historian of the Xia Dynasty, 
took out the old documents, held them in both hands and 
cried. Jie was very fatuous, and as he was becoming even 
more ferocious and licentious, Zhong Gu left him to seek 
refuge in Shang. Tang was more than happy to see him, and 
told the sovereigns of other states, “Look, the king of Xia is 
so tyrannical that he murders the common people, threatens 
fathers and elder brothers, humiliates the meritorious, 
belittles the good and sensible, overlooks morality and justice 
and only believes in the slanderers. All the people are hostile 
towards him, and as a result, the high-ranking court official 
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in charge of old documents has submitted to the authority of 
Shang. ” 

When Xiang Zhi, the chief historian of Yin, saw that 
Zhou was becoming increasingly fatuous, he put the old 
documents of the Shang Dynasty on his carriage and escaped 
to take refuge in Zhou. King Wu was more than happy to see 
him and told other states’ sovereigns, “Look, the king of the 
Shang Dynasty could not be more fatuous. He is addicted to 
alcohol, has estranged Jizi and flirts with pretty women and 
favoured males. Moreover, Da Ji has taken control over 
government affairs, awards and punishments are not 
dispensed reasonably, the law is totally overlooked, and three 
innocent people have been killed. As a result, the common 
people have become very disobedient and the high-ranking 
court official in charge of old documents has escaped to the 
capital of the state of Zhou. ” 

When the chief court historian of the state of Jin, Tu 
Shu, witnessed the disorder of his state and the arrogance and 
immorality of his sovereign, he escaped to the state of Zhou 
along with the old documents of Jin. Duke Wei of Zhou 
interviewed him in person and asked him, “Among all the 
states of the world, which one do you think will perish first?” 
Tu Shu replied, “Jin will be the first one to perish.” Duke 
Wei asked him for the reason. Tu Shu said, “Well, while I 
was there in the state of Jin, I did not dare express my 
opinions directly, so 1 had tried to persuade the sovereign by 
explaining some abnormal phenomena such as the unusual 
movements of the sun, the moon and other stars. But he just 
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said, ‘ What is the problem then?* I had also tried to 
persuade him that most of the actions he had taken were not 
in accordance with the rules of morality and justice, and that 
the common people were depressed and hostile towards him. 
But he still just said, ‘What is the problem then?’ Then 1 
tried to persuade him that neighbouring states were not 
convinced, and that sensible people were not used by the 
government. He just said, ‘Could that really damage my 
authority?’ Therefore, he does not understand what kind of 
factors could lead to the perdition of a state, so I said Jin 
would be the first to perish. ” As expected, the state of Jin 
was ruined three years later. Duke Wei interviewed Tu Shu 
again, and asked him, “Which state do you think will follow 
in the footsteps of Jin and perish next?” Tu Shu said, “Zhong 
Shan will be the next. ” Duke Wei asked the reason. He 
answered, “Males and females are born differently according 
to the will of Heaven. The order between males and females 
reflects the most important ethical rule of human beings, 
since it differentiates human beings from all the other 
animals. Moreover, it is also the foundation of the order 
between a sovereign and his subjects. However, males and 
females of the state of Zhong Shan are addicted to libidinous 
affairs and listen to indecent tunes ceaselessly, day and night. 
What is more, their tunes sound very sad, but the sovereign 
of Zhong Shan could not have enough of them. That is an 
indication that a state will soon die out. So I said Zhong Shan 
will be the next. ” After two years, Zhong Shan was 
eventually ruined. Duke Wei interviewed Tu Shu again and 
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asked him, “Which state do you think will perish next?” Tu 
Shu did not reply, but Duke Wei insisted on an answer. Then 
he said, “You will he the next to be toppled from the 
regime. ” On hearing that, Duke Wei was quite terrified. So 
he searched his state for sensible and honourable people and 
found Yi Shi and Tian Yi whom he treated with respect. 
After that, he discovered Shi Lin and Zhao Pian and 
appointed them to take charge of remonstration. Moreover, 
he also cancelled thirty-nine extremely trenchant regulations. 
When he told Tu Shu this, Tu Shu said, “This way, you 
could possibly safeguard your authority till the end of your 
life!” And he continued, “As far as 1 know. Heaven will 
bestow sensible and straightforward people there if a state 
will become prosperous; Heaven will send wicked officials 
and toadies there if a state is going to die out. ” After Duke 
Wei died, his corpse was put into a coffin, but he was not 
buried till nine months later; and the state of Zhou was then 
divided into two parts. East Zhou and West Zhou. 
Therefore, enough attention must be paid to the words of the 
sensible. 

Only the head of the fierce animal called “Tao Tie” is 
sculpted on the cauldron of the Zhou Dynasty, while the body 
of the monster is absent. The monster itself gets into trouble 
immediately after it catches a person with its teeth, as it does 
not have time to swallow the prey. This picture shows that 
both kind deeds and evil deeds will result in nemesis. For 
those who have sinned severely, it is the same. When Bai Gui 
went to the state of Zhong Shan, the sovereign of Zhong Shan 
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wanted him to stay in his state. But Bai Gui refused firmly 
and left in a carriage. He then arrived in the state of Qi. The 
sovereign of Qi considered appointing him to a powerful 
position. Nonetheless, he rejected that offer and left again. 
Someone asked him why he did so. He said, “Because these 
two states are going to die out soon. I have heard that there 
are five kinds of losers: if no one will trust you, you have 
totally lost your credibility; if no one will praise you, you 
have totally lost your reputation; if no one will love you, you 
have totally lost your relatives; if you are travelling without 
foodstuffs or settle down with no food supply, you have 
totally lost your property; if you neither utilize the sensible 
nor exert yourself, you have totally lost your achievements. 
If a state faces these five losses, it will definitely die out and 
will not be spared. Both the state of Zhong Shan and the state 
of Qi are doomed to perish. ” Suppose that the sovereigns of 
Zhong Shan and Qi had heard this view and changed their 
ways of doing things, they would not have died out. Their 
problem was that they either did not know of it, or would not 
listen to it. From this point of view, the most important thing 
for sovereigns is to follow the useful advice of others. Even 
though the state of Zhong Shan had ceded its territory to the 
state of Zhao five times and even though the military forces of 
Qi were dispatched to confront the Yan allies on the bank of 
the Ji River, it could no longer offer any help. Such failure 
occurred because both of these states had abandoned the most 
essential factors in safeguarding their regimes. 
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2. On Examining the Situation of the World 


Even though there are sensible people in existence all 
over the world, one state will have few of them on average. 
Suppose that there is one every thousand square li, they 
should be considered to be numerous as if they were standing 
next to each other; suppose that there is one in a few 
generations, they should be regarded as many as if they were 
jostling each other in a crowd. Therefore, it is so difficult to 
win over intellectuals and sages, but their support is 
indispensable in safeguarding the state. Otherwise, how 
could the state be put in order? Even though a sensible person 
might exist by chance, it could be possible that no one would 
recognize him. If sensible people cannot be recognized, it is 
the same as not having any sensible people at all. That 
explains the fact that peaceful time lasts for only a short 
time, but troubled time is very long. As a result, so far there 
has been no fourth King besides the Three King Ancestors, 
and there has been no sixth Lord-protector besides the Five 
Lord-protectors. However, one state dies out after another 
and one feudal lord is put into prison after another. If 
talented intellectuals can be won over, these disasters can be 
avoided. That accounts for the fact that not one of the four 
hundred feudal lords appointed by the Zhou Dynasty, and not 
one of its eight hundred dependencies is still in existence at 
present. Even though some of them still carry the same 
names, they have had experiences of being ruined as well. 
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Sage sovereigns know that, so they will act more and more 
cautiously to safeguard the throne and their own lives. 
Getting on with the sensible is somewhat like climbing a 
mountain; every time you look around, there are more lofty 
peaks around you, no matter how high you have already 
climbed. It is the same with the sensible people: no matter 
how wise, upright and sublime you are, every time you look 
around, wiser and more sensible people always surround you. 
For this reason, Duke Zhou Dan said, “1 would not make 
friends with those who are not as sensible as I am, since they 
are going to become a kind of burden on me. I would not get 
along with people whose intelligence is at the same level as 
mine, as they could not give me any helpful wise advice. ” 
Only the truly sensible people love to get on with those who 
are wiser than they themselves are. Sensible people can only 
be won over when treated with honour and respect. Sensible 
people would be appointed to high positions if their sovereign 
is wise and his state is in order. Contrarily, they would be 
demoted to minor positions if the sovereign is unworthy and 
his state is in disorder. Now that the Zhou Dynasty has been 
toppled and the Son of Heaven has been dethroned, nothing 
could lead to more severe chaos than not having a Son of 
Heaven. When there is no Son of Heaven in control over the 
general situation, the strong will override the weak and the 
majorities will plunder and humiliate the minorities. Under 
such circumstances, military forces will only be used for 
slaughter and murder, and the wicked and base will be 
appointed to positions of great power. Our contemporary 
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situation is somewhat the same. Therefore, if a sovereign 
wants to enlist the support of sensible people, he must look 
for them in remote areas, along riverbanks and in valleys. 
There he will find them if he is lucky enough. When Zhou 
was in power, Duke Tai Wang went fishing along Zi Quan so 
that King Wen could meet him. At that time, Zhou was the 
Son of Heaven, while King Wen was only the lord of a small 
state with about one thousand chariots. The Son of Heaven 
missed Duke Tai, but a lord could win him over because King 
Wen knew him well hut Zhou did not understand him at all. 
Their intelligence accounted for this. As for the common 
people, you can give them orders without understanding them 
or treating them with respect. But as for the intellectuals, 
you must understand them well and treat them with respect , 
then they will serve you wholeheartedly. 

When Yanzi was on his way to the state of Jin, he saw a 
man wear his fur coat outside in. He had been carrying grass 
on his back, and was resting by the side of the road. Yanzi 
thought he must be a sensible person. He then sent 
somebody to talk to him, “Why are you here?” The man 
replied, “My name is Yue Shifu and 1 am the servant of a 
family of the state of Qi. ” When Yanzi heard this, he said, “I 
see. ” He then traded him for the horse harnessed on the left 
side of his carriage and took him back. After they arrived at 
his place, Yanzi went to his room immediately without saying 
good-bye to Yue Shifu. Yue Shifu was so angry that he 
wanted to end the friendship with Yanzi. Yanzi sent a 
messenger to him to pass on his words as follows.- “Well, I 
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do not consider you to be a friend of mine. You were a slave 
and I have set you free. Don’t you think I have done enough 
for you?” Yue Shifu said, “As far as I know, a sensible and 
honourable person can bear humiliations in front of people 
who do not understand him, but he should be treated with 
dignity by those who really understand him. So I want to 
break off the friendship with you. ” Yanzi then went out to 
see him in person. He said, “Previously I knew that you were 
not an ordinary person by examining your countenance. Now 
I sec your ideals. As far as 1 know, when you aim to examine 
the most important characteristics of a person, you should 
overlook his reputation, and when you intend to examine the 
morality of a person, you should not pay any attention to his 
words. I am saying sorry to you. Would you please forgive 
me?” Yue Shifu said, “1 dare not disobey you, since you are 
treating me with respect. ” Yanzi then regarded him as a 
guest. For the ordinary mundane people, they often consider 
themselves virtuous if they have done some favours to others, 
and they are proud of themselves if they think they are 
benevolent to others. But the benevolence of Yanzi was to 
emancipate others from slavery, and he also acted extremely 
humbly in front of those whom he rescued. Therefore, he 
was far more superior than ordinary mundane people. That is 
the right means to accomplish great and benevolent 
achievements. 

Liezi was very poor and looked hungry. One of the 
guests said to Ziyang, the prime minister of the state of 
Zheng, “Lie Yu Kou (Yu Kou was one of the ranks of ancient 
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China) is a person of great sagacity* yet he lives in your state 
and is suffering from poverty. Is it possible that you are not 
paying enough attention to intellectuals?” Ziyang then asked 
one of his sub-officers to send several hundred dan of grain to 
Liezi. Liezi went out and bowed twice to the emissary, but he 
refused to take the grain. After the emissary left, Liezi went 
back to his home. His wife beat her chest with both hands 
and grouched, “1 heard that a sensible person can make his 
wife and children live comfortably, leisurely and happily. But 
now that both your children and your wife are hungry, and 
the prime minister has sent someone to condole with us and 
present us with some grain, but you refused it. Am I not 
doomed to suffer that much?” Liezi laughed, and said, “The 
prime minister does not know me well in person. He did so 
just because he had followed the advice of someone else. And 
I can imagine that he could also punish me because of the 
slander of others, so 1 did not accept the foodstuff. ” Later, 
there was a rebellion and Ziyang was killed during the 
tumult. Suppose that Liezi had accepted the foodstuff from 
Ziyang, he would have had to give his life to defend the 
benefactor, otherwise he would not have been considered as 
righteous. However, if he had given his life for the sake of 
Ziyang, that would have been nothing but the defence of an 
insensible person. And defending an insensible person at the 
cost of his own life should be considered as rebellious. Liezi 
knew how to avoid unrighteousness and being rebellious. 
Wasn’t he provident? He did not accept the foodstuff even 
though he and his family were suffering from starvation, as 
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he could foresee the development of the situation. Being 
capable of this foresight allowed him to act accordingly. He 
really understood the meaning of life. 

3. On the Communication Between Brains 

People can see things when the surroundings are bright. 
They cannot see anything when the surroundings are dark. 
Nonetheless, the eyes are still the same, but their ability to 
discern things changes according to the visibility of the 
surroundings. People in the dark cannot see any sunshine, so 
they cannot see anything at all while surrounded by darkness. 
Accordingly, their eyes cannot discern what is external. 
Under such circumstances, if they still claim that they can see 
some things, they are lying. The intelligence of human beings 
is somewhat the same. The intelligence levels of different 
people vary. Even though the external things encountered are 
the same, people will have different understandings of them 
based on their own intelligence. Intelligent people have much 
wider ken. Contrarily, the ken of the foolish people is very 
narrow. If you try to explain the long-term development of 
the situation to those who have narrow ken, how could they 
manage to understand that? If some people cannot understand 
it at any rate, even though the persuader is very skilful and 
persuasive, he still will not manage to enlighten them. Once, 
a man from the Rong area saw someone drying fabrics in the 
sun. lie asked, “What kind of materials did you use to make 
such a long thing?” The man pointed to a pile of hemp. The 
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man from Rong was angry, and said, “ How can this pile of 
chaotic things be made so long?” Therefore, it is not that 
there is no one of wisdom or sagacity in existence in a ruined 
state, only that the sovereign does not have access to them. 
The cause of the sovereign not having access to the wise and 
sensible people normally lies in his self-righteousness. If the 
sovereign considers himself to be infallible, he must not be 
intelligent enough. If he regards himself as wise despite the 
fact that he is not intelligent enough, that is ridiculous. If 
this is the case, his state cannot be maintained for good, and 
his throne cannot be safeguarded. In the case that a 
sovereign is not intelligent enough but fails to realize that 
himself, his state will definitely be ruined, and he himself 
will suffer. 

Guan Zhong was badly ill. Duke Huan went to visit him 
and said, “You are so sick, Zhong Fu. Would you please give 
me some advice?” Guan Zhong said, “There is a famous 
saying among the ordinary people of the state of Qi which 
states, ‘It is of no use for people staying at home all the time 
to prepare travelling expenses, and it is of no use for people 
about to travel to other places to prepare a lot of things at 
home either. ’ Now I am about to die. How could a dying 
person give you any advice?” Duke Huan insisted, “Please do 
not refuse me. ” “Well then,” said Guan Zhong, “Please be 
sure to alienate Yi Ya, Shu Diao, Chang Zhiwu and Childe Qi 
Fang from the state of Wei. ” Duke Huan asked, “Yi Ya has 
killed his own son to fulfil my wish for tasting human flesh. 
How could I suspect him?” Guan Zhong said, “According to 
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human nature, everyone will love his own children, including 
Yi Ya. However, if he was cruel enough to cook his own son 
alive, how could this kind of person really be good to you?” 
Duke Huan asked, “Shu Diao castrated himself to serve me. 
How could I suspect him?” Guan Zhong replied, “According 
to human nature, everyone would like to take good care of his 
own body, including Shu Diao. Nonetheless, he was cruel 
enough to castrate himself. How could this kind of person 
really be good to you?” Duke Huan asked, “Chang Zhiwu is 
perspicacious enough to know about life and death, and he 
can also drive away ghosts. How could I suspect him?” Guan 
Zhong replied, “How long one can live and when one will die 
are all decided by fate. Ghosts are nothing but hallucinations 
you experience when your soul is not composed enough. You 
do not accept your fate or try to maintain the most important 
things, but instead count on Chang Zhiwu. He will take this 
chance to do everything according to his own will. ” Duke 
Huan asked again, “Childe Qi Fang from Wei has served me 
for fifteen years. In order to take care of me, he did not 
return home to participate in the funeral ceremony when his 
father died. How could I suspect him?” Guan Zhong replied, 
“According to human nature, everyone should love his 
father, including Childe Qi Fang. However, he was very 
cruel to his father. How could this kind of person really be 
good to you?” “Ok. I will do as you suggested,” said Duke 
Huan. After Guan Zhong died, Duke Huan drove these 
persons away. But afterwards Duke Huan felt that any food 
served to him lacked flavour, conflicts among his concubines 
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took place frequently, ghosts were present and causing 
problems, and government affairs were falling into severe 
chaos. Three years passed. Duke Huan said, “Couldn’t 
Zhong Fu make mistakes too? Why should I listen to every 
word of his?” He then called the four people back to his 
palace. The next year, Duke Huan was sick. Chang Zhiwu 
went out of the palace and told the others, “The sovereign 
will die on a fixed day. ” Yi Ya, Shu Diao and Chang Zhiwu 
stirred up a rebellion together. They closed the palace gate 
and built huge walls around the palace to prevent anyone from 
entering, then issued false orders to the state in Duke Huan’ 
s name. After some time, a woman climbed the wall and 
arrived at Duke Huan’s place. Duke Huan said, “1 want 
something to eat. ” The woman said, “1 do not have anything 
for you to eat. ” Duke Huan said, “Please give me some water 
to drink. ” The woman said, “I do not have any water for you 
to drink either.” “Why?” Duke Huan asked. “Well,” she 
replied, “Chang Zhiwu left the palace the other day and told 
everyone that you were going to die on a fixed day. Yi Ya, 
Shu Diao and Chang Zhiwu are all rebelling against you. They 
have closed the palace and built big walls around it to stop 
anyone gaining entry, so 1 do not have any food or drink for 
you. In addition, Childe Qi Fang from Wei has ceded forty 
she along with the people living there to the state of Wei. ” 
Duke Huan groaned and tears came to his eyes. He cried, 
“Oh! Wasn’t the sage provident? If the dead were still alive 
in another world, how could I face Zhong Fu?” He covered 
his face with his sleeves and then died in the Palace of 
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Longevity. Worms developed from the corpse and wriggled 
out of the door. His corpse was covered with a piece of Yang- 
wood. and it was not buried till three months later. That all 
happened because Duke Huan did not take Guan Zhong ’ s 
advice seriously. Duke Huan overlooked Guan Zhong’s advice 
not because he paid no attention to future disasters, but 
because he was not intelligent enough. He failed to take the 
sincere advice of Guan Zhong, and trusted his beloved ones 
only. 


4. On Repentance 

If a cave is eight chi deep, you cannot reach its bottom 
simply by stretching out your arm. Why? Because the arm is 
not long enough. There are also some things that cannot be 
grasped since the intelligence of human beings has its limits 
too. If a person is not intelligent enough, even though the 
persuader is skilful and his argument is very subtle, he still 
will not he able to understand it. So Zhou of the Shang 
Dynasty put Jizi in prison, and Fan Li was forced to live in 
exile. 

Once, Duke Mu of the state of Qin wanted to send his 
troops to launch a surprise attack against the state of Zheng. 
But Jian Shu vigorously remonstrated with him, and said, 
“No, we should not do that. I have heard that if you want to 
launch a surprise attack against the cities or towns of another 
state, the procession of chariots should travel no more than 
one hundred li , and the soldiers should march no more than 
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thirty li. Both can arrive at the destination by virtue of high 
morale and robust physical strength. Thus we can annihilate 
every enemy during every attack, and we can also leave the 
battleground quickly when we retreat. Now we are going to 
march several thousand Li and pass through other states ’ 
territories to attack Zheng. I do not think that we should do 
that. Please think it over again. ” But Duke Mu did not listen 
to him. Jian Shu accompanied the campaigners to the gates of 
the capital city and bade farewell to them there. He cried, 
“Officers and soldiers! I am watching you leave the capital, 
but I won’t see you return again. ” His two sons, Shen and 
Shi, were in the army as well. He told them, “If the troops 
of the state of Jin are going to intercept our troops, they will 
fight you at Xiao Mountain. And if you are going to fight to 
death on the battleground, make sure that you die either on 
the south or the north side of Xiao Mountain. Thus it will be 
easy for me to pick up your corpses. ” When Duke Mu heard 
this, he sent someone to scold Jian Shu, “ I have just 
dispatched my troops and no one knows for sure what kind of 
result they will have. But you cried while seeing them off. 
Are you condoling with my troops right now?” Jian Shu said, 
“I dare not condole with our troops. I am getting old and my 
two sons are in the army. I won’t see them again. By the 
time the battle is over, either they or I might be dead. That’s 
why I cried. ” When the Qin troops marched through the 
capital of the Zhou Dynasty, Wangsun Man closed the door 
and peeked at them through the seam of the door. Then he 
said, “My goodness! This army will definitely get into 
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trouble. If not, I will never discuss Tao again. The state of 
Qin is different to the other states. It is a feudatory appointed 
by the royal family of the Zhou Dynasty. When their troops 
march through the Son of Heaven’s capital, they should lay 
down their weapons and take off their armour. The warriors 
sitting on each side of the chariots so as should get off to 
show reverence to the Son of Heaven. Now that this army’s 
officers and men are in uniform, those on the left side should 
not lean against the horizontal bars in front of the chariots so 
as to pay respect to the Son of Heaven. And the drivers of 
those chariots, more than five hundred of them, remounted 
after they got off to show their physical strength. Even 
though they are formidable enough, they do not pay any 
attention to the rules of propriety. How could this kind of 
army not get into trouble?” The troops of Qin marched 
through the capital of the Zhou Dynasty and advanced further 
eastwards. Two businessmen of the state of Zheng, Xian Gao 
and Xi Shi, were about to go to the capital of the Zhou 
Dynasty to do business there, and met the troops of Qin on 
their way. They had a discussion-. “Look! This army must 
have marched a long way to launch a surprise attack against 
the state of Zheng. ” Xian Gao asked Xi Shi to return and 
report this information to the Zheng sovereign immediately, 
and he himself rewarded the Qin troops with food and drink in 
the name of the sovereign of Zheng. He said, “Our sovereign 
heard a long time ago that the troops of your state were going 
to visit us. He and our soldiers have been waiting for you for 
a long time, and they are worried about you. They are afraid 
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that you people might be tired and your food supplies might 
have run out. Why are you coming so late? Our sovereign has 
sent me here to present you with precious jade, and to reward 
your soldiers with twelve cows. ” The three Qin generals 
said, “Our sovereign did not have the proper leader to use for 
this mission, so he sent the three of us (Bing, Shu and Shi) 
east to investigate the road conditions of the state of Jin. We 
have unexpectedly gone too far and got lost, so we have 
arrived in your state. ” They did not dare to reject Xian Gao’s 
gifts, so they knelt down on the ground and accepted them. 
After that, the three generals became worried and planned 
together, “We have marched several thousand li and passed 
through the territories of a couple of states to launch a 
surprise attack on Zheng, but they have known about it even 
before we arrived. From this point of view, they must have 
been very well prepared. ” So they retreated and left the state 
of Zheng. At that time, Duke Wen of Jin had happened to die 
but had not yet been buried. Xian Zhen said to Duke Xiang, 
“We must attack the troops of Qin. Please allow me to lead 
an army to attack them.” Duke Xiang said, “Our former 
sovereign has passed away recently, and his corpse is still in 
the palace hall. As a dutiful son, 1 feel I should not take this 
chance to attack the Qin troops. ” Xian Zhen said, “They do 
not come here to show us their condolences or give sympathy 
in the face of our sadness. Our former sovereign has passed 
away and they will look down upon you and consider you to 
be nothing but a fledging. If we attack them under such 
circumstances, it will enhance our national strength to a large 
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extent. Please allow me to attack them. ” Duke Xiang was 
finally forced to agree with him. Xian Zhen intercepted the 
Qin troops at Xiao Mountain, soundly defeated them, and 
held the three generals captive. When Duke Mu heard this, 
he went into mourning to report the bad news to the deceased 
sovereigns at the ancestral temple. He cried to the masses, 
“Heaven did not show any mercy to the state of Qin, so 1 did 

ngt listen to Jian Shu, and as a result, we have suffered a 

• 

terrible disaster. ” It was not that Duke Mu hoped that his 
troops would be defeated at Xiao Mountain. The limit of his 
intelligence accounted for this debacle. He was not wise 
enough, and as a result, did not listen to Jian Shu’s advice. 
This in turn led to the annihilation of his troops. Hence, it 
can be very dangerous if one is not intelligent enough. 

5. On Enjoying Success 

The wisest people do not show off their intelligence, the 
greatest minds mature slowly, and the best music sounds as 
silent as the grave. 

While Yu was dredging the Yangtze River to prevent 
flooding, the common people were attempting to pile up 
rubbles to block the water. After Yu had finished his task 
and accomplished great achievement, his offspring all 
benefited from it. Yu was very provident. However, the 
common people did not realize that. Hence, you cannot share 
the planning and design of great actions with the common 
people, but can share the happiness with them after great 
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achievement is accomplished. 

Shortly after the state of Lu appointed Confucius to a 
position, the people of Lu secretly sang this song: “Wearing 
the coir raincoat on top of the deerskin dress, he (referring to 
Confucius) can be discarded. Wearing the deerskin dress on 
top of the coir raincoat, he (referring to Confucius) can be 
discarded. ” Three years after Confucius took office, when 
people were travelling, males walked on the right-hand side 
of the streets and females on the left. No one would keep the 
items they found on the ground to themselves. It is natural 
that the ordinary people will not understand the wisdom of 
the most intelligent people. When Zichan began to govern the 
state of Zheng, he had boundaries and ditches built among the 
fields. He also ordered that everyone, whether a city or 
countryside dweller, should dress according to fixed rules. 
The common people sang this song together; “We have some 
fields, but Zichan levies taxes on it. We have some garments, 
but Zichan confiscates them. If there is someone who is going 
to murder Zichan, I would help him. ” But three years later, 
the common people praised him, "We have some fields and 
Zichan has changed them to produce a better harvest. We 
have some children and Zichan has educated them. Who else 
are likely to create such great achievements after Zichan 
dies?” Should Duke Jian of Zheng and Duke Ai of Lu have 
listened to the common people’s slanders at the beginning and 
dismissed Zichan and Confucius from office, their states 
would not have been so prosperous and successful, and 
Zichan and Confucius would not have had the chance to put 
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their abilities to good use. Not only could they not have put 
' their abilities to good use, but even if they were punished, 
the common people would have agreed to execute them. 
However, contemporary people all praise the sagacity of Duke 
Jian and Duke Ai, and admire the abilities of Zichan and 
Confucius. These two sovereigns knew how to use sensible 
people. 

After carriages and boats were invented, people did not 
get used to them until three generations later. Is it easy to 
take the lead and carry out some kind deeds? If a sovereign 
can follow useful advice but not interfere with everything in 
person, government affairs can be well handled. If 
government affairs can he handled correctly, the sovereign 
himself must be sensible and wise. Yue Yang was the Wei 
general when the troops of the state of Wei were attacking the 
state of Zhong Shan. After Zhong Shan was occupied, Yue 
Yang returned to report the victory to Marquis Wen of Wei, 
and appeared to be proud of his own contribution during the 
military action. Marquis Wen realized that, and ordered the 
court official in charge of government documents to “bring all 
those letters from our officers and guests here”. The same 
official then presented two boxes of letters to Marquis Wen. 
The marquis then asked Yue Yang to read these letters. 
Almost all the letters were against taking military action 
against the state of Zhong Shan. General Yue turned round, 
walked a few steps back, bowed twice towards the north and 
said, “The subjugation of Zhong Shan is Your Majesty’s 
achievement, not mine.” At the time when Yue Yang was 


lJi*l 


R 

m 

% 

iR 

tt 

* 

eg 


*«»£&. ifiiift 2? jft.XfcT 



W'ft&TKMVL^ik .XSdTWSM*^? 

f»*aE-^»Ett.»w,£*»e«,4-»e«pi#3fe. 

H :■“#Ettfti£* B ,»#»*M «T,* 8 #»*W**T.”3E B, 1 “^*n 


14-itl 

*4 * 0L*. X. * *£*r t 0. 19 , *P 2. i£ JR 4f * ft ti * « %! K * - -t * *4 
*■», * 4 7 . £ i . *+# £ T & A*» it. 

*.£r *.-&#>££? —#*♦*,*.* 

Ufie.8*t7 4 ft, •fe.AA .$&*.£■.*) 


«.^-fr^ 4 A do *MA *; &.£* W\ £ T **& #JL*t 4 1*>«<f **? 


£ 6 IS] -- I s ! tt Jfc «. 4. * +*■ He » t M * ML » it *fc JL M , A A £ ^ »» & 
AxrX.l8itij ** 

£*? 

iUUH 6-f— fe* tt , »**J ***** Bt*, iti * B. 4*1 #> >fi . #. 

&4*i*fe#*. *.&**&£ 

ff , 1 8 /l >A # 4 £ T * A # 4 * #. ” 4fc i * i&: “ it # £ 



taking military action against Zhong Shan, many people were 
against it. If the marquis had listened to the advice of the 
court officials and the guests and cancelled the military 
action, would it have been necessary for the opposition to 
write two boxes of letters? A letter of only several sentences 
would have been enough to obliterate the contributions of Yue 
Yang. If someone as wise as Marquis Wen could treat his 
inferiors this way, what would the ordinary sovereigns do? 
The problem of the ordinary sovereigns is that they cannot be 
forced to undertake actions against their own will, and they 
will not listen to the persuasion of others to refrain from 
activity. If a sovereign has made up his mind to take action, 
he will consider it to be justifiable in all aspects. How dare 
his inferiors argue against it or have their suspicions about it? 
If both the sovereign and his court officials can make 
concerted efforts to do something, it will always result in 
success. That explains the great achievements of Tang and 
King Wu in toppling the regimes of the Xia and Shang 
Dynasties, and also, Gou Jian’s revenge on his enemy. If 
even small and weak states can achieve great successes if the 
sovereigns and the court officials were of one heart and mind, 
what kind of achievements could the big and strong states 
accomplish if this were the case? 

Once, King Xiang of Wei was drinking with his court 
officials, and when the banquet's atmosphere reached its 
highest level, the king proposed a toast to them and wished 
everyone to realize his ambition. Shi Qi stood up and said, 
“Among all the court officials, some are sensible and wise, 
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but others are unworthy. It is all right if the sensible and 
wise ones can achieve their ambitions. But nothing could be 
worse if the unworthy ones achieve their ambitions. ” The 
king of Wei added, “I wish that everyone could serve me as 
Ximen Bao does.” Shi Qi said again, “According to the 
institutions of our state, every family should get one hundred 
mu of fields, but under Ximen Bao ’ s supervision, all the 
families of Ye get two hundred mu instead. That shows the 
sterility of the land there. Nonetheless, the Zhang River 
flows nearby, but Ximen Bao does not know how to use the 
river’s water to irrigate the fields. That shows his stupidity. 
If he does realize the usefulness of this river but does not 
explain this to his people, it shows his disloyalty. We should 
not follow him if he is both stupid and disloyal. ” The king of 
Wei could not find even one word to counter him. The next 
day, he called on Shi Qi and asked him, “Could we really use 
the water of the Zhang River to irrigate the fields of Ye?” “Of 
course,” said Shi Qi. The king said, “Then why don’t you 
do that for me?” Shi Qi said, “I am afraid that you would not 
agree to do that. ” The king said, “If you really can do that 
for me, I will listen to you. ” Shi Qi promised the king that he 
would do it, then told him, “If I really do that, the local 
people will definitely hate me. 1 might be killed there, or at 
the very least, they would want to humiliate me. Please 
assure me that you would send somebody else there to finish 
this task if I am killed or humiliated. ” “I will assure you,” 
said the king of Wei. lie then appointed Shi Qi as first official 
of Ye. Shi Qi went to Ye and began his project, using the 
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water of the Zhang River to irrigate the fields there. The 
common people there hated him so much that they humiliated 
him. Shi Qi dared not go out, and he was forced to secretly 
hide away. The king of Wei then kept his word and sent 
another official there to carry on his project. After it was 
completed and the water was diverted to the fields, everyone 
benefited very much from it. The local people praised Shi Qi 
and they also wrote a song for him : “We have a sensible and 
wise chief official here in Ye and his name is Mr. Shi. He 
dredged the Zhang River and diverted the water here to 
irrigate our fields. It has been salt marsh throughout history, 
but now we can grow rice and broomcorn. ” Suppose that the 
common people could differentiate what they should do from 
what they should not do, the sensible people would be of no 
use at all. Suppose that sage sovereigns and their loyal 
officials could not edify the foolish and uneducated, their 
reputations would not be carried down and remembered by 
the forthcoming generations, nor would they be able to 
provide benefit to the common people of their own times. It 
was not that Shi Qi could not foresee the development of the 
situation, but he had accepted this task out of his loyalty to 
the king. King Xiang was wise enough to take good and 
useful advice to make the right decision. If a sovereign has 
made up his mind to take kind and meaningful actions, he will 
not change his mind even though all the other people are 
against it. It is always difficult to achieve great success, 
probably because of the boisterous opposition of the masses. 
The perdition of a state can be caused by this same reason as 
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well. Hence, the boisterous opposition of the masses must be 
scrutinized. Ordinary sovereigns will give up their plans to 
take kind and meaningful actions because of the opposition of 
the masses. On the contrary, the sensible and wise ones will 
generate great achievements despite the opposition. 

6. On Nipping in the Bud 

If the differences between order and disorder, between 
perdition and survival are as obvious as the differences 
between a huge mountain and a deep valley, between white 
paint and black lacquer, even foolish people can distinguish it 
without the help of the sensible. But in fact, the differences 
between order and disorder, perdition and survival are not 
that apparent. Sometimes they appear to be recognizable, but 
most of the time they arc unrecognizable. Sometimes they are 
visible, but most of the time they are invisible. Therefore, 
both wise people and intellectuals have been cudgelling their 
brains to look for prognostications of order, disorder, 
survival and perdition. Nevertheless, there has still been 
tumult, such as the rebellion invoked by Uncle Guan and 
Uncle Cai and the disobedience of the five Yi Tribes and eight 
other feudatories. At the beginning, the prognostications of 
order, disorder, survival and perdition are as subtle and 
invisible as the new dawn. Whoever can discern these 
prognostications can prevent great problems. 

Some people from the state of Lu are used as servants in 
other states. According to the law of Lu, if someone can 
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manage to emancipate a slave by paying a ransom, he can be 
reimbursed later by the government. Zigong ransomed 
someone from Lu who was a servant in another state, but he 
refused to take the money offered by the government. 
Confucius said, “Ci (another name of Zigong) is wrong. No 
one in Lu will ransom others from now on. If he accepts the 
money, it causes no damage to his morality; if he does not 
accept the money, no one will ransom others any more. ” 
Once a man fell into a river and Zilu rescued him. The man 
then presented Zilu with a cow as a token of gratitude, and 
Zilu accepted it. Confucius said, “From now on, people of 
the state of Lu will rescue people who have fallen into 
water. ” Confucius could deduce the result by examining the 
subtle prognostications, for he could analyze developments 
profoundly. 

On the border of the state of Chu, there is a town called 
Bei Liang. Once, a girl from Bei Liang was collecting 
mulberry leaves with a girl from another town located on the 
border of the state of Wu. The girl from Wu accidentally hurt 
the girl from Bei Liang while they were playing a game 
together. The relatives of the girl from Bei Liang carried the 
injured girl to the home of the other girl, but one family 
member of that girl did not treat them politely. The people 
from Bei Liang were very angry, so they killed him and left. 
His relatives then went to Bei Liang to seek revenge for him, 
and they killed all the members of the family of Chu. The 
chief official in charge of Bei Liang was outraged when he 
heard this news and said, “How dare the people of Wu attack 
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my town?” Me then sent troops there and killed everyone in 
that family, young and old. The king of Wu, Yi Mei, was 
very angry when he heard this. He then sent troops to attack 
Bei Liang, and as a result, it was occupied, then reduced to 
ruin. After that, the Wu troops left. These two states, Wu 
and Chu, fought each other ferociously because of this. 
Childe Guang of Wu led his troops to confront the Chu army 
at Ji Fu. The Chu army was badly defeated and their two 
generals. Pan Ziehen and Xiao Weizi, were held captive; Xia 
Nie, also there to help the Chu troops, was caught as well. 
Guang then ordered his troops to march on to Ying, the Chu 
capital, and occupy it. He held King Ping ’ s queen captive 
and took her back to Wu. That was the aftermath of the 
battle of Ji Fu. In the governing of a state, the most 
important factor is to understand the prognostications at the 
very beginning. Secondly, it is to foresee the results of all 
actions. Thirdly, it is to know the development of matters. If 
these three factors cannot be mastered, the state will 
definitely face great difficulties. It is said in Xiaojing , “Being 
powerful and free from any threats of subversion, the 
sovereign can maintain his authority for good; being rich and 
free from overly luxurious activities, the sovereign can 
maintain his wealth forever. If the sovereign can remain both 
powerful and wealthy, he can maintain his state and let his 
people smoke the peace pipe together. ” The state of Chu 
could not do that. 

Childe Gui Sheng of Zheng led his troops to attack the 
state of Song. Hua Yuan led the Song troops to confront 
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them in Da Ji, and during that battle, Yang Zhen served as 
Hua’s driver. The two armies were supposed to fight a battle 
the next day. Hua Yuan killed some goats as a feast for the 
warriors, but he did not invite Yang Zhen. After the battle 
began the next day, Yang Zhen scolded Hua Yuan, “During 
yesterday’s banquet, you were in power, but today I am the 
one who is taking charge. ” He then drove Hua Yuan ’ s 
chariot to the enemy camp. The Song army was badly 
defeated and Hua Yuan was held captive. The crossbow 
would not hit the target if there were an error in the sight. 
But the battle was much more important than the crossbow. 
Wasn’t it a nemesis that Hua Yuan was defeated and held 
captive because he forgot to include his driver when he invited 
the other warriors to the banquet? Therefore, everything of 
every aspect must be well prepared before military action is 
taken. Grasp the actual conditions on both sides, then you 
can start to fight your enemy. 

The Jis and the Hous of the state of Lu played 
cockfighting against each other. The Hous dressed their 
rooster in armor, and the Jis equipped theirs with sharp metal 
claws. The Jis’ rooster was lost. Ji Pingzi was so angry that 
he occupied the Hous’ house to enlarge his own residence. 
Count Hou Zhao was outraged by that, so he spoke ill of the 
Jis in front of Duke Zhao, “At the time of the big ceremony at 
Duke Xiang’s temple, only sixteen dancers participated in the 
ritual. The rest of the entertainers were dancing at the Jis’ 
place. The number of dancers at the Jis always exceeds the 
legal scale, and they have paid no attention to you for a long 
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time. If you do not kill them, they will pose a severe danger 
to the state. ” Duke Zhao was so angry when he heard this 
that without verifying the actual situation, he asked Count 
Hou Zhao to launch an immediate attack against the Jis. 
Count Hou Zhao’s troops broke into the Jis’ house. But the 
Zhongsuns and Shusuns were in dialogue together, and said, 
“If the Jis are killed now, our two families will follow them in 
this misfortune in no time. ” So, they decided to send their 
warriors to rescue the Jis. They broke the siege from the 
northwestern corner of the Jis’ property and then went in. 
The forces of the three families were now fighting together. 
Count Hou Zhao could not win, and as a result, was killed 
during the fight. Duke Zhao was so terrified that he escaped 
and took refuge in the state of Qi, where he finally died at a 
place called Qian Hou. After he heard the slander against the 
Jis, Duke Zhao of Lu failed to examine the actual situation to 
see whether it was true or not. He feared that he might not 
outdo the Jis, but he did not realize that the Zhongsuns and 
the Shusuns would unite with the Jis for fear of their future 
misfortunes, so he failed to understand the will of other 
people. Even though he was powerful, how could he 
guarantee his own safety if he could not understand the will of 
others? As strong as the state of Lu was, he was still afraid 
that he might not outdo one Jis, let alone three Jis. All the 
three families were hostile towards Duke Zhao, so it was 
natural for them to come to each other’s rescue when any of 
the three of them was in danger. How wrongheaded Duke 
Zhao was! He had totally miscalculated the situation. Not 
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only the Zhongsuns and the Shusuns, but all the people of the 
state of Lu would be afraid of him. When he made all the 
people in Lu afraid of him, he was acting against the will of 
everyone in the state. Under these circumstances, he did not 
lose his life until he reached Qian Hou—his lifespan should be 
regarded as long enough. 

7. On Getting Kid of Bias 

Xiezi, a scholar of the Mohist School of the east, was 
about to go to the west to visit King Hui of the state of Qin. 
King Hui heard this news and asked Tang Guguo, another 
scholar of the Mohist School, for some information about 
him. Tang Guguo was worried that the king might overly 
appreciate Xiezi and consider Xie to be more sensible than he 
was, so he said, “ Xiezi is famous in the east for his 
sophistry, and he is a very deceitful person. He is going to 
come here to try and persuade the crown prince to please him 
and endear himself to him. ” The king then waited for him 
furiously. After Xie arrived, he did his best to persuade the 
king, hut the king would not accept his advice. He was not 
happy with the king and left Qin immediately. We listen to 
others when we want to get some useful ideas from them. If 
the persuader really has some good ideas, will it be harmful 
even though he tries to please the crown prince? If he does 
not have any useful idea at all, will it be of any use even if he 
does not try to please the crown prince? King Hui did not 
judge him according to the usefulness of his ideas. However, 
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he rejected him because he thought that he was going to 
please the crown prince. King Hui did not know how to listen 
to the useful ideas of others. Listening to others this way, he 
did not get the gist, even though by troubling himself to 
interview the guests, he exhausted both his eyes and ears. 
Due to this reason, Shi Ding could take the chance to conduct 
evil deeds, pretend to be a ghost and threaten others, kill 
innocent people, create tumult among the court officials and 
lead the state to the edge of perdition. When people are 
getting old, their bodies become weaker and weaker. 
Contrarily, they are also becoming more and more intelligent. 
But though King Hui is old, it is probable that both his body 
and his intelligence are shrinking at the same time. 

King Wei of the state of Chu learned classical documents 
from Shen Yinhua, but Zhao Li was jealous of Shen Yinhua 
because of that. King Wei was interested in the legal system. 
At Zhao Li’s instigation, Zhong Xie, an officer who had 
offered some assistance in creating the law, said to King Wei, 
“People all over the state are now saying that you are a 
disciple of Shen Yinhua. ” King Wei was not happy to hear 
that, so he estranged Shen Yinhua. Zhong Xie was nothing 
but a minor officer, but nonetheless, with only one word 
from him. King Wei overlooked the useful methods of the 
ancient kings for governing the state. As a result, 
intellectuals who were familiar with the ancient documents 
were dismissed from important positions. Moreover, Zhao Li 
could fulfil his conspiracy that way. Thus the words of mean 
and low people should be examined thoroughly. This kind of 
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people are frequently engaged in irritating the sovereign to 
clear the way to official careers for the wicked. Even if you 
dislike the fact that the sensible people’s official careers are 
now blocked off, once the track for the wicked people’s 
careers is cleared, isn’t it going to be difficult to change? If 
the string of a bow is pulled at full tilt, the arrow can reach 
much farther; if flowing water is dammed, it will flow more 
rapidly when the dam breaks; if a sovereign is irritated, he 
will act absurdly. If he acts absurdly, he will lose the support 
of sensible people. It is possible that the only ones who will 
not easily be irritated will be the sage sovereigns who stick to 
the fixed rules. 

There were once two neighbours, and one had a withered 
phoenix tree in the yard. His old neighbour told him that the 
phoenix tree was not auspicious. The man then hacked the 
tree down immediately. The old neighbour asked for the tree 
to use as firewood, but the man was not happy. He said, 
“How deceitful this neighbour is! How could 1 live in the 
neighbourhood of a man like him!” He was jaundiced. 
Whether the old man asked for the tree for building a fire or 
not should not be used as a standard for judging the 
advantages or disadvantages of the phoenix tree. Once there 
was a man in the state of Qi who was concerned only with 
obtaining some gold. One day, he got up early in the 
morning, got dressed and then went to the domicile of the 
man who sold gold. When he saw someone carrying some 
gold in his hand, he snatched the gold from him. The sub¬ 
officers of the local government caught him and tied him up. 
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They then asked him, “Why did you seize the gold where the 
eyes of the masses were all fixed on you?” The man replied, 
“While I was seizing the gold, I just saw the gold and did not 
see a person. ” That man was extremely muddle-headed. 
Muddle headed people take day for night, take white for 
black and take Yao for Jie. Nothing could be more harmful. 
Is it probable that all the sovereigns who have lost their states 
have been the most muddle-headed ones? Hence, everyone 
should recognize the bias inside of his own heart, thus can he 
know the truth. Whoever can recognize his own bias can 
enjoy his lifespan. 

8. On Proper Titles 

A state can be put in order if the titles it conferred are 
proper. Otherwise, if the titles are improper, the state will 
fall into disorder. However, some flatulent talks can blur the 
titles. If the talks are flatulent, impractical things will be 
taken for the practical, false things will be taken for true, 
wrong things will be taken for right, and right things will be 
taken for wrong. Hence, if the words of the gentlemen can 
differentiate the sagacity of the sensible from the 
worthlessness of the unworthy ones, that is enough. If they 
can differentiate the reasons for the prosperity in the 
well-governed times from the main cause for the chaos in the 
troubled times, that is enough. And if they can let people 
know the truth of things and also make them understand why 
human beings are bestowed with life, that is enough. 

All kinds of chaos are due to the discrepancies between 
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the titles and reality. There will not be significant problems if 
the sovereign knows that he should utilize sensible people and 
follow correct advice even if he himself is insensible. The 
biggest problem for the sovereigns is that those whom they 
consider to be sensible are indeed unworthy; the opinions 
they consider to be correct are evil and indeed corrupt; and 
the actions they consider to be practical are indeed absurd. 
Thus, it will lead to discrepancies between the titles and 
reality. If they take unworthy people to be sensible, take evil 
opinions to be correct and the absurd things to be practical, 
under such circumstances, how could their states not get into 
trouble? How could they not pose any threat to their own 
lives? King Min of the state of Qi was concerned with 
appreciating intellectuals. However, he did not know what 
kind of persons should be considered as real intellectuals. 
Therefore, he did not know how to answer the question when 
Yin Wen asked him who intellectuals were. That explained 
why Gong Wangdan was trusted and Zhuo Chi was appointed 
to a position of power in his regime. Wasn't he making 
enemies himself by trusting and using people such as Gong 
Wangdan and Zhuo Chi? 

Yin Wen visited King Min of Qi. The king told Yin 
Wen, “I love intellectuals very much. ” Yin Wen asked him, 
“Would you please tell me who intellectuals are?” 1'he king 
could not find a word to answer his question. Yin Wen said, 
“Suppose there were someone here who would treat his 
parents with filial piety, serve his sovereign loyally, get along 
with his friends honestly and respect his elder brother at 
home as well, do you think this man with these four kinds of 
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virtues could be considered as an intellectual?” The king said, 
“Yes, he really could be considered as an intellectual. ” Yin 
Wen said, “If Your Majesty had a chance to win him over, 
would you use him as one of your court officials?” The king 
said, “Of course I would if I could get him. But the problem 
is that I could not find such a person. ” Yin Wen said, “If this 
man were humiliated very badly in public, and he would not 
fight back, would you still use him as your court official?” 
The king said, “No. If an intellectual does not fight back 
when he is humiliated, this is a shame. If he can bear that 
kind of shame willingly, I would not use him as my court 
official. ” Yin Wen said, “He does not lose any one of these 
four virtues even if he does not fight back. Her should still be 
considered as an intellectual if he still retains all these 
virtues. You would use him as your court official if he still 
retains these four virtues, and you would not use him if he 
loses one of these virtues. From this point of view, could that 
person you considered as intellectual a moment ago still be 
regarded as a real intellectual?” The king did not know what 
he should say. Yin Wen said, “Suppose there was someone 
here and he was going to govern his state this way : the 
common people would be castigated whether they had done 
something wrong or not, and they would also be punished 
whether they had committed a sin or not. Although he 
himself acted that way, he would still complain that it is too 
difficult to administer the common people. What would you 
think of this person?” The king said, "He should not act that 
way. ” Yin Wen said, “Well, according to my personal point 
of view, I think your court officials are governing the people 
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of the state of Qi this way. ” The king said, “Suppose that 
what you have just said is true, I would not blame the 
common people for it even though they are disobedient. But I 
do not think it could be that bad.” Yin Wen said, “Well, 
since 1 have already started this topic, please allow me to 
express my arguments thoroughly and straightforwardly. It is 
prescribed in the law of Your Majesty as follows: ‘Anyone 
who has murdered another person should be sentenced to 
death, and anyone who has injured another person must be 
punished. ’ Some people do not fight back when they are 
humiliated since they are paying respect to the law of Your 
Majesty. That is nothing but showing consideration of the 
law and being cautious in its preservation. But you have said 
that it is a shame if one does not fight back when he is being 
humiliated. That should not be considered as a real shame at 
all. You should have used this person as your court official, 
but since you refuse to use him now, that is nothing but a 
punishment to him. And thus he is punished without having 
committed any misdeed. ” The king could not find any words 
to reply to him. As all the arguments held by King Min were 
like that, it is no wonder that his state was ruined, his own 
safety was threatened and as a result, he was forced to escape 
firstly to Gu Yi and then to the state of Wei. As for the state 
of Qi, it was the leading feudatory conferred by the Zhou 
Dynasty, and Duke Tai lived and rested in peace on this land. 
And based on that land, Duke Huan established one of the 
most powerful states, because Guan Zhong was good at 
differentiating the titles and reality. 
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Views on Clarifying Duties and Responsibilities 


I. On Clarifying Duties and Responsibilities 

A sovereign should clarify the duties and responsibilities 
of himself and his court officials, thus his state can be put in 
order, the paths of double-dealing and corruption can be 
blocked off and lethal epidemics will not prevail. The way to 
govern a state is similar to the way of cultivating one’s own 
mind. Farm work will not be completed quickly if many 
people are working together because they will not exert 
themselves. But if the task is divided and allocated to 
everyone respectively, it will be finished much faster because 
they will all exhaust their efforts. For a sovereign, governing 
the state is somewhat the same as cultivating the field. If he 
and the court officials handle government affairs together, it 
is possible for the officials to keep their selfish wishes secret 
and as a result, the sovereign will be busy dealing with 
concrete affairs. 

It is difficult for a sovereign to carry out benevolent acts 
in person, but it is easy to use others to carry them out. How 
could 1 know that? Competing against a swift horse, anyone 
would lose the race. However, if you stay in the carriage and 
pull the reins, no swift horse can get ahead of you. If a 
sovereign likes to interfere in the affairs within the limits of 
the functions and powers of the court officials, that is similar 
to racing against a swift horse—he will definitely lag far 
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behind. A sovereign should always travel by carriage, and he 
should never let his carriage fall into disuse. .Thus benevolent 
people will serve him wholeheartedly, and toadying, wicked 
and double-dealing ones will be unable to hide their 
misconducts; upright, honest and loyal people will vie with 
each other to work for him. The carriage of a sovereign is 
used to carry a myriad of things. If he knows which kind of 
things he should carry, he will occupy the whole world, 
including the remotest areas on all the four borders. 
However, if he does not realize the importance of carrying a 
myriad of things on his carriage but does everything according 
to his own will, always shows off his intelligence and 
capability, issues edicts over frequently and always considers 
himself right, under such circumstances, the court officials 
will be terrified, the order between the elders and the young 
will be overstepped, all kinds of evils will occur 
simultaneously, the authority of the throne will be devolved 
to the inferiors* events will not be properly wound up, and 
moral education will not be successfully extended. That is the 
vogue of a state which will be ruined. 

Wang Liang knew the most important factors in 
controlling horses. He would just pull the reins, but every 
one of the four horses dared not try any less than its best. 
For a sage sovereign, there is also a rein he can manipulate to 
take control over the court officials. And what is this rein? It 
is to clarify the titles and responsibilities scrupulously. That 
is the appropriate rein for administering the court officials. 
Therefore, the sovereign should examine the names 
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(referring to the positions held by the court officials) and 
their corresponding duties in order to master the situation. 
When he hears the talk of others, he should check to see 
whether it is true or not to make sure that their words match 
their deeds. There are many positions with duties not in 
accordance with reality, and there are also many tasks proved 
to be implausible. Hence, a sovereign must examine the 
names and their corresponding duties scrupulously. 
Otherwise, he will be cut off from reality even though he has 
a strong aversion to being hoodwinked. And if this is the 
case, the sovereign himself should be the one to blame rather 
than the court officials. It was not true that only the court 
officials of Yao and Shun were upright, and only those of 
Tang and Yu were loyal. However, they knew exactly how to 
control the reins and use them correctly. Similarly, it was 
also untrue that only the court officials of Jie and Zhou were 
uneducated, and only those of Kings You and Li of the Zhou 
Dynasty were wicked. However, they did not know how to 
use the reins correctly. 

Suppose there is someone who, when he wants a cow, 
says that he needs a horse? and when he wants a horse, says 
that he needs a cow. Looking for things this way, he would 
never get what he wants. Nonetheless, he is still angry since 
no one can give him precisely what he wants. His superiors 
will not be satisfied with him, and the cows and horses will 
be disturbed. Officials are like these superiors, and what they 
oversee is like the cows and horses. If the sovereign does not 
clarify their titles correctly and specify their duties clearly. 
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but instead resorts to frequent penalties, there will be nothing 
but severe trouble. If a foolish person is praised as wise, a 
base person is praised as sublime and sensible, a corrupt 
person is praised as honest, a greedy and abusive person is 
put in charge of justice, and a craven-hearted person is used 
because of his assumed boldness, all of these cases are calling 
white black and confusing right and wrong. As a result, all 
these names are not correct. Hence, if the names are wrong, 
the sovereign himself will become exhausted and the court 
officials will become confused and disobedient. That also 
explains the perdition of a nation and the notoriety of the 
sovereign. Thus, not only will he fail to reach his goals, but 
he will also make things worse, and the more he pursues his 
ambition, the further away he will be from it. That is the 
truth. 

So, in order to put the state in perfect order, the most 
crucial and urgent matter is to clarify the names and their 
corresponding duties. If these are appropriate and well 
clarified, the sovereign will not become depressed and 
exhausted. If he is not depressed and exhausted, there will be 
no damage to his eyes and ears. He will enquire frequently 
but will not issue orders arbitrarily; he will know exactly how 
to handle government affairs but will not handle them in 
person. Moreover, he will allow harmony to develop but will 
not show off his ability, and he will succeed in every action he 
takes but will not consider himself meritorious. With tranquil 
things, he will not make them locomotive; with locomotive 
things, he will not make them tranquil; and he will use 
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diverse things differently. Thus he cannot be controlled or 
operated by any external thing. He can remain still and 
disinterested, and as a result, his soul can reach Heaven, 
Earth and the remotest areas in all four directions; his virtue 
can irradiate areas even beyond the Four Seas; his thought 
can cover endless time and space; and his great reputation can 
become everlasting. This settling down at the deepest and 
remotest place is also known as “the State of Nothingness”. 
Hence, whoever has mastered Tao can put the people in 
oblivion, and that is winning the people over to the highest 
extent. How could he not be regarded as a person of Tao? 
Whoever knows that he is virtuous and can put his wisdom in 
oblivion has the uppermost wisdom. How could he not be 
regarded as a person of virtue? The wisest person will not 
appear astute but just grasp the prognostications of things 
patiently. How could he not be regarded as a person of great 
intelligence? The most intelligent person will not pay 
attention to the details but handle the most important things 
as they present themselves. How could he not be regarded as 
a person of greatness? A person who has mastered Tao will 
let things take their own course and maintain the nature of his 
own life, so he is truly versatile. How could he not be 
regarded as a person of omnipotence? Hence, whoever is 
concerned with omnipotence should overlook his ability, 
whoever is concerned with the most important things should 
overlook those concrete affairs, and whoever is concerned 
with wisdom should overlook the prognostications of things. 
Thus he can master the subtleties of things. Therefore, he 
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can acclimatize to the nature of life. As a result, his will and 
spirits can travel freely across the spacious and tranquil 
universe, and his body can enjoy the easiness provided by 
nature. Thus he can put up with a myriad of things but will 
not want to dominate anything, and he can benefit people all 
over the world though no one knows his name. If this is the 
case, he can be considered as a person who is keen on Tao 
even though he might not possess every one of the five above- 
mentioned conditions. 

2. The Principles of a Sovereign 

People who have mastered Tao must live in the state of 
nothingness. People living in the state of nothingness know 
nothing and people of wisdom know nothing either. You can 
discuss the principles guiding the behaviour of the sovereigns 
with these people. So, it is said that if all the inner desires 
fail to he revealed, it is called a blockade, and if the heart 
cannot be tempted in any way, it is called closure. If the 
heart is blockaded and closed, the nature of life can be well 
maintained. Although there is a level, it will not be used to 
measure the plane. Although there is a yardstick, it will not 
be used to measure the beeline. Thus the nature of life can be 
maintained in the state of nothingness. If a sovereign can 
maintain both the state of nothingness and tranquillity, he can 
unify the world and reduce it to good order. The body is used 
to contain the heart. The heart is used to contain the 
intelligence. And if the intelligence is kept so deeply in the 
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heart, no one could ever manage to peek at the truth of it. It 
is said in Hongf an, “ Heaven enlightens human beings 
secretly. ” Heaven enlightens human beings to help them 
master Tao. So, it is said that whoever has mastered Tao can 
know everything that has happened out of without taking one 
step out of the house, and can master the principles of 
Heaven without even looking out of the window. The farther 
one walks, the less he will master. Hence, the wisdom of the 
omniscient people must have some deficiencies; the wisdom of 
those who overly burden their eyes and ears to ponder things 
endlessly will be damaged; the wisdom of those who are 
familiar with the thoughts of “ Hard and White ” and 
“Dimensionless” will be totally lost. Not taking one step out 
of the house is intended to allow one to know everything 
outside the home; the intention of letting things take their 
own course is to dominate the course of the development of 
everything and to succeed in every field. This is known as 
attracting Yin with Yang and attracting Yang with Yin. The 
East Sea is very far away, but the water will flow back after 
it reaches there. And after the hot summer, it will get colder 
and colder. So, it is said that even though Heaven is 
shapeless, it bestows life to a myriad of things of the world; 
even though the super vitality is shapeless, it nurtures a 
myriad of things of the world; and even though the wisest 
sovereigns does not handle practical affairs in person, he can 
make all his court officials and officers work for him 
wholeheartedly. This is known as edification without taking 
any educational activities, giving orders without saying 
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anything directly. So, we can say that a sovereign is arrogant 
because his expressions are apt, and we can say that a 
sovereign is fatuous because his talks are decent. A sovereign 
should be the one who regards inapt as apt and takes indecent 
for decent. Neither “correct” nor “decent” have anything to 
do with the sovereign himself because these should be the 
rules of court officials. So, if a sovereign is most talented, 
firstly, he will not assume any government post himself. 
Secondly, he will not handle government affairs himself. 
When he assumes a post, it is difficult.for him to perform his 
duty perfectly. When he handles government affairs in 
person, it is difficult for him to deal with everything 
thoroughly. And if this is the case, the officers and court 
officials will have doubts about his ability, and as a result, it 
will lead to wicked and corrupt activities. For instance, the 
process of making a carriage has many working procedures 
and needs the cooperation of many people. Isn’t governing a 
state much more complicated than making a carriage? The 
safety of a state can he maintained only by resorting to the 
wisdom and capabilities of the masses. Therefore, it cannot 
be guaranteed by only taking one action or one measure. 

Reacting to ever-changing conditions systematically and 
reaching every goal without personal intervention can only be 
done by people who have really mastered Tao. A man from 
the border district of the state of Lu once presented a puzzle 
ring to King Yuan of the state of Song. King Yuan issued an 
order for all the skilled people to come over to his place to 
unsnarl it, but no one could do it. One of the disciples of Er 



re 

m 

« 

«■ 

JE 

* 

£ 



710 


(«&1 

tfe.”!51;2:#»A. HPAH:“l*.l^nI«ife. 

tt £ A (BP X #. W « & # 5fc £, 0r W * £ tH o & B it ft ffi ife, § It & 

^)»{SiHII4il3t0fM.AtB:»J»i!53E7PPl.SRJH*iiB^BI«t«.iHiJK 

1*«1 

#*#**£*».* A***+ 8 

*.*#**■."« MR# 
a A4 t 

ttii***.tf>!l*» it •£**&**#-. *»**f Aat*Tii<M* .ip^iiTS*?■ * 

JtAtflfc*. £##7-£*&,.&&# *.,£g.tfr#7 R 

it. *-to jtfrtt 

ifcit & «&£$■■*«•«.*» 

AAit4Hfcft*«£*]#‘tt & #*xr, 

H & it *,.*2 li ##&&&& ii 

ft . 8# *P * , A. tfl ip A * *4 *6 ^ ^ ; & * # a -fl A ft ft R 9, ft, A ff] 

ip A *p *7 ft Hh & £ ; *g ft JR. ft, *» *. # A *» i# ; # * A jt S A- R.. *» 
*•&■&*']!!&*.*«. Aftitfe 7 ftft-fttt 



Shuo went there to try. He unsnarled one of its links but 
could not unsnarl the other one. He said, “It is not that I am 
not skilled enough to unsnarl it. The problem is that it cannot 
be unsnarled anyway. ” The man from Lu was then asked for 
the answer, and he said, “It is true. It cannot be unsnarled. I 
made it myself. Therefore I know that it cannot ever be 
unsnarled. However, this man realized that even though he 
did not make it himself, so he is more adroit than I am. ” 
Hence, the disciple of Er Shuo settled this problem by 
“unsettling” it. Grand Tutor Wen of the state of Zheng 
played the se all day long. He bowed twice in front of the se 
and said, “I am learning from you because your tones can 
change endlessly. ” Hence a person like Grand Tutor Wen 
would let his heart be as ignorant as that of an animal so that 
he could correspond to the tones of the se. Therefore, 
pondering things overly will hurt your heart? playing tricks 
will cause the perdition of your own life; showing off your 
ability and power will get you into trouble; and assuming a 
position will drive you mad. So, the subtlest supernatural 
beings can move freely and disappear swiftly, but they cannot 
be figured out by human beings; the most sensible of persons 
can transform social traditions unknowingly and no one will 
know the cause for the change. Such people retreat from the 
crowds but are still in harmony with them. They are reigning 
but cannot be hoodwinked or cut off from reality. Thus they 
are aware of the actual conditions of the wicked people, so the 
official careers of people who are insidious, evil, toadying, 
hypocritical or deceitful can be brought to an end. Those who 
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are evil and corrupt must have had some opportunities to gain 
power. What kind of opportunities did they have? The 
answer lies in the behaviour of the sovereign himself. If the 
sovereign loves to handle everything in person, the officials 
will cater to his interest by not performing their duties 
themselves and letting him do whatever he wants to do. If 
this is the case, even if they have committed some mistakes, 
they will be let off scot-free. As a result, the power of the 
sovereign will be infringed day by day, but the officials’ 
power will increase at the same time. In this case, what 
should remain motionless will become locomotive, but what 
should be locomotive will become motionless. As a result, 
the honourable and powerful will become mean and low, but 
the mean and low will become honourable and powerful. That 
will lead to the decline of the state and cause invasion by 
foreign states. 

Xi Zhong was the first to make a carriage, Gang Jie was 
the first to use written characters, Hou Ji was the first to 
grow crops, Gao Tao was the first to create the criminal law, 
Kun Wu was the first to make pottery and Xia Gun was the 
first to build cities. The things created by these six people are 
very useful. Nonetheless, a sovereign should never attempt 
to do these kinds of things in person. It is said that inventors 
are busy, but those who use their inventions are at leisure. If 
a sovereign can master the principles of being a sovereign and 
grasp the nature of life, he can govern the whole world but 
not feel painful to do so. And such a person can be addressed 
as the Perfect Person. 
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3. On Resorting to the Right Method 


As for court officials, if everything under their 
supervision is done well, they are qualified for their positions. 
But if all the affairs under their supervision are in chaos, they 
will be regarded as guilty. It will lead to more severe 
problems if the guilty ones who mishandle the affairs under 
their supervision are not punished. If the sovereign likes to 
show off his own ability and is proud of being a master of 
others, and moreover, if the court officials are concerned only 
with consolidating their powers and gaining fame by catering 
to the sovereign’s wishes rather than challenging him when 
appropriate, the sovereign is taking the place of the court 
officials. If this is the case, the court officials can seek 
opportunities for promotion by accommodating themselves to 
the wishes of the sovereign. Thus correct order between the 
sovereign and his inferiors cannot he established. Even 
though the sovereign’s ears can hear things, he will not hear 
correct and useful opinions; even though his eyes can see, he 
will not discern things correctly; even though his heart can 
perceive things, he will not make the right decisions. That is 
determined by the objective situation. The ear can hear voices 
by virtue of the tranquillity of the surroundings; the eye can 
see things by virtue of the light; the heart can cognize things 
by virtue of some fixed rules. These three functions will fall 
into disuse if the duties of the sovereign and the court officials 
are not reversed. As for those sovereigns whose states have 
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been ruined, it is not that their ears could not hear, their eyes 
could not see and their hearts could not cognize things. But, 
under their supervision, the order between themselves and 
their court officials was disarranged, and the distinction 
between the upper and lower classes was obliterated. Under 
such circumstances, even though they could hear, could they 
hear the truth? Even though they could see, could they see 
reality? Or even though they could cognize, could they really 
understand anything? If a sovereign wants to do everything 
according to his own will, he should resort to something. 
However, the intelligence of those foolish sovereigns could 
not reach that level. They could not know certain things since 
they are not intelligent enough, and they will not believe in 
certain things since they could not understand them. Boneless 
creatures cannot feel the cold. If sovereigns who own some 
territories really understand the aforementioned argument, 
they will not get into trouble. 

The ear and the eye are not reliable because they can play 
petty tricks. The crucial factors a sovereign must master are 
to pay attention to the correct method for presiding over the 
court officials, and to act according to the fixed rules. When 
Marquis Zhao Li of the state of Han saw the hog given for 
offering at the ceremony held at the national ancestral temple, 
he thought it was too small, so he asked the official in charge 
of rituals to exchange it for a bigger one. But the official 
brought back the same hog again. Marquis Zhao Li asked, 
“Isn’t it the same one?” The official could not find even one 
word to reply. The marquis then ordered the official in charge 
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of justice to punish him. One of the marquis’s attendants 
asked him, “Your Majesty, how could you know that the hog 
was the same one?” “I know that by its ear,” said the 
marquis. When Shen Buhai heard of this story, he said, 
“How could you tell that he is deaf? Because his hearing is 
fine. How could you tell that he is blind? Because his 
eyesight is sharp. How could you tell that he is mad? Because 
his talks are appropriate. So, get rid of the hearing so that 
you cannot hear anything, thus your hearing will become 
perfect; get rid of the eyesight so that you cannot see 
anything, thus your eyesight will become perfect; get rid of 
your intelligence so that you cannot cognize anything, thus 
you will become unbiased. The state will be put in order if 
these three kinds of senses are disused. Contrarily, if these 
three senses are used, the state will fall into chaos. ” 
According to his point of view, we should not rely on the 
senses of our ears, eyes or intelligence. Using our cars, eyes 
and intelligence, we can get only very limited knowledge. 
Moreover, the knowledge we get this way is also very 
shallow. Based on this limited and shallow knowledge, it is 
not possible to maintain the authority over the whole world, 
safeguard different areas with diverse customs and govern 
tens of thousands of people. We could not hear the sounds 
given out by things located ten li away from us, could not see 
things on the other side of the wall or veil, nor could we 
know the situation inside a building with the size of three mu. 
Imagine what would happen if we wanted to launch attacks 
against other states to enlarge our territory as far as the state 
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of Kai Wu in the east. Duo Ying in the south, Shou Mi in the 
west and Dan Er in the north. Hence, every sovereign should 
scrutinize this point of view carefully. Whether a state is in 
order or in disorder, whether it is safe or in danger, and 
whether it will survive or perish are all decided by one crucial 
factor. Hence, the wisest person would put aside his own 
wisdom, the kindest person would put aside his own 
kindness, and the most virtuous person would put aside his 
own virtue. Without thinking of or talking about anything, 
they just wait patiently for the right time. They will react as 
soon as the right time comes, and only those who can remain 
calm will reach the goals they set up for themselves. The 
correct way to react to external things is to remain quiet, let 
things take their own course and he upright and disinterested. 
If you govern a state this way, others will respond to you 
without request, and they will follow you without being 
directed. Instead of handling government affairs in person, 
ancient kings who unified the world often adroitly guided their 
actions according to the circumstances. For a sovereign, this 
is the correct way to govern. As for the court officials, they 
should stick to the rule of handling government affairs in 
person. By handling government affairs himself, the 
sovereign will be very busy, but by guiding actions according 
to the circumstances, he will be free. Making good use of the 
coldness of the winter to refrigerate things and the heat of the 
summer to keep things warm, why is it necessary for the 
sovereign to do so many things in person? So, it is said that 
the correct way for a sovereign to govern is to disregard his 
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own wisdom and let things take their own course. That is 
much better than showing off his own wisdom and interfering 
with government affairs. 

Once an official asked for instructions from Duke Huan. 
Duke Huan said,“Please ask Zhong Fu. ” When this official 
asked Duke Huan for instructions again, Duke Huan just 
said,“Ask Zhong Fu. ” And it was the same when he asked 
for the third time. People around Duke Huan said,“When he 
asked for instructions for the first time, you told him to ask 
Zhong Fu. And the second time, you told him to ask Zhong 
Fu again. It is so easy to govern a state this way!” Duke 
Huan said,“Well, it was not that easy before I used Zhong 
Fu. And of course it has become easy since I won over Zhong 
Fu. ” After Duke Huan won over Guan Zhong, he could 
release himself from many practical affairs. What more could 
have happened had he mastered Tao? 

When Confucius was confined at the border between 
Chen and Cai, he had been eating only potherb soup and had 
not taken any staple food for seven days. On one occasion, he 
slept during the day. Yan Hui went out to beg for some rice. 
He then returned to build a fire to cook it. When it was 
almost ready, Confucius opened his eyes and saw Yan Hui 
taking some rice from the cooking pot. He pretended that he 
had not seen it. After a while, Yan Hui finished cooking and 
brought the rice to him. Confucius stood up and said,“I have 
just dreamed of our deceased sovereign. He would not 
sacrifice anything to our ancestors unless he made sure that 
the offering was clean. ”Yan Hui replied,“No, it was not like 
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that. A moment ago, some cinder fell into the pot. I felt 
guilty about throwing away the contaminated rice, so I just 
seized it and ate it. ” Confucius groaned,“We trust our eyes to 
watch things, but our eyes are undependable; we count on 
our hearts to cognize things, but our hearts are unreliable. 
Disciples, please remember that it is always difficult to know 
others. ” Hence, it is not difficult to know some things; 
however, it is not easy to grasp Confucius’s method for 
knowing other people. 

4. On Not Taking Care of Everything in Person 

If a person is kind, he can become a leader even though 
he is not wise enough. Li Kui said, “No hare can he caught 
without the help of the dog. However, if hares were similar 
to dogs, there would he no hare. ” It is somewhat the same if 
a sovereign loves to interfere in affairs under the supervision 
of the court officials. There could be someone to stop it if the 
officials were trying to hoodwink the sovereign, but no one 
would dare stop the sovereign if he is beclouding himself. For 
a sovereign, nothing could be worse than personally handling 
the practical affairs under the supervision of the court 
officials. The broom will not be put into a box if it is used all 
the time. Therefore, if the sovereign uses his own 
intelligence to ponder government affairs, the function of his 
heart and mind will become weak; if he takes some actions 
himself, he will become fatuous; if he takes care of 
everything in person, he will become exhausted. As for 
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decline, fatuity or exhaustion, if any of these three cases 
occurs, it is against the fixed principle of a sovereign. 

Da Rao invented the Jia Zi Calendar (the method of using 
the ten Heavenly Branches and the twelve Earthly Branches 
to calculate time). Qian Ru invented Bu Shou Arithmetic. 
Rong Cheng was the first to make a calendar. Xi He was the 
first to discover the way of calculating the time of day, Shang 
Yi was the first to discover the way of calculating the time of 
month, Hou Yi was the first to discover the way of 
calculating the time of year, Hu Cao was the first to make 
garments, Yi Yi was the first to invent the arrow, Zhu Rong 
was the first to establish the market, Yi Di was the first to 
brew alcohol, Gao Yuan was the first to build a house, Yu 
Xu was the first to make a boat, Bo Yi was the first to dig a 
well, Chi Ji was the first to make mortar, Cheng Ya was the 
first to use a horse to pull a carriage, Han Ai was the first to 
create the way of using reins to control horses, Wang Hai 
was the first to create the way of using reins to control cows, 
Shi Huang was the first to create painting, Wizard Peng was 
the first to use medical therapy, and Wizard Xian was the 
first to use fortune-telling. Sages used the aforementioned 
twenty officials to govern the world, as they themselves could 
not invent the things created by these twenty officials. 
Nevertheless, they did manage to make them devote all their 
skills and abilities to work for them. That happened while 
sage sovereigns were in power. This kind of sovereigns are 
the most capable of people although they are not personally 
that capable in every field, and they are also the wisest of 
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people although they are not personally that familiar with 
everything. By simply cultivating their souls and improving 
their virtues, they can edify their people and foster a myriad 
of things successfully. Therefore, is it really necessary for 
them to worry about government affairs, handle them in 
person and make their eyes and ears exhausted in the process? 
Hence, the virtue of sage sovereigns is as bright as the newly 
risen moon—it can illuminate the whole world and leave no 
single place in the dark. It is also as luminous as the sunshine 
in that it can edify and nurture countless things. Their vitality 
is in harmony with Tao and there is no threat to their lives, 
so their will cannot be impeded by anything else. Their souls 
can communicate with ghosts and deities; a form of 
communication so subtle that no one can wholly understand 
it. Facing the south, the sovereign can sit idly in the court 
hall, and as a result, all kinds of evil conduct will be 
corrected naturally, and the people of the world can maintain 
the inherent nature of life, live their lives happily and 
cultivate their minds in peace, so every action can result in 
success. Hence, a sage sovereign who is clever at 
safeguarding his power will maintain the nature of life 
scrupulously, and under his supervision, his officials will 
perform their duties assiduously, the common people will be 
won over, and he himself will be held in high repute. 

Once, Guanzi reported to Duke Huan of the state of Qi, 
“As far as reclaiming the wastelands, enlarging cities and 

9 

towns, growing crops and making good use of the favourable 
geographical conditions are concerned, I am not as good as 



[Jllfcl 


ft 

* 

¥ 

ft 

HE 

* 

2 L 



730 


3r A g ,‘ii, ffi g £i fe, it i* £>ft, * 61 ft £, * a ft IT. E * £ $ ft, ft 
twwaE. ¥®r«.£*tatt.±*#itt,*fc;£.=¥;£±.»jE 

jp,F.*^3££,ftaiy^*jSoS£&teg3££,!qijs^ft,££.safc 

w i. «'J ^ & ft nt." m & i j : “ n .'” $ £-r w ffi k ■ m . la 5 ■4 -t if ?. t■ 


14 -iil 

JB */?,&*«&£** I'ft.ftihlfcttfcw. ftftifc 
«■ & #■ , * .4 ft'ft, ft it, it ig. ft *1 K , ii 7T to A * *» l» « . ft it- Vl «t *. 


4f . iJLf'J ft A4fl .4. ft ft , * ft *#.£,**« ft ft , * fcft *.■£,* ft * 
$ft,&*<&&*****pft,ftitfe#ftft£. ft 


«.Jfc+»!* 9 ,ii;ari&$ 1 *-**i-T-*Jt.ftit 4 fcft* 4 l . 0 ,, ft. ft ft ft ft-* , 


Ning Su. Please appoint him to be minister of agriculture. As 
far as receiving guests and behaving according to the rules of 
propriety are concerned, I am not as good as Xi Peng. Please 
appoint him to be minister of etiquette. As far as working 
hard at the court from morning till evening, daring to irritate 
you to remonstrate earnestly with you, risking life to defend 
the state and laying no stress on wealth are concerned, I am 
not as good as Dongguo Ya. Please appoint him to be chief 
adviser. As to deploying troops on the field to ensure that 
chariots can advance in an orderly manner, and soldiers will 
maintain morale and follow the officers to fight to death 
rather than retreat when they hear the orders given by the 
war drum, I am not as good as Prince Chengfu. Please 
appoint him to be minister of war. As far as judging lawsuits 
fairly to make sure that no innocent person is killed and no 
one is treated unjustly is concerned, I am not as good as Xuan 
Zhang. Please appoint him to be minister of justice. If you 
only hope to put the state in order and establish a formidable 
army, these five people are enough to fulfil that goal. 
However, if you wish to establish one of the most powerful 
states or unify the whole world, I am the right one—the one 
on whom you can always count. ” Duke Huan said, 
“Excellent!” Those five people were then appointed to the 
positions recommended by Guanzi, and they were all put 
under his supervision as well. Due to the contributions of 
Guan Yiwu and these five people, Duke Huan arranged nine 
meetings of state sovereigns, unified the whole world and 
reduced it to good order within ten years. Guan Zhong was 
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one of Duke Huan’s officials and he knew that he should not 
take charge of things beyond his limits, so he recommended 
the five persons and made them devote their abilities for the 
benefit of the state. What should a sovereign do to perform 
his role? If a sovereign can distinguish between what he 
should do and what he should not do, he can administer the 
people well. If this is the case, he will be able to recognize 
the guileful, deceitful, foolish and insidious opinions of 
others. Under such circumstances, the court officials will 
perform their duties assiduously and devote all their wisdom 
and talents to serve him. The methods used by the Three 
King Ancestors and the Five Di Ancestors to govern their 
people simply involved allowing everyone to contribute their 
abilities and wisdom wholeheartedly. As far as governing a 
state is concerned, as long as the sovereign knows that he 
should not count solely on his own capability, courage, 
honesty and sincerity, he should be able to govern effectively 
as a sovereign. A sovereign should remain even-tempered, 
edify the common people with his virtues and firmly grasp the 
essential matters. Thus both the expressions on his face and 
his heart will become satisfied, and his eyesight and audition 
will become better. Moreover, the officials will perform their 
duties assiduously and none of them will dare neglect their 
responsibility. They will take good care of the affairs under 
their supervision to substantiate their names and 
corresponding duties. Thus all the names will correspond 
with reality, and this is known as having mastered Tao. 
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5. On Mastering the Rules 

As for a sage sovereign, it is not that he knows 
everything in the world, but that he can perceive the most 
important things in governing his state. Instead of handling 
all government affairs in person, a sage sovereign will master 
the crucial factors in administering court officials. Thus there 
will be few things for him to deal with in person, but the 
state can still be put in order. If he knows what he should 
control firmly, he can maintain exclusive authority over the 
throne, and as a result, wicked and corrupt conducts will 
cease. If wicked and corrupt conducts are stopped, schemers 
will not come to his court any more, and the truth of things 
can he known. If the truth of things is not intentionally 
covered up, the reality will become apparent. This is known 
as the Perfect Politics. 

During the time when the politics are perfect, the 
common people will not crow about themselves nor spread 
rumours and heresies. Both sensible and unworthy people can 
exhibit their natural characters. Instead of behaving 
disingenuously, people will act according to their inborn 
natures and serve their sovereign honestly and sincerely. 
Under such circumstances, the position of everyone, whether 
skilful or clumsy, wise or foolish, brave or cowardly, can be 
adjusted suitably according to the old regulations. Thus, 
everyone will be qualified for his post. Hence, officials 
holding positions should be examined according to the way 
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they perform their duties rather than their own promises. 
And people without position should have their actual 
behaviour investigated to see whether their words and their 
deeds match each other. If these two things can be 
distinguished clearly, it is no longer possible for useless talk 
to be heard in the court. If the sovereign sticks to the 
principle of emptiness to follow the nature of life and rids 
himself of his private inclination to listen to useful ideas, this 
is known as Holding Court. Holding court means that the 
sovereign and court officials work together to spread the 
principles of morality and justice and create a system of law 
and regulations. If the sovereign acts in accordance with the 
nature of life, people who lay stress on morality and justice 
will be drawn to him, the efficiency of the law will be 
established, the wicked will be dismissed from office, and the 
greedy and deceitful will be estranged. Hence, the most 
important factor in governing the world is to get rid of the evil 
and deceitful; the most important factor in getting rid of the 
evil and deceitful is to bring the officials under control; the 
most important factor in bringing the officials under control is 
to improve the ways of doing things; and the most important 
factor in improving the ways of doing things is to cultivate the 
mind. So, Viscount Huazi said, “A sovereign should be 
concerned with profoundly mastering Tao instead of being a 
person of omniscience. He should adhere to Tao humbly and 
focus on improving his integrity. Being concerned with 
mastering Tao, he will shut himself off from the masses. If 
he can manage to master Tao thoroughly, the whole territory 
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of his state—even the remotest areas in all four directions— 
can be safeguarded successfully. Only people who conform to 
the will of Heaven can be in harmony with the principle of 
Heaven even though that might not be their aim. That 
accounts for the prosperity of Shen Nong’s time and the great 
fame of Yao and Shun. ” 

If a sovereign is proud of his intelligence but considers 
others foolish, proud of his skills but considers others 
clumsy, under such circumstances, the foolish and clumsy 
will ask him for instructions, and the shrewd and cunning will 
give directions. The more directions are given, the more 
people will ask for instructions. As a result, people will ask 
for instructions for everything. The sovereign could not be 
omniscient even though he is wise. Based on his limited 
knowledge, if he tries to answer all kinds of questions 
himself, his means will be exhausted, and he will feel that he 
is at the end of his tether. If this is the case, how can he 
bring the court officials and the common people under 
control? If the sovereign cannot realize this embarrassment 
himself, it will lead to arrogance and self-importance. Thus, 
he will he double hoodwinked. If this is the case, he can no 
longer maintain the state. Therefore, a sage sovereign will 
make the best use of the situation instead of dealing with 
things in person, and he will also demand that his court 
officials adhere to their duties scrupulously instead of giving 
concrete directions. He will get rid of all thoughts and 
conjectures to wait patiently for the right opportunity, and 
will not show off his own achievements or interfere in 
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practical affairs. He is concerned with examining the titles 
and what responsibilities they actually involve. This will 
ensure that they match each other, and will also allow the 
court officials to perform their duties properly. In addition, 
he knows that not seeking to acquire knowledge is the right 
way of doing things, and regards asking for instructions from 
others as the magic weapon. Yao asked himself, “How could 
I illuminate the mundane world as the sun and the moon do?” 
Shun asked himself, “How could I make the people of even 
the remotest areas in all four directions submit to my 
authority?” And Yu always asked himself, “How could I 
conquer the state of Qing Qiu and make people of the 
remotest areas—such as those living around Jiu Yang 
Mountain and in the kingdom of Qi Gong—accept my moral 
education?” 

At the time when Zhao Xiangzi was in power, he 
appointed Ren Deng as chief official of Zhong Mou. When he 
was making his annual report, Ren Deng told Xiangzi, 
“There is an intellectual in Zhong Mou called Dan Xuyi. 
Please interview him. ” Xiangzi interviewed him and appointed 
him as secondary high-ranking official. The prime minister 
said, “I think you have probably only heard about this person 
and have not seen him in person. It is not in accordance with 
the established regulations of the state of Jin to appoint 
secondary high-ranking official this way. ” Xiangzi said, “At 
the time when I employed Ren Deng, I had already heard 
about him and personally witnessed his ways of doing things. 
As for the people recommended by Ren Deng, is it really 



s 

ft 

« 

ft 

¥ 

to 

S£ 

* 

£ 


I®*! 

AA- *HI*ttA,«IM*; 2 j. 



742 


i n n £ tfc «mt. «&#£;£;pe £ * «r* tii. a /j ■' 

1^*1 

4 .£ ill A «*/r. *SL & tt., *Pft 4. at & flt T &4 *, m *b A m * A 7 . ” 

***** t VkH-jHb? £“« 
« a, tA*t *■•*** & . 

£ i ^ , - fL & f-4-ft *'J a 'B V *» * jtl it If] ffc tf]. «. tt, in ip 

J? A 7 ftf ft tfl A «. ife- <6. if]. 

A#-ft-f£‘ifA. l?^.S £-§-. 

W JL£ ,i*#Ait;t. Aft X * *Jk *$ 4ft * * -f- i .% •&. A 

ttffl & C. #& JC. X. *» * T *fc i& to fflitt *!#**,■#■*$*$ A, 4 ft, A. 

v* ^-k-fl-, ## tb f - set fefli #> ft £; ft A-A## S fc , & J- *h X, ¥* J& »>] 
* x , efc« •*■&#* .*» IS) ftx *5 E it ftf i-#, *4 *-T* * tt A 



necessary for me to use my own eyes and ears to perpetually 
listen to and observe them? Could there ever be an end if this 
is the case?” The prime minister did not mention the subject 
again and Dan Xuyi took the position. Did Xiangzi need to 
personally deal with these concrete affairs? By using the right 
persons appropriately, the sensible people will devote all their 
capabilities to work for him. 

The sovereigns ’ problem is that they have appointed 
people to some positions but do not use them correctly. Or 
they use them but exchange views on them with those who do 
not know them. Whoever wants to cross the Yangtze River 
should take a boat. Whoever wants to travel to a distant 
destination should ride a swift horse. And whoever wants to 
establish one of the most powerful states or even unify the 
whole world should count on the sensible people. For 
sovereigns who are going to establish one of the most 
powerful states or even unify the whole world, people like Yi 
Yin, Lu Shang, Guan Yiwu and Baili Xi are the equivalent of 
their swift horses and boats. They would rather not use their 
own fathers or brothers at the government, but that is not 
intended to alienate them; they would rather use chefs, 
fishermen and their personal enemies or servants, but that is 
not out of favouritism towards them. It is necessary for them 
to do so to maintain their states, make great achievements 
and gain fame. It is somewhat like the way skilful carpenters 
build palaces; they will only know how much wood they will 
need by measuring the size of the palace, and they will only 
know how many workers they will need by calculating the 





743 


R 

* 

ik 


& 

# 

5 £ 

% 

£. 



744 


IJSiifcl 

a/he,HffliJr,Uff3cT*uia,Ji£ 

*«3i*#h w a, taw a. * 

14-iil 

******* ******* 7. 

££#.**] tf, AT ASfc*>iA3f, 7 . -fH £ A 

A. fl+■#-.«•*« A J|L,3fcB*JB/t#fc, JStJ8 & 
#-, AT A St *> i£ «, fi] £■ A ir 0 *«•« &&&*.&,#. It* ft&M. 

J.iiA*fcitjR***.ili£ + i**Jpfc4* + * 

£-&•&**'] • *. 4 T*. + J* *$£.£*? 


«» 


l«t*l 

AH- 

5fe£¥».*£¥ft.*.5fe;2:¥».*£¥s.ft.#*£fe.iHf 

14 -ifl 


A £ T ft 7T & ,*■*■* S. T iilltt , 3g- £ tfl st£- A *J*fr& ; 


scale of the construction. Therefore, when Yi Yin and Lii 
Shang were employed by the Shang and Zhou Dynasties, 
everyone knew that they were going to unify the world; when 
Guan Yiwu and Baili Xi were employed by the states of Qi and 
Qin, the people of the world knew that they were going to 
establish two of the most powerful states. Did they only serve 
as swift horses or boats? 

Sovereigns who have established the most powerful of 
states—or even unified the world—must have won over the 
support of capable people. Sovereigns whose regimes have 
been toppled and whose states have been ruined must have 
used wicked people. When Jie appointed Yang Xin, Zhou 
appointed Wu Lai, the state of Song appointed Tang Yang 
and the state of Qi appointed Su Qin respectively to very 
important positions, the people of the world realized that 
these regimes would be toppled sooner or later. For 
sovereigns who neglect the sensible people but at the same 
time still wish for great achievements, it is like wishing for a 
long night at the Summer Solstice, or aiming at the sky in 
order to shoot fish. Even Shun and Yu could not manage to 
do that, let alone mediocre sovereigns. 
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6. On Being Cautious with the Power over the Throne 

If a sovereign has disregarded the appropriate way of 
taking firm control over court officials but still demands that 
they should treat him with honesty, he and the court officials 
will be suspicious and jealous of each other; if a sovereign has 
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lost his authority over the throne hut still demands that 
everyone in the state remain obedient to him. the state will be 
in danger. Being put on the land, a huge fish big enough to 
swallow a boat would be defeated by ants and mole crickets. 
Counterparts of the same ranks and power cannot control each 
other, states with no difference in strength cannot annex each 
other, and regimes organized at the same level cannot rectify 
each other. Therefore, factors such as whether a state is big 
or small, powerful or powerless, strong or weak, in order or 
in disorder must be scrutinized carefully, since they can either 
lead a state to prosperity or perdition. 

The area of the civilized places of the world where people 
wear hats and belts, where carriages and boats can be taken 
to get there, and where it is unnecessary to use minority 
peoples such as the Xiang, Yi and Di Ti peoples as translators 
amounts to about three thousand square li. The ancient kings 
who unified the world had all chosen the centres of the world 
to build their capitals; they had all chosen the centres of their 
capitals to build their palaces; and they had all chosen the 
centres of their palaces to build their ancestral temples as 
well. The territory of the world is vast, but they established 
their capitals on a land of only about one thousand square li 
because their kingdoms could be put in the best possible order 
this way. It is not that they could not manage to enlarge their 
territories, but that a large territory was no better than a 
small one, and a large population was no better than a small 
one either. Under their supervision, numerous feudatories 
had been created to consolidate their authority and spread the 
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principles of morality and justice, but that was not done out 
of favouritism towards the sensible and virtuous people. If 
the principles of morality and justice were spreaded, they 
themselves would become invincible. If they were invincible, 
their power could he secured. Hence, when we carry out 
research on the ancient era, we find that the more feudatories 
a regime had created, the longer the good fortune of the 
sovereign would last and the more famous he would be. Shen 
Nong had kept control over the world for seventeen 
generations, because he knew how to share the advantages of 
the world with others. 

As for a sovereign who is able to unify the world, he will 
confer feudatories this way : the closer the feudatories are, 
the bigger their areas are; the more distant they are, the 
smaller their areas are. Some states along the coast have only 
ten square li each. By using the big ones to control the small 
ones, using the more powerful ones to control the less 
powerful ones, and using states with huge populations, to 
control those with only small populations, he can manage to 
maintain his authority over the world. So, it is strenuous for 
small states such as Teng and Fei to control other states, but 
easier for states such as Zou and Lu to do that. If states such 
as Song and Zheng want to control other states, they can get 
twice the result with half the effort. And if Qi and Chu want 
to control other states, they can simply impose their 
principles and values upon them. The bigger and more 
powerful the state is, the easier it is for it to reach its goal. 

Tang could not succeed without Yi, nor could King Wu 


IJSA 1 


R 

* 

$ 

# 

K 

£ 


WfettSefl. &iifc*;£.;fett£-11t.$M:£#.#«*¥«.tt* 

ittttd?. seT^R.##!^. R^i&^sfcg.i^ffcM. /L£tfc 



750 


4 -fr. 

[ 4 - m 

#*.**>$» flr«,*. #«a#***,*fc $H i ffl 'J> 

^, *t 4-* s> * &» 

& e,**fc#*^it**#*li**..*t ti 

t&Jfctfa 

*.. ?* *tt. ffl* * .frJfcttJfl .Sfctf tf*.httfl4fc. >*■ A *&■-U*. 


succeed without Qi, even though they were people of perfect 
sagacity. Sensible as Tang and King Wu were, they knew 
that it was necessary to make good use of the situation, not to 
say those who were less sensible than Tang and Wu. 
Therefore, it is auspicious to use big states to control small 
ones. Using small states to control big ones will lead to 
perdition. When powerful states are used to control less 
powerful ones, the latter will become obedient; when less 
powerful states are used to control powerful ones, the former 
will be in danger. From this point of view, if a sovereign 
wishes to stabilize the whole world, safeguard the lives of the 
common people and has his achievements and reputation 
inscribed on pottery, pots and mirrors, he should never be 
self satisfied with his power and national strength. Although 
he has recourse to national strength, possesses formidable 
powers and has the support of the sensible and talented 
people, it still should not be regarded as magnificent even 
though he could unify the whole world in troubled times. The 
common people of the world are suffering from poverty and 
hardship. The more indigent the common people are and the 
harder their living conditions are, the easier it will be for the 
capable sovereign to unify the world. Sovereigns who can 
unify the world will save the common people from poverty and 
suffering. When crossing the water, you should take a boat. 
When travelling on land, you should take a carriage. When 
trudging through the mud, you should use a sledge. When 
walking on the sand, you should use a sliding plank. When 
advancing on the mountain road, you should use a bridge. 
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Only by doing so can you make good use of various 
geographical conditions. Sovereigns who can make good use 
of diverse situations can have their orders carried out. 

If a sovereign is powerful and honourable, his moral 
education will be successful. If the authority of a sovereign is 
well established, wicked conduct and corruption will be 
stopped. That is the correct way to administer both court 
officials and the common people. Hence, it is easy for a big 
state with ten thousand chariots to give orders to a small one 
with only one thousand chariots; it is easy for a state with one 
thousand chariots to give orders to a fief with only one high- 
ranking official; and it is also easy for a fief to give orders to 
one member of a family. Contrariwise, even Yao and Shun 
could not succeed. The sovereigns of the feudatories do not 
want to submit to the authority of others. Nevertheless, they 
are forced to do so. If they are inferior to others, how can 
they manage to change the situation of having to submit to 
their authority? Weighing up the situation, examining his 
own power and creating many more feudatories are all 
measures to consolidate the authority of the Son of Heaven. 
Sovereigns who can unify the world all exert their powers. 
What is known as unifying the world means nothing more 
than making your own powers incomparable. If there is 
someone powerful enough to contend with you, you will be 
dethroned. If one of the sovereigns knows that a small state 
can outdo a big one, and the minority can defeat the majority, 
he must know how to make his own power incomparable as 
well. If he knows how to make his power incomparable, 
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those people who are engaged in trickery and double-dealing 
will be estranged. So all the ancient kings would adhere to 
this rule : they would not make the sovereigns of other 
feudatories jealous when they were enthroning Sons of 
Heaven, would not make the high-ranking court officials 
jealous when they were conferring feudatories on others and 
they would not make the other princes jealous when they were 
appointing crown princes born to their legitimate wives. 
There would be disputes and power struggles if jealousy was 
stirred up among them, and disputes and power struggles 
would lead to further chaos. Hence, if the order among the 
sovereigns of the feudatories falls into disarray, it will lead to 
worldwide chaos; if the order among the high-ranking 
officials falls into disarray, it will lead to chaos in the court; 
if there is no hierarchy between the legitimate wife and 
concubines, it will lead to chaos in the family; if there is no 
hierarchy between the legitimate wife’s eldest son and his 
younger brothers or other siblings born to the father ’ s 
concubines, it will lead to chaos in the clan. Shenzi said, 
“Suppose that a hare is running in front of us, there will be 
hundreds of people chasing it. It is not that one hare can be 
shared by so many people. The reason is that the ownership 
of the hare is not clear. Therefore, even Yao would chase it, 
let alone the ordinary people. When piles and piles of hares 
are displayed on the market, no one is likely to take them. It 
is not that people do not want to keep them for themselves. It 
is because the ownership of these hares is very clear. If the 
ownership is clear, even the uneducated will not compete for 
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them. Hence, the most important thing in governing the 
world or even one state lies in clarifying the titles and their 
corresponding duties. 

King Zhuang of the state of Chu had besieged the state of 
Song for nine months. King Kang of Chu had besieged it for 
five months, and King Sheng of Chu had besieged it for ten 
months. Even though the state of Chu had surrounded Song 
three times, it could not manage to conquer and occupy it. 
But that did not mean that Song could not be ruined at any 
rate. However, if Chu took military action against Song, 
when would the warfare ever come to an end? Great 
achievements can only be gained if there are differences in the 
levels of sagacity and worthiness between the opposing 
states’ sovereigns, and between the national strengths and 
levels of stability of the respective states. 

Duke Jian of the state of Qi had a court official named 
Zhu Yuyang. One day he met Duke Jian, and said, “Our two 
ministers, Chen Chengchang and Zai Yu, are at odds with 
each other. I am afraid that they might attack each other. If 
they do not reconcile with each other but insist on revenge, I 
think that will put you in danger. So I hope that you will 
dismiss one of them from office. ” Duke Jian said, “People of 
your status are not likely to know anything about that. ” 
After some time, Chen Chengchang attacked Zai Yu at the 
court as expected and then he caught Duke Jian in the 
ancestral temple. Duke Jian groaned and said, “I did not take 
Yuyang’s advice and now I am suffering from this.” Even 
though he regretted very much that he did not follow 
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Yuyang’s advice, it did not help since he had already lost 
control over the court officials and his authority over the 
throne. His failure was accounted for by the fact that he did 
not know how to count on reliable factors but instead resorted 
exclusively to unreliable ones. The figures engraved on the 
cauldron of the Zhou Dynasty are intended to help the people 
understand some most important principles. And mastering 
these principles should be the priority for all sovereigns. 

7. On Adherence to Unanimity 
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The state will die out in no time if the sovereign consults 
the opinions of the masses on how he should govern. How 
could 1 know this? Lao Dan attached importance to flexibility. 
Confucius attached importance to benevolence. Mo Di 
attached importance to probity. Guan Yin attached 
importance to clarity. Viscount Liezi attached importance to 
nothingness. Chen Pian attached importance to unanimity. 
Yang Sheng attached importance to the self. Sun Bin attached 
importance to the situation. Wang Liao attached importance 
to gaining advantage over one’s enemies. Er Liang attached 
importance on winning by striking only after the enemy had 
struck first. These ten people were amongst the world ’ s 
most outstanding intellectuals. War drums and gongs are 
played so that all the officers and soldiers can hear military 
orders simultaneously; uniform regulations are made so that 
the people can be of one mind. Intelligent people are not 
allowed to show off their intelligence and the stupid are not 
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allowed to exhibit their stupidity so that the masses can be of 
one heart; valorous people are not allowed to set the pace and 
the cowardly are not allowed to fall behind so that the masses 
can act concertedly. Hence, a state can be put in order if the 
masses are well organized; a state will be in disorder if the 
masses are badly organized. The safety of the state can be 
guaranteed if the masses are well organized. If the masses are 
badly organized, the state will face severe threats. Possibly 
only the sages can unify countless different things to make 
everyone, wise or foolish, talented or clumsy, devote all his 
strength and capabilities to the state, and make people of 
both the upper and lower classes act with one heart and one 
mind ! However, if the sovereign is not wise enough to master 
the correct way to rein in the court officials and not capable 
enough to spread the principles of moral education, but 
instead only resorts to power, agility and familiarity with the 
actual conditions, he will not succeed. 

8. On Sticking to the Principle of First Importance 

A myriad of things created by the cooperation between 
Heaven and Earth, between Yin and Yang, are diverse, even 
though these creators themselves do not change. The eye can 
distinguish white from black if it has not lost eyesight; the 
ear can differentiate harmonious sounds from cacophonous 
ones if it has not lost audition; and a sovereign can rectify a 
myriad of things in the world if he can adhere to the principle 
of taking firm control over the essence of various things. In 
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order to unify the officers and soldiers, every army must have 
a general; in order to unify the common people all over the 
state, every state must have a sovereign; in order to unify 
people all over the world, there must be a Son of Heaven; in 
order to maintain the authority over the throne, the Son of 
Heaven must adhere to the principle of taking firm control 
over the essence of various things. If he can manage to do 
this, the world can be put in perfect order. Otherwise, it will 
lead to severe chaos. Suppose that four drivers were 
appointed to rein four horses harnessed separately side by side 
and everyone held a whip to direct the horses, the horses 
could not even exit the gate of the lane, as no unanimous 
order could be given this way. 

The king of Chu asked Zhan He how to govern the state. 
Zhan He said, “I have only heard about something on how to 
cultivate the mind but have not heard anything about how to 
govern a state. ” Did he mean that it was not necessary to 
govern a state at all? He meant that the crucial factor in 
governing a state lay in cultivating the mind of the sovereign. 
If your mind is well cultivated, you can put the whole family 
in order; if the family is well organized, you can put the 
whole state in order; if the state is well organized, you can 
put the whole world in order. So, it is said that the family can 
be administered by using the same means for cultivating the 
mind, the state can be administered by using the same means 
for governing the family, and the whole world can be 
administered by using the same means for governing the 
state. The mind, the family, the state and the world are of 
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different statuses and importance. Nonetheless* they are all 
of the same nature. Hence, in a broad sense, the activities of 
the sages can affect everywhere in the world, including all the 
places illuminated by the sun and the moon; in a narrow 
sense, all their achievements come down to cultivating their 
own minds. However, in this respect, even kindly fathers 
cannot pass it on to their sons, and even loyal officials cannot 
impose it on their sovereign by force. Only people with 
capability can do this. 

Tian Pian was trying to persuade the king of Qi to accept 
his advice. The king of Qi said, “1 only control the territory 
of the state of Qi. Please tell me your opinions on the politics 
of Qi. ” Tian Pian replied, “Well, if you listen to me, you 
will know how to take the appropriate policies to govern your 
state, even though I will not mention anything about policy. 
It is somewhat like the trees in a forest. You can get wood 
from them even though they are not wood for the time being. 
In a narrow sense, I hope that Your Majesty can get some 
useful information on governing the state of Qi from my 
words. In a broad sense, they can be applied to everything in 
the world, not only the policies of Qi. The course of 
development of a myriad of things of the world follows some 
fixed laws. If you can make good use of them according to 
their innate nature, all your actions will be correct and 
suitable. Owing to this reason, Peng Zu enjoyed longevity, 
the Three King Ancestors achieved great prosperity, the Five 
Di Ancestors gained great fame and Shen Nong accomplished 
great success. ” 
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Wu Qi once told Shang Wen, “Whether one can be 
appreciated by the sovereign or not is fate. ” Shang Wen 
asked, “What do you mean?” Wu Qi replied, “Regarding the 
governing of the people of the state, extending moral 
education, modifying customs and establishing order between 
the sovereign and the court officials and between fathers and 
sons, who do you think is more effective in these fields, you 
or me?” Shang Wen said, “I am not as good as you. ” Wu Qi 
continued, “As to the two of us, when being used as a court 
official, who will make the sovereign more honourable and 
powerful, And when giving up the seal and abdicating the 
post, who will see the sovereign become less powerful, you 
or me?” Shang Wen said, “I am not as capable as you. ” Wu 

Qi said again, “Regarding the deploying of soldiers and war 

• 

horses so that they match with each other perfectly, 
organizing the soldiers to launch the attack ahead of the 
horses, and making the officers and men fight bravely and 
unflinchingly to death when the war drum sounds and the 
order is given, who do you think is more excellent in this 
field, you or me?” Shang Wen said, "1 am not as excellent as 
you. ” Wu Qi said, “Well, I am better than you in all these 
three fields. Nonetheless, your position is higher than mine. 
Whether you will be appreciated by the sovereign or not is 
fate!” Shang Wen said, “Good. Since you have asked me so 
many questions, I am going to ask you one question too. In 
the case that we are entering a troubled time, the sovereign is 
a fledging, the officials are suspicious of each other and the 
lives of the common people are threatened, under such 
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circumstances, who do you think will he entrusted to handle 
the government affairs, you or me?” Wu Qi did not say 
anything, hut after a while, he said, “You will be the right 
one to be entrusted.” Shang Wen said, “That’s why my 
position is more powerful than yours. ” Wu Qi knew his 
strong points hut did not realize his weak points. He 
understood his sagacity and capability but overlooked his 
unworthiness in other fields. Therefore, he won the battle in 
Xi He, but was driven from pillar to post by Wang Cuo and 
was finally killed during this disaster. For another example, 
the state of Wu had defeated the state of Qi but could not 
manage to defeat the state of Yue; the state of Qi had 
defeated the state of Song but could not manage to defeat the 
state of Yan. Hence, it is possible that only those sovereigns 
who understand the ever-changing transition between the long 
and the short, and between surplus and deficiency can 
maintain their states and secure their own safety! 
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Views on Being Cautious with One’s Looks and Manners 


1. On Being Cautious with One’s Looks and Manners 

A sovereign should pay attention to his behaviour and 
facial expressions. Any prescient sovereign would not start to 
talk with others first. He would rather respond to other 
people after they have first put forward their proposals; he 
would rather follow others after they have taken the lead. 
Moreover, they also check the hearts of others by studying 
their demeanour, and inspect the titles of others by watching 
their expressions and investigate whether or not the titles of 
others match with reality by examining their concrete deeds. 
Under such circumstances, the persuaders themselves will 
not dare to boast. Thus the sovereign can take firm control 
over the most crucial factor in governing the state. 

Once Kong Si asked for permission to leave the state of 
Lu to go somewhere else. The sovereign of Lu said, “All 
sovereigns of the world are the same, so where are you 
going?” Kong Si said, “I have heard that gentlemen are like 
birds, they will fly away if they are threatened. ” The 
sovereign of Lu said, “Nowadays, sovereigns of all states of 
the world are so unworthy. Maybe you are leaving one 
unworthy sovereign for another unworthy one. Do you think 
that you can know all sovereigns of the world well?” When 
birds arc flying away, normally they are flying from places 
where they have been threatened and heading for places where 
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they will feel safe. It is not certain whether they can find a 
safe place after they have left the dangerous ones. But if they 
are flying away from one dangerous place to head for another 
dangerous one, why do they need to escape? Kong Si's reply 
to the sovereign of Lu was also unjustified. 

King Hui of the state of Wei sent someone to the state of 
Han to give Marquis Zhao a message which said, “The state 
of Zheng was ruined by Han. I hope that Your Majesty can 
give some territory to the family of the deceased sovereign of 
Zheng. That will re-establish the ruined state and recompense 
the displaced clan. If you could do that, you will become very 
famous. ” Marquis Zhao worried about this very much. Childe 
Shi Wo said, “Please allow me to have a talk with him. ” Shi 
Wo then went to Wei to interview their king in person and 
said, “You have ordered us to give some land to the family of 
the deceased sovereign of Zheng, but we dare not do that 
because we should not act against the precedent established 
by your state. Previously, after Shcng, the descendant of 
Duke Chu of Jin, took over the regime, he was confined at 
Tong Di. But your state did not sympathize with him at that 
time. Now you are asking us to re-establish the ruined state 
and recompense the displaced clan. We dare not agree to do 
that. ” The king of Wei felt ashamed and said, “Fine. I see. 
It was not my idea. Please do not mention it again. ” Shi Wo 
cited the unrighteous action of others to cover up the 
unrighteous conduct of his own state. Even though King Hui 
of Wei did not know how to repudiate Shi Wo, the state of 
Han acted more and more unjustly ever since then. The 
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eloquence of Childe Shi Wo of Wei could not cover up the 
errors of his state. 

King Zhao of Wei asked Tian Qu, “At the time when I 
was the crown prince and living in the East Palace, I heard 
that you said it was very easy to become a sage. Didn’t you 
really say that?” Tian Qu said, “Yes. I did say that. ” King 
Zhao said, “I see. Do you think that you are a sage yourself, 
sir?” Tian Qu replied, “Well, Yao had realized that Shun was 
a sage before Shun achieved great success. However, the 
common people knew that Shun was a sage only after he had 
accomplished great achievements. Up to now, 1 have not yet 
accomplished any achievement, but you are asking me 
whether I am a sage or not. Who do you think you are? Do 
you regard yourself a Yao?” King Zhao could not even find 
one word to answer him. In this case. King Zhao asked Tian 
Qu whether he considered himself a sage or not, but he did 
not mean that he himself knew the sages well. Nonetheless, 
Tian Qu made a mistake in his answer by presupposing King 
Zhao had acknowledged that he knew the sages well. Thus he 
imposed an undeserved reputation upon Kina Zhao, but Tian 
Qu himself did not realize that. 

King Hui of the state of Zhao told Gongsun Long, “I 
have been concerned with disbanding the armed forces for 
more than ten years but have not yet done it. Possibly armed 
forces can not be done away with at all?” Gongsun Long 
replied, “The idea of eliminating all armed forces reflects the 
love for humanity. In order to reach that goal, you should 
earnestly practise what you advocate instead of only giving lip 
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service to it. After the lands of Lin and Li Shi of Zhao were 
ceded to the state of Qin. you went into mourning; after we 
attacked the state of Qi in the east and occupied some of its 
land, you gave a banquet to celebrate the victory. Look, you 
went into mourning to express your sadness when Qin 
enlarged its territory, but held a banquet to celebrate when Qi 
lost its land. That was not at all in accordance with the idea 
of love for humanity. It also accounted for your failure in 
trying to get rid of the armed forces. ” Suppose that someone 
behaved very arrogantly but still hoped to be respected by 
others; was engaged in building up cliques but still wished to 
gain a high reputation; issued very demanding orders and 
then changed them frequently hut still wished to secure his 
safety; was very greedy, fastidious and corrupt but still 
looked forward to maintaining his authority, even the Yellow 
King could not manage to do that. 

Lord Si of the state of Wei would collect grain by levying 
heavy taxes on the common people and stirred up tumult 
among them. The lord told Bo Yi, “Look, how stupid the 
people are! They do not know that I am collecting grain for 
their own sake. Why do they want to keep the grain 
themselves? Is there any difference if I keep it for them?” Bo 
Yi said, “1 do not agree with you in this respect. If the 
common people keep the grain themselves, you cannot 
manage to obtain it, so it is better to keep it at the national 
granary; if the grain is kept at the national granary, the 
common people cannot manage to obtain it, so it is better for 
them to keep it themselves. ” Therefore, every time a 
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sovereign hears an opinion, he should meditate upon it 
thoroughly. If he can do that, all orders will be carried out 
properly. And the longer a state has been existed, the more 
stable it is. When the state is stable, it will be difficult to 
ruin it. Old kingdoms such as Yu, Xia, Shang and Zhou do 
not exist any more because their sovereigns did not know how 
to self-examine themselves thoroughly. 

When Childe Ta was the prime minister of the state of 
Zhou, Shen Xiang trembled when he was trying to persuade 
him. Childe Ta scolded him, “Mr. Shen, why are you 
trembling while talking with me? Is it because I am the prime 
minister?” Shen Xiang said, “I know that 1 am indeed 
unworthy. Nevertheless, you have obtained such a high 
position at the age of only twenty, and you make this old man 
tremble when he is face to face with you. Who do you think 
should be blamed, you or me?” Childe Yao could not find 
even one word to refute him. People tremble because they do 
not feel comfortable when talking with the powerful. On the 
other hand, the powerful can make others tremble because of 
their arrogance. If the powerful people behave politely and 
treat others with respect, but other people still tremble, the 
powerful people should not be the ones to be blamed. 
Therefore, one should always behave decently even though 
others might have sometimes behaved wrongly. Do not 
condemn others for their wrong-doings. But arrogant people 
are reprehensible anyway. 
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2. On Being Cautious with One’s Expressions 


Sovereigns must be cautious with their expressions. Gao 
Zong of the Shang Dynasty was the Son of Heaven. After he 
was enthroned, he had not spoken one word for three years 
when mourning over the deceased ruler. All the ministers and 
high-ranking officials were terrified and worried about it. 
Then Gao Zong told them, “Since I need to rectify the 
customs of the whole world with my own strength and 
ability, I was afraid that I would say something unsuitable. 
That’s why I have not spoken. ” Sons of Heaven of ancient 
times were so prudent with their words that they would not 
make any mistake in their speech. 

Once, King Cheng of the Zhou Dynasty was entertaining 
Tang Shuyu for pleasure. King Cheng plucked a leaf of a 
phoenix tree, presented it as a Gui (an elongated pointed 
tablet of jade held in hand by ancient rulers on ceremonial 
occasions) to Tang Shuyu and said, “With this leaf, 1 am 
conferring upon you a feudatory. ” Shuyu was very happy and 
told Duke Zhou. Duke Zhou then went to see King Cheng to 
ask for confirmation of this. He asked, “Did you really confer 
upon Shuyu a feudatory?” King Cheng said, “No. I was only 
joking with him. ” Duke Zhou said, “In my opinion, a Son of 
Heaven should not play jokes on his inferiors. When a Son of 
Heaven says something, the chief court historian should write 
it down, the chief court musician should sing it, and the 
intellectuals should praise it. ” So, King Cheng conferred the 
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state of Jin upon Tang Shuyu. Duke Zhou was a really 
talented persuader. He made King Cheng be more careful 
with his words and also endorsed his love for his younger 
brother. Moreover, he also assisted King Cheng to 
consolidate the throne of the Zhou Dynasty. 

After King Zhuang took over the regime of the state of 
Chu, he had not paid any attention to government affairs for 
three years and was only addicted to signs and countersigns. 
Cheng Gonggu went to the palace to petition him. King 
Zhuang said, “I have already issued the order to stop people 
from petitioning me. And now you are here again to persuade 
me. Why?” Cheng Gonggu said, “I dare not argue with you. 

I am here to play signs and countersigns with you. ” King 
Zhuang said, “Why not tell me one first then?” Cheng 
Gonggu said, “There is a bird perching on a hill in the south. 
He has not flown, moved or sung for three years. What kind 
of bird do you think it is?” King Zhuang said, “Well, there is 
a bird perching on a hill in the south. He has not moved even 
once for three years since he wants to consolidate his ideals? 
he has not flown since he wants to give his feathers the 
chance to grow maturely; he has not sung since he wants to 
examine the legal system of the everyday world. Even though 
he has not flown, he could dash to the sky once he flies; even 
though he has not sung, he would terrify everyone once he 
sings. You may leave now. I can see what you mean. ” The 
next day, he held court. Five officials were promoted and ten 
were dismissed from office. All the court officials were happy 
and the common people were congratulating with each other 
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because of this. It is said in Shijing , “Why has the bird 
remained motionless for such a long time? There must be 
some reason for it. Why has the bird settled down so firmly? 
There must be some reason for it. ” Possibly that refers to the 
story of King Zhuang? Cheng Gonggu ’ s signs and 
countersigns was better than the persuasion of Taizai (Chief 
Minister) Pi. Wu, was ruined after Fu Chai, the sovereign of 
Wu, had listened to Prime Minister Pi. And Chu became one 
of the most powerful states after King Zhuang took the advice 
hidden in Cheng Gonggu’s signs and countersigns. 

Duke Huan of the state of Qi and Guan Zhong planned to 
attack the state of Ju. People all over the state knew about it 
before military action was taken. Duke Huan was surprised 
and talked about it with Guan Zhong, “Zhong Fu, I have 
planned with you to attack Ju. And people all over the state 
have known it even before we take action. What do you think 
the reason is?” Guan Zhong said, “There must be a sage in 
our state. ” Duke Huan said, “Oh, 1 see! I remember on that 
day, one of the menservants was carrying a plough in his 
hands and looking upwards. I suppose that could be the 
one. ” He then asked all the servants of that day to come back 
to work again, and no one should took the place of anyone 
else. After a while, Dongguo Ya arrived. Guan Zhong said, 
“He must he the one. ” He then asked the official in charge of 
receiving guests to invite Dongguo Ya to come over for a talk. 
Guan Zhong and Dongguo Ya stood at suitable places on the 
steps respectively. Guan Zhong asked him, “You must be the 
one who has spread the news about taking military action 
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against the state of Ju?” “Yes,” said Dongguo Ya. Guan 
Zhong said, “But I did not mention that I was about to attack 
Ju. How could you figure it out?” Dongguo Ya said, “As far 
as I know, gentlemen are good at planning things, and petty 
men are clever at guessing. I just guessed that. ” Guan Zhong 
said, “I did not say that I would attack Ju directly. How 
could you guess then?” Dongguo Ya said, “I have heard that 
gentlemen have three kinds of expressions on their faces: they 
look pleased when they are appreciating the harmonic tunes 
played by the bell, the drum and other instruments; they 
look quiet and sad while they are in mourning; but when they 
appear outraged, they wave their hands or lift up their feet 
fiercely, and this is a sign of war. On that day, when I was 
looking up at the platform, I saw you were so angry, your 
hands and feet were waving so forcefully that 1 realized that 
you were going to take military action. Moreover, your 
mouth remained open and that showed you had pronounced 
the word ‘Ju’. In addition, you were pointing towards the 
direction of Ju as well. I think that among all states, Ju is the 
only one that does not obey Qi. That’why I said we are going 
to take military action against Ju. ” Our ears can hear when 
there are some sounds. Nevertheless, Dongguo Ya knew the 
intention of others by examining the expressions on their 
faces and their body language. Thus he could hear without 
using his ears. Therefore, Duke Huan and Guan Zhong could 
not manage to keep their secret even though they were good 
at concealing their plan. So, the sages can hear voiceless 
sounds and see shapeless things. Zhan He, Tian Zifang and 



(**1 



r~i 


788 


14-ifl 

ii#«A. 

*Sift 

1**1 

= B- 

^±£ A*#i»#. $J§fc± . W$t rfn * it. flr 

tt*itt*&MB:“E/hAA.*W«*H.*S«A»;i,«i*r¥? 

5: ifll * jft. ffi a ?- ? a T- ?'" * & EL 0 , “ 'm a ="' & Jft =8 t& a * m &, ifii 


1**1 

* a. 4a s . ft #r * # * i§ i± tfr tr. * ® t « 4 if-1 ^ -Bfr A & * A. 

* it # * -£ Sfc ** *£ A. . # Jfc <t if & £ $ i4 tf ft , -Ht SR ** *£ - i£ 

M*.-* &«***£&«-S’if, -ft >5 #.£A3*,*p* ft 

A o ^ ^ ^ ^ fe it: “ -Vf il *fr ^ it- -- . it> fe ^ if 1 ^ e> A. it 

«.*t.”3|t — Aitf'] 7 #&,#;£#-****£■* *-7 . 

Jit A tf-flt**Sit.:‘ , 4S * A Hb A £ , & p «/r * # «., A * iX. 

* 91 A *p£■*7it. & & p SOL, 3$. &. A>f tK.?” ffl4SJg.it :“fe >■«..”* 

it #■#&,&. A *iSL?"fi *.2.iJt. l “*-a..”Htt,J!i4sft*iii±t*t‘ M 


Lao Dan are people of that kind. 

3. On Apprehending with Inspirations 

Sages can understand each other without expressing 
themselves directly because their intentions can be guessed at 
even before they start to talk. 

A young man living on the coast loved dragonflies. Every 
time he stayed by the sea, he would play with them. More 
than one hundred dragonflies would fly to join him, so he was 
surrounded by these insects. They would not leave him all 
day long. Once his father told him, “ I heard that all 
dragonflies love playing with you. Bring them back home the 
next time and I will play with them. ” The next day, the 
young man went to the sea, hut not a single insect was there. 

Once Sheng Shu told Duke Zhou Dan, “Suppose there 
are many people in a small hall. If you speak in a low voice, 
your nearest neighbour won’t hear you. However, if you 
speak loudly, everyone will know your intent. Would you 
prefer to speak in a low voice or shout loudly?” Duke Zhou 
Dan said, “In a low voice. ” Sheng Shu asked again, “If you 
try to explain one thing implicitly, you cannot make others 
understand it. And it cannot be finished if you do not mention 
it at all. Would you explain it implicitly or just not mention 
it?” Duke Zhou said, “I would rather not mention it.” 
Therefore, Sheng Shu could persuade Duke Zhou Dan 
without saying anything. Duke Zhou Dan could read other 
people’s mind without hearing their points of view directly. 
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That was the so-called being able to figure out the intentions 
of others before they start to talk. Even though Yin hated 
Zhou, it could not rebuke Zhou since it had not heard of 
Zhou ’ s plans and other schemes because Zhou had not 
expressed them directly. King Zhou could not hear them even 
though he was very sceptical because the people of Zhou kept 
silent and only communicated with each other by using 
expressions on their faces and in their eyes. The people of 
Zhou could manage to see shapeless things and hear voiceless 
sounds, so King Zhou could not figure out their secrets even 
though he had deployed numerous spies all across his 
kingdom. If the speaker and the listener are of the same 
inclination and ideals, even the Son of Heaven could not 
manage to alienate them. 

When Confucius went to visit Count Xuezi of Wen, he 
simply left without saying even one word to him. Zigong 
asked, “Master, you have wished so sincerely to see Count 
Xuezi of Wen for a long time. But why didn’t you say even 
one word with him?” Confucius said, “Well, as for a person 
like him, you realize that he has grasped Tao as soon as you 
see him. That cannot be articulated. ” Hence, the sages know 
the ideals of their peers before they meet each other and they 
understand the hearts and ideals of their peers immediately 
after they come into contact with each other since they are all 
in agreement with the principle of Heaven. Do they need to 
resort to expressions to know each other? 

Once Duke Bai asked Confucius, “Should I talk with 
others obliquely?” Confucius did not answer him. Duke Bai 
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said, “Talking with others obliquely is as secret as throwing a 
stone into the water without anybody else knowing it. What 
do you think of that?” Confucius said, “The divers can get 
it. ” Duke Bai said, “That is also like pouring some water into 
water and nobody else knowing about it. What do you think 
of that?” Confucius said, “If you mix the water of the Zi 
River and that of the Mian River together, Yi Ya can 
differentiate them after he tastes the water. ” Duke Bai asked, 
“From this point of view, shouldn ’ t I talk with others 
implicitly then?” Confucius said, “Why not? But you can only 
talk obliquely with those who really know the meaning of 
words. ” Nevertheless, Duke Bai could not understand that. 
If the real meaning of words can be mastered in advance, it is 
no longer necessary to express something with words. Words 
are attachments to thoughts. A fisherman will have to wet his 
clothing and a hunter must chase after wild animals. 
Nonetheless, it is against their own will to do so. Therefore, 
the perfect word is to put words into disuse, and the perfect 
action is to take no concrete action at all. As for people with 
shallow intelligence, they will pay attention to the trifling 
details. That accounted for Duke Bai ’ death while he was 
confined in prison. 

Once Duke Huan of the state of Qi held a meeting in 
which sovereigns of all feudatories participated, and the 
sovereign of Wei was the last one to arrive. Duke Huan held 
court to plan with Guan Zhong to attack Wei. After that, he 
went to the palace of sleep. When Madam Wei saw Duke 
Huan, she stepped down into the hall, bowed to him twice 
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and implored him to forgive the mistake of the sovereign of 
Wei. Duke Huan said, “I am not at odds with the state of 
Wei. Why are you asking me to forgive him?” Madam Wei 
said, “I just saw you stride angrily into the palace of sleep, so 
I knew you must have planned to attack another state. And 
when you saw me, 1 caught the puzzled expression on your 
face. So, I know that you are going to launch military action 
against Wei. ” The next morning, Duke Huan went to court, 
bowed to Guan Zhong and invited him to come up to him. 
Guan Zhong asked, “Your Majesty, have you given up the 
plan for attacking Wei?” Duke Huan asked, “How could you 
know that?” Guan Zhong said, “When you held court, you 
bowed to me so politely, and you also looked compunctious 
when you saw me. So 1 could figure that out. ” Duke Huan 
said, “Excellent! I have Zhong Fu to take charge of 
government affairs. Also my wife is there to take charge of 
family affairs inside the palace. Therefore, 1 know that 1 will 
not be derided by sovereigns of other states. ” Duke Huan 
tried to conceal his intention by not expressing it directly with 
words. Nonetheless, Guan Zhong could read his mind by 
watching the subtle changes on his face and in his voice. His 
wife could read his mind by watching his gait and facial 
expressions. His thoughts were as clear as bright candles in 
the dark even though he did not speak anything directly. 

Duke Xiang of the state of Jin asked someone to pass on a 
message to the Son of Heaven of the Zhou Dynasty as 
follows; “The sovereign of our state has been confined to bed 
for some time. Augury showed that the deity of Mount San 
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Tu has haunted him. So, he sent me here to ask for your 
permission to allow us to traverse your territory to go to 
Mount San Tu to hold a ceremony to pray for good fortune 
with the deity there. ” The Son of Heaven of the Zhou 
Dynasty gave permission. After the Son of Heaven held court 
to receive the messenger according to the rules of propriety, 
he left and went back to Jin. Chang Hong told Liu 
Kanggong; “It is a nice thing for the state of Jin to go to 
Mountain San Tu to pray for good fortune with the deity 
there, and their messenger has been treated with respect by 
the Son of Heaven. Nevertheless, the messenger looked so 
fierce. I am afraid that Jin might take military action against 
us. Please keep on high alert. ” Liu Kanggong then deployed 
chariots and soldiers and ordered them to watch vigilantly. 
As expected, Jin pretended to hold a ceremony but in the 
meantime, twelve thousand troops led by Yangzi were 
dispatched secretly. They marched through Ji Jin, attacked 
the residences of the Man Peoples and ruined three states 
there—Liao, Ruan and Liang. That showed that the intention 
of Jin was not in accordance with reality. However, the sages 
were perspicuous enough to detect it, so Chang Hong was 
very cautious about it. Therefore, things should not be 
judged by the words of others exclusively. It is safe only 
when the inner meaning of these words can be mastered. 

4. The Discrepancies Between Words and Thoughts 



Words are used to express thoughts. It is very ominous 
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and dangerous if words do not match thoughts. The vogue of 
some hadly governed states is that rumours are prevalent, but 
the truth of things is overlooked. If this is the case, people 
are concerned with slandering or glorifying each other, 
building up their own cliques, proclaiming their opinions 
arrogantly and rampant blustering. Thus the difference 
between sensible people and unworthy ones will be blurred. 
Governing a state under such circumstances, even a sage 
.sovereign will feel perplexed. Needless to say, it is beyond 
the limits of the fatuous and unworthy ones. The problem of 
muddle-headed people is that they do not consider themselves 
muddle-headed. Hence, people who have mastered Tao can 
comprehend something when they feel perplexed, and they 
also can distinguish the light when they are in the dark. 
Normally, sovereigns who will be toppled and whose states 
will be ruined do not feel perplexed and as a result, they are 
put by fate on the same track with Jie, Zhou, King You and 
King Li of the Zhou Dynasty. From this point of view, these 
sovereigns have all followed the same path. 

Many people in the state of Zheng used to write letters to 
attack each other. Zichan issued an edict to stop people doing 
so, but Deng Xi twisted the law advisedly. Zichan issued an 
edict to stop people twisting the law, but Deng Xi 
misinterpreted it deliberately. Zichan issued various edicts, 
but Deng Xi managed to counteract them endlessly. Under 
such circumstances, the standard between right and wrong 
was blurred. If awards and punishments were dispensed in 
this case, the more severe the penalties were, the worse the 
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situation of the state would be. That would be a taboo for all 
sovereigns. Thus, a person can be regarded as hypocritical if 
he is sophisticated and his expressions are not in accordance 
with logic. A person can be regarded as deceitful if his 
acumen is against reason. Sage sovereigns of ancient times 
would sentence the hypocritical and the deceitful ones to 
death. Whether an action is right or wrong should only be 
judged by logic and reason. 

Once the Wei River had a big tide and a wealthy man 
from the state of Zheng fell into the water and drowned. 
Another man salvaged the corpse. The family members of the 
wealthy man offered to pay some ransom to buy back the 
corpse, but the finder wanted a huge amount of money. The 
family members of the wealthy man went to complain about it 
to Deng Xi, but Deng Xi said, “Don’t worry. No one else 
will buy the corpse from him. ” The man who had salvaged 
the corpse worried when he heard that. He also went to 
complain about it to Deng Xi. Deng Xi told him, “Don’t 
worry. They could not buy the corpse from anyone else. ” 
The slanderers who are engaged in attacking the loyal court 
officials are very similar to that. If the loyal officials have not 
accomplished great achievements or won over the support of 
the common people, they will be libelled because they have 
not made any contribution and are not supported by the 
common people. However, if they have accomplished great 
achievements and won over the support of the common 
people, they will be defamed because they have made 
contributions and are also supported by the common people. 
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Thus the fatuous sovereigns cannot manage to know the truth 
of things. Isn’t that woeful? For this reason, Bi Gan and 
Chang Hong were sentenced to death, Jizi and Shang Rong 
were very poor and powerless, Duke Zhou and Duke Zhao 
were distrusted, and Fan li and Wu Zixu were exiled and 
forced to live in the wild. Moreover, it is on this account that 
whether people will live or die, whether a state will survive or 
perish or whether it will be safe or fall into severe trouble 
depend. 

While Zichan was in charge of government affairs of the 
state of Zheng, Deng Xi was doing everything against him. 
He made an agreement with people who were embroiled in 
lawsuits and told them that those wishing to learn how to 
settle a big lawsuit should give him a coat and those wishing 

to learn how to settle a small lawsuit should give him a jacket 

* 

and a pair of trousers. As a result, large numbers of people 
were learning how to settle lawsuits. They turned things 
upside down and reversed right and wrong. The standard for 
judging things changed every day. All cases were judged 
according to individual will. The state of Zheng was in chaos 
and the common people were very confused. Zichan worried 
about the situation very much, so he executed Deng Xi and 
displayed the corpse in public to appease the common people. 
Thus the people calmed down, the standard between right 
and wrong was established, and the law was executed 
properly. Nowadays, almost all sovereigns want to put their 
state in order, but none of them takes action to execute 
people like Deng Xi. Therefore, their states will become more 
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and more chaotic. 

A man of the state of Qi served another person. Once his 
master was killed, but this man would not die for his sake. 
He met an acquaintance on the road. The acquaintance asked 
him, “Are you sure that you wouldn’t die for him?” The man 
said, “Yes, I am sure. People serve others because they can 
take advantages for themselves by doing so. It is not 
profitable at all for me to die for him, so I won’t do it. ” The 
acquaintance asked, “Aren’t you feeling embarrassed to see 
others if you don’t die for him?” The man asked, “What do 
you mean? Do you think that I can see others after death?” 
And he repeated his words several times. It is against the 
principle of righteousness if a person will not die for his 
sovereign or master. But this man argued very irrationally to 
defend his unrighteous activity. Obviously, things should not 
be judged according to words exclusively. Words are the 
exterior reflections of thoughts. It is wrong to pay too much 
attention to exterior reflections and overlook thoughts. Thus 
ancient people would no longer listen to the words of others 
after they grasped their thoughts. In order to know the 
thoughts of other people, we need to listen to their words. 
However, if we cannot manage to figure out their thoughts 
after we have listened to their words, their words must be 
nothing but petulant expressions. 

A person called Chunyu Kun from the state of Qi 
persuaded the king of Wei with the strategy of building up an 
alliance composed of the military forces of the six states to act 
against the state of Qin. The king of Wei admired this idea 
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and considered it very reasonable. He then had ten carriages 
harnessed to escort Chunyu Kun to the sate of Chu to 
negotiate this plan with its sovereign. Before he left, he 
persuaded the king of Wei to adopt the strategy of associating 
the six states to serve the state of Qin together. The king 
then cancelled Chun’s journey to Chu. Thus, both the plans 
of Chunyu Kun resulted in failure. From this point of view, it 
would be much better if he did not have so much ability and 
was not that skilful and eloquent in suggesting things. The 
figure of Chui was sculpted on the caldron of the Zhou 
Dynasty. Nonetheless, Chui bites his own finger in this 
picture. That picture reflects the intention of the ancient 
kings—it is inadvisable to be too skilful. 

5. The Sophisticated Words 

People could not communicate with each other without 
words. Nonetheless, it could lead to confusion if the words of 
others are believed indiscriminately. There are words within 
words, and these inner words are thoughts. It is fine if words 
are in accordance with thoughts because all words are means 
used to express thoughts. On the other hand, if words do not 
match thoughts, it will be useless for the sovereign to listen 
to them. Moreover, the words and deeds of his inferiors will 
not match each other. Nothing could be more ominous. 

During the meeting at Kong Xiong, the state of Qin and 
the state of Zhao drew up an agreement with each other which 
stated, “From now on, if Qin wants to do something, Zhao 
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should do whatever it can to help Qin, and if Zhao wants to 
do something, Qin should do whatever it can to help Zhao. ” 
Shortly after that, Qin dispatched troops to attack the state of 
Wei. Zhao wanted to rescue Wei. The king of Qin was not 
happy with Zhao. He sent out a messenger to condemn the 
king of Zhao, “It is said in the agreement made between our 
two states, ‘If Qin wants to do something, Zhao should do 
whatever it can to help Qin, and if Zhao wants to do 
something, Qin should do whatever it can to help Zhao. ’ We 
are taking military action against Wei right now, but you are 
going to assist it. That is against our agreement. ” The king 
of Zhao told this story to the Lord of Pingyuan. The Lord of 
Pingyuan told Gongsun Long. Gongsun Long said, “That’s 
easy. Your Majesty can also send a messenger to Qin to 
condemn its king as follows; ‘ We want to rescue Wei. 
Nevertheless, the king of Qin does not help our state. That is 
against our agreement. ’” 

Kong Chuan and Gongsun Long were debating with each 
other at the Lord of Pingyuan’s place. All their arguments 
were erudite and eloquent. When it came to the topic on 
whether or not a goat had three ears, Gongsun Long insisted 
that the goat had three ears and his opinions sounded very 
logical and unassailable. Kong Chuan did not say anything in 
reply and after a while, he said good-bye to them and left. 
The next morning, Kong Chuan came over to visit the Lord 
of Pingyuan. The Lord of Pingyuan told him, “How logical 
and unassailable Gongsun Long’s arguments were 
yesterday!” Kong Chuan said, “Yes, they were. It sounded 



m 


809 


B 

ft 

ft 

« 

¥ 

£ 

K 

# 



810 


1**1 

m m m (si =f m, m m=w a *tn m # *, «t * w 5p a # bs * « &, * & 

*JttBM4'K*“«0 w .H“ft35-; < ‘*«|ISn?"0“iEH’ , »“a 

I4S1 

■2.*4*7. ***»*,^#2f»lf«li,ii(,4l' 
=. x 4 * m ffl * . 4s £+* ip # # *> *t i it 4 # « * 4 * «l & A , is- ¥ £ 
tt*Attn 8*4*7.£* 

W«.*?”+ ££ft #feJ £. # — A,-f *3&:“ffi ** 4fll 
11##t&7 ." 

«t,tt.3C.*ipilt - APB4AA”»itft.«.*-TArai4#*l 7*P.£,4p*fc 
“A W JL« 4fcft* —T &»t 41, **.“**. fll&ttBf 

A”. it & 

«-f .®M“IJ:iT". «-%4*, $5 

* + ***. + *(.« 

* 4i45fe, ta.41- it fit 7 , A 46 *\ * ii-fr * , *] 

A*, If „ 

£B#*^*^**A,*7—4fcftJ*.L ■*•«., jfJL 


like he could almost make a goat develop three ears. Despite 
his eloquence, his opinion was unjustified. And I want to ask 
you a question. Well, it is false to claim that a goat have 
three ears even though you need to argue hard to back up that 
argument; it is true to reality to say that a goat has two ears 
even though it does not need any further explanation. Which 
opinion do you agree with? The easy and true one, or the 
difficult and false one?” The Lord of Pingyuan did not say 
anything to answer his question. The next day, the Lord of 
Pingyuan told Gongsun Long, “Please do not debate with 
Kong Chuan any more. ” 

Count Zhuang, the prime minister of the state of Chu, 
asked his father to observe the location of the sun to tell how 
late it was. But his father said, “The sun is in the sky.” 
Count Zhuang asked him to observe the movement of the sun. 
But he replied, “The sun is round. ” Count Zhuang asked him 
to check the time. But he said, “The time is right now.” 
Count Zhuang asked his janitor to prepare to travel. The 
janitor said, “There is no horse.” He ordered a servant to 
fetch his hat but was told, “You are wearing it. ” He asked 
the age of a horse. The man in charge of raising livestock 
said, “It has twelve back teeth. If you add the front teeth, it 
has thirty all together. ” 

Once a man had vowed that the slave of another family 
would not escape. But the slave escaped eventually. Count 
Zhuang settled this lawsuit and according to his judgment, 
the cautioner was innocent. 

In the state of Song, there was a man known as Chengzi. 
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Once he lost a black coat, so he went to look for it. He saw a 
woman wearing a black suit walking along the road. He 
stopped her and demanded her suit. He said. “I have lost a 
black suit today. ” The woman said, “Although you have lost 
a black suit, this one is mine. 1 made it myself.” Chengzi 
said, “You’d better give me this suit immediately. The one I 
just lost was made of silk. And this suit you are wearing is 
made of hemp. Aren’t you taking advantage of me by trading 
this hemp suit for my silk suit?” 

The king of Song asked Tang Yang, the prime minister 
of his state, “I have already killed so many people, but the 
court officials are less and less in dread of me. What do you 
think the reason is?” Tang Yang said, “Because all those you 
have killed are evildoers. Of course the good people are not 
afraid if you only execute the evil ones. If you want all of 
them to be afraid of you, you’d better punish people from 
time to time without making any investigation to differentiate 
whether they are good or evil. Thus everyone will be afraid of 
you. ” Shortly after that, the sovereign of Song killed Tang 
Yang. It would have been better if Tang Yang did not answer 
his question at all. 

Huizi helped King Hui of the state of Wei formulate the 
law. After the task was finished, it was shown in public and 
everyone extolled it. Huizi then brought it to King Hui and 
King Hui thought it was excellent. He showed it to Zhai Jian 
and asked for his opinion about it. “It is excellent,” said Zhai 
Jian. King Hui asked, “Is it practical?” Zhai Jian said, “No, 
it is not practical. ” King Hui asked, “You have just said that 
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it was excellent. Why isn’t it practical?” Zhai Jian replied, 
“Nowadays, when people carry huge tree-trunks together, 
those in the front of the procession will take the lead to sing a 
work song and the others will respond to it. That is good for 
synchronizing the movement for carrying the huge tree 
trunks. Why do they sing this work song instead of the tunes 
of Zheng or Wei? Because those decadent tunes are not 
suitable in this case. Governing a state is somewhat the same 
as carrying huge tree-trunks. We should also use suitable 
laws. ” 

6. On Perseverance 

It is not true to reality even though some perspicuous 
intellectuals think that they have mastered Tao. Nonetheless, 
they cannot be rendered speechless when they encounter 
something. Even though they might be left without an 
argument, no one knows for sure whether it means good 
fortune or misfortune. It will lead to good fortune if their 
perspicuity is used to master the useful principles and 
illustrate morality and justice; it will lead to misfortune if 
their perspicuity is used to cover up errors and make fools of 
the unintelligent people. The reason why people of ancient 
times had paid attention to excellent drivers was that these 
drivers could he used to drive away ferocious people and stop 
wicked conducts. 

King Hui of the state of Wei told Huizi, “People who 
had been in power during old times had to be sensible. I am 
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really not as sensible as you are, so 1 hope to devolve my 
authority over the state onto you. ” Huizi rejected this offer. 
King Hui persisted in persuading Huizi to accept this idea and 
said, “If I do not keep the state as my private possession but 
devolve it onto a sensible person like you, I think we can stop 
the avarice and competition for power and advantage among 
the people. Please do listen to me in this case, sir. ” Huizi 
said, “Judging from what Your Majesty have said, I cannot 
accept it. You are the sovereign of a big state with ten 
thousand chariots and you want to stop the avarice and 
competition among the people by devolving the authority over 
the state onto someone else. As for a powerless ordinary 
person like me, though 1 have the chance to take over such a 
big state, I refuse to accept the offer. From my point of 
view, I think it is more helpful in stopping the avarice and 
competition among the people this way. ” King Hui told Huizi 
that people who had been in power during old times must 
have been sensible. In history, the sensible and virtuous 
person who had accepted the authority over the world from 
another person was Shun. In this case. King Hui wanted 
Huizi to be a Shun. The sensible and virtuous person who 
had rejected taking over the authority over the world was Xu 
You. In this case, Huizi himself wanted to be a Xu You. The 
sensible and virtuous person who had devolved the authority 
over the world onto another person was Yao. In this case, 
King Hui wanted to be a Yao. However, people like Yao, 
Shun and Xu You gained their fame and honour not simply by 
devolving, accepting or rejecting the authority over the 
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world, they also had other virtues to match these activities. 
In this case, both King Hui and Huizi were not of great 
integrity, but they hoped to become another Yao, Shun or Xu 
You. Therefore, King Hui went into mourning, confined 
himself in Juan and later offered to submit to the authority of 
the state of Qi. , But King Wei of Qi would not accept him. 
Huizi disguised himself and took a carriage to escape, but he 
almost lost his life even before he crossed the border of Wei. 
Hence, one should always behave honestly rather than resort 
to flukes. 

Once Kuang Zhang was talking with Huizi in front of 
King Hui of the state of Wei and he said, “Why do you think 
the farmers will kill the locusts immediately after they catch 
them? Because they cause great damage to the crops. Every 
time you go out, ihere must be hundreds of carriages and 
attendants walking on foot to escort you. Even the least 
luxurious procession will have dozens of carriages and 
attendants. All these people are like locusts. They reap 
where they have not sown and cause great damage to the 
crops (referring to the state).” King Hui said, “It is very 
difficult for Huizi to reply to you with words. But I still want 
him to give us his opinion on this matter.” Huizi said, “In 
order to build a protective wall, many people must work 
together. Some are standing on top of it pounding the marl 
with heavy pestles, some are carrying the marl in dustpans on 
the back, and some are holding rulers and measuring to check 
whether it is built according to the plans. People like me are 
those who hold the rulers to inspect the work. If all the 
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skilful women changed into silk, they could not make silk 
fabric any more; if all the talented carpenters changed into 
timber, they could not make any furniture or wooden 
buildings any more; if all the sages changed into farmers, 
there would be no one to administer the farmers any more. I 
am one of those who are in charge of the farmers. Why did 
you say that I am similar to a locust?” Huizi regarded 
governing the state of Wei as his most important task. 
Nonetheless, he could not manage to put it in order. During 
the time when King Hui was in power, the troops of Wei 
were defeated twenty times in fifty battles, countless people 
were killed, and even the beloved generals and sons of King 
Hui were held captive. People all over the world laughed at 
the stupidity of Iluizi’s methods for governing the state, and 
they all enumerated his mistakes. As a result. King Hui was 
forced to ask the chief court historian of the Son of Heaven of 
the Zhou Dynasty to cancel “the Second Father”, the title 
conferred on Huizi. Using Huizi’s tactic, the troops of Wei 
had surrounded Han Dan for three years but could not 
conquer it. Both the soldiers and the common people were 
exhausted and the treasury became empty. Moreover, armies 
of all the other states started to come to the relief of Han 
Dan. The common people were condemning Huizi, and 
sovereigns of other states were slandering him. King Hui was 
forced to apologize to Zhai Jian and use his tactics again, thus 
he finally managed to maintain the state. Nevertheless, the 
state had been greatly harmed from then on with so many 
precious things plundered by the invaders and so many lands 
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ceded to other states. Being conferred the title of “the Second 
Father of the State” was a great honour, and refusing to take 
over the state was considered sublime. But Huizi had used 
very dangerous and unpractical ideas to advise King Hui. And 
King Hui was not at all wise since he had used these ideas. If 
a state is under the supervision of an unwise sovereign, 
nothing could cause more severe damage than that to people 
all over the world. Fortunately, only the state of Wei had 
taken Huizi’s ideas. Nominally, he was administrating the 
state, but actually, he was posing severe threats to people all 
over the world. No wonder Kuang Zhang had blamed Huizi 
for this. Didn’t he deserve blame? 

When Bai Gui first met Huizi, Huizi advised Bai Gui 
with his tactics on how to strengthen the national power. Bai 
Gui did not find one word to contradict him. After Huizi left, 
Bai Gui told others, “When a couple are newly married, the 
bride should watch her behaviour and act humbly. Her eyes 
should look gentle and her gait should be slow and decent. 
Suppose that she notices the firebrand held by the servant is 
too bright, she says,‘The firebrand is too bright. ’ And when 
she goes into a room, she finds a pothole in the ground and 
says, ‘Fill this hole. Otherwise it could hurt a foot. ’ There 
is nothing wrong with her way of noticing things, but it is not 
suitable to act this way as a new bride. I just saw Huizi for 
the first time today and his words also sounded somewhat the 
same as those of that bride. ” When Huizi heard this, he said, 
“No, Bai Gui is wrong. It is said in Shijing, ‘The sublime 
and virtuous gentlemen should act as if they were parents of 
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the common people. ’ I am a gentleman of sublime and virtue, 
so I can also act as the parent of the common people. How 
long should parents wait to educate their own children? Why 
did he compare me with that bride? Does anything is 
mentioned about ‘the Sublime and Virtuous Bride’ in any 
poem of Shijing ?” Attacking the slanderers with slanders and 
stopping the wicked ones with wicked conducts mean that 
there will be no difference between the attackers and those 
who are being attacked by them. When Huizi heard that Bai 
Gui said he had gone too far in trying to give him lessons 
when they met for the first time, he attacked Bai Gui. 
Moreover, he also regarded himself as the parent of Bai Gui. 
His mistake was much more severe than that of Bai Gui. 

7. On Repartee 

Bai Gui told King Hui of the state of Wei, “When 
cooking chicken in the huge cauldron produced in Shi Qiu, if 
you pour in a little more water, the chicken will be too 
tasteless to eat. If you pour in a little less water, the chicken 
will become burned before it is done. Even though the 
cauldron produced in Shi Qiu looks huge and magnificent, it 
is indeed of no use. I think Huizi’s ideas arc somewhat the 
same as that huge cauldron.” When Huizi heard that, he 
said, “That is absolutely wrong. If all the officers and 
soldiers of our armies were hungry and crowding around the 
cauldron to wait for something to eat, they could put the big 
cooking pot on top of it, and nothing would be more useful 
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and suitable than that cauldron. ” When Bai Gui heard that, 
he said, “Possibly the only function of that caldron is to hold 
the cooking pot. ” Bai Gui ’ s comment on Huizi was wrong, 
since he excessively looked down upon the king of Wei. He 
even thought Huizi’s ideas sounded good but were of no use 
at all. It means that the king of Wei had conferred the title of 
“the Second Father”on a person holding useless ideas and also 
mistaken such a person for being perfect. 

Once Gongsun Long was trying to persuade King Zhao of 
the state of Yan to eliminate military forces. King Zhao said, 
“Certainly! I’d like to discuss this topic with you. ” Gongsun 
Long said, “Privately, 1 do not think that Your Majesty are 
really going to eliminate military forces. ” “Why do you think 
so?” asked King Zhao. Gongsun Long said, “At the time 
when you were thinking of attacking Qi, you had supported 
all the outstanding intellectuals of the world who were 
backing you up and intended to defeat Qi as well. You also 
had supported those who knew the forts, dangerous roads 
and the relationship between the sovereign and the court 
officials of Qi. Nevertheless, you did not accept those who 
knew the actual conditions in Qi but were not keen to attack 
it. After you finally defeated Qi, you were very proud of this 
achievement. Now you say that you are going to eliminate 
military forces, but I realize that all the foreigners whom you 
have invited and supported here at your court are good at 
tactics. Therefore, I know that you are not going to eliminate 
military forces as you claimed. ” King Zhao could not find 
even one word to answer him. 
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Sima Xi was attacking the argument for stopping all 
military actions held by a scholar of the Mohist School named 
Shi in front of the king of the state of Zhong Shan. He said, 
“Are you proposing to stop all military actions in the world?” 
“Yes,” said Shi, the scholar of the Moist School. Sima Xi 
said, “Suppose that His Majesty are going to dispatch troops 
to attack the state of Yan, are you going to condemn him for 
that?” Shi said, “From this point of view, do you agree with 
attacking Yan, my dear prime minister?” “Yes,” said Sima 
Xi. Shi asked, “ Suppose that the troops of Zhao are 
dispatched to attack Zhong Shan, do you agree with that 
too?” Sima Xi could not find a word to reply to this question. 

Once Lu Shuo told Zhou Po, “If you do not pay attention 
to the state of Zhao, people all over the world will follow 
you.” Zhou Po said, “I hope that people of the world will 
follow me. It is good for Qin if this is the case. ” Lu Shuo 
asked, “Are you going to benefit Qin then?” “Yes,” said 
Zhou Po, “I want to benefit Qin.” Lu Shuo suggested to 
him, “If you are going to benefit Qin, why not just do it and 
let others follow you?” 

The state of Wei sent Meng Ang to take charge of ceding 
the lands of Jiang, Fen and An Yi to the state of Qin. The 
king of Qin was very happy with him, so he sent Qi Gu to 
Wei to persuade the king of Wei to appoint Meng Ang to be 
minister of education and cultural affairs of Wei. The king of 
Wei was not happy and he told Qi Gu, “Meng Ang is one of 
my court officials. I would rather appoint a servant to be 
minister of education and cultural affairs in stead of using 
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Meng Ang. Please beg His Majesty of your state to give me 
another order. ” Qi Gu went out and encountered Meng Ang 
in the yard. Meng Ang asked, “How are things going?” Qi 
Gu said, “Your sovereign looks down upon you so much that 
he said he’d rather use a servant to be minister of education 
and cultural affairs instead of using you. ” Meng Ang went to 
see the king of Wei and asked, “What did the messenger from 
Qin say?” The king said, “He asked me to appoint you to be 
minister of education and cultural affairs of our state. ” Meng 
Ang asked again, “What did you say?” The king said, “I 
would rather use a servant instead of you. ” Meng Ang 
groaned and said, “No wonder that you are controlled by 
Qin. Why are you suspicious of me just because the sovereign 
of Qin is good to me? If you ordered a cow to carry the maps 
of Jiang, Fen and An Yi to Qin, the cow would be treated 
very well there too. Even though I am unworthy, am I not as 
good as a cow? Moreover, before I arrived in Qin, you sent 
three generals there in advance to tell the sovereign of Qin to 
treat me with dignity as if you were there in person. You did 
so because you had thought so much of me. And now you are 
treating me with indignity. If you send me to Qin later on to 
ask them to fulfil their promises, will they listen to me any 
more even though I am a person of sagacity and virtue?” 
Three days later, the king of Wei promised Qi Gu to use 
Meng Ang. A sovereign appoints some people to high 
positions because these people are of great use to the state. 
Meng Ang received a high position because he took charge of 
ceding some territory to Qin. Would there be enough lands 




I/SSC1 

4-¥£cp%mmx&M»B> Jianfe. 

®m%£B .-mrart 

ft^^i? B I0:‘‘fl.’’XS:“*^l?”IB:“#l.’’X0:“i 

14-iil 

7 -£ ^ i it, 4 a hL it 4 cp *f #.;J 7 ft. #j- ad- 2 'f V . *t * tfr 

#**£»■»*£ 7 #.#-£? *!•«*«« *,-*,&*&** 

ft, $. ft **.#)'!'ft? ftiitifps 7 

4iA**,±Fatt*t*#rfl***:tt*i*4.*.i,*i**| 


4H4l*f. 4Mt*t*iit«“*T ♦»*.** Hi,’•P-^**?”*iiJL: 


“*. * **."*#. X. * * JJt *. X 44“ *0 *. * - + fr ■*■?"4t i 
«. :“■*. 4 #■ ** .”** 5L *L : “te *» 4 a * * *T ft* A & , * i ^ * 

•6 *%?”*itt, ,, *ifr ."ft**,: “* A £ iL t A* * 4*« , ft <Kj 

tt.”*iit:“«.tt*.*i7 ."-f ^^t#4aii-fto 4§1£*-4 *t7 
*. ,±4*/^R.«t*4,**■.*,# 


for him to cede later on? All court officials wish to obtain 
powerful high positions. Meng Ang helped Qin obtain the 
lands it wanted and in return, Qin helped Meng Ang obtain 
the position he wished for. Both of them were compensated, 
so what else could they demand from each other? Even if Wei 
was strong, it could not accuse those who were not in debt, 
let alone it was weak. By appointing Meng Ang to be minister 
of education and cultural affairs, the king of Wei lost the 
chance for demanding some better conditions from Qin. That 
was unskillful. 

After the king of Qin enthroned himself to be King of the 
world, Xu Wan, the chief official of Yi Yang, tried to trick 
the king of Wei into going to Qin to worship the usurper. The 
king was ready to go there. Wei Jing remonstrated with him 
and said, “Which area do you think is more important? He 
Nei or Da Liang?” “Da Liang is more important,” said the 
king. Wei Jing continued, “What do you think is more 
important, Da Liang or the life of Your Majesty?” “My life is 
more important,” replied the king. Wei Jing asked again, “If 
Qin wants the land of He Nei, would you agree?” “No,” said 
the king. Wei Jing said, “Among the three above-mentioned 
things. He Nei is the least important one, and your life is the 
most important one. You would not let them get the least 
important one but agree to give the most important one, 
yourself, to them. I do not think that it is wise to do so. ” 
The king said, “Oh! I see. ” He then gave up the journey to 
Qin. Even though Qin won the war in Chang Ping, it had 
taken three years to gain the victory. Both the common 
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people and the soldiers were exhausted and foodstuffs were 
running out. At that time, the West Zhou and the East Zhou 
were still in existence, and the territory north of Da Liang 
was still controlled by Wei. Moreover, Wei occupied the land 
of Tao and some cities and towns of the state of Wei as well. 
As a result, it had gained about six hundred square li of 
territory. Under such circumstances, it was too early for 
them to worship Qin. The king should have known that even 
before Wei Jing persuaded him. Taking action at the 
unsuitable time was just as dangerous as not taking action at 
the right time. Occasions for doing things should be 
scrutinized thoroughly. 

8. The Prerequisites to Success 

Without a bowstring, no target could be hit, even 
though we have both great archers such as Yi and Pang Meng 
and the best bow named Fan Kuo. A bowstring is one of the 
prerequisites, even though it is not the exclusive one for 
hitting the target. Similarly, there arc also some prerequisites 
for achieving great success as well. If these prerequisites are 
not possessed, even people more sensible and virtuous than 
Tang and King Wu will not succeed even though they might 
have worked hard. Tang used to be indigent while he was in 
Yi and Bo. King Wu was very poor and powerless when he 
was in Bi and Cheng. Yi Yin used to be a servant working in 
the kitchen. Duke Tai, also known as Lii Wang, used to 
catch fish along the Wei River. At those moments, they were 
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not less sensible, virtuous or intelligent compared with the 
time when they had accomplished great achievements. 
Nonetheless, they were forced to suffer from these hardships 
because the prerequisites for reaching great achievements 
were not ready. Hence, whoever wants to accomplish great 
achievements and gain fame should have the prerequisites 
ready first even though he might be sensible and wise. Thus 
can he succeed. 

When Mi Zijian was appointed to administer Dan Fu, he 
was afraid that the sovereign of Lu would listen to the 
slanderers and impede him in administering it according to his 
own ideas. Before he was ready to leave for Dan Fu, he asked 
the sovereign of Lu to send two favourites to accompany him 
there. After they arrived in Dan Fu, all the local officials 
came to welcome them. Mi Zijian asked these two officials to 
register. However, Mi Zijian jogged their elbows from time 
to time while they were writing. Thus their handwriting was 
bad and Mi Zijian was angry with them. These two officials 
were terrified and asked for his permission to leave. Mi Zijian 
said, “You two cannot write correctly. Leave immediately.” 
The two then went back to report to the sovereign of Lu and 
said, “It is impossible to act as the secretaries of Mi Zijian. ” 
“Why?” asked the sovereign of Lu. The two officials replied, 
“Well, he asked us to write down something, but then he 
jogged our elbows from time to time while we were writing. 
Then he was angry with us since we could not write 
correctly. All the local officials there were laughing at him 
because of that. That’s why we gave up our posts and came 
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back.” The sovereign of Lu groaned and said slowly, “Mi 
Zijian is trying to persuade me this way to help me realize my 
unworthiness, since I impeded him in popularizing his own 
ideas. I think this kind of thing must have happened several 
times. I would have made a big mistake without the two of 
you. ” He then sent another favourite to Dan Fu to tell Mi 
Zijian, “From now on, the land of Dan Fu does not belong to 
me any more. You are the owner of it and please do 
everything you want to do with it, if it is advantageous and 
useful. You can simply report the gist of your policies to me 
in five years. ” Mi Zijian humbly promised to do that. After 
that, he could administer Dan Fu according to his own ideas. 
Three years later, Wu Maqi wore rugs and a shabby fur coat 
to investigate the actual situation of the moral education in 
Dan Fu. He saw a man fishing at night. To his wonder, the 
man set the fish free after he caught them. Wu Maqi asked 
him, “Everyone goes fishing in order to catch fish. Why did 
you put the fish back into the water after you have caught 
them?” The man said, “Mi Zijian does not allow us to catch 
small fish. Those I put back into the water were all small 
ones. ” Wu Maqi went back and told Confucius, “Mi Zijian’s 
virtue is perfect. The common people behave themselves so 
lawfully in private as if they were under the supervision of the 
strictest criminal law. How could Mi Zijian manage to achieve 
that?” Confucius said, “Once I told him, ‘If you are honest in 
the heart, all your ideas can be popularized outside. ’ 1 think 
Mi Zijian has taken this advice in governing Dan Fu. ” The 
reason why Mi Zijian was able to take this advice was that the 
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sovereign of the state of Lu realized his own mistakes. And 
the sovereign of Lu realized that because Mi Zijian had been 
prepared in advance. Nevertheless, the sovereign of Lu 
certainly should have realized that even though Mi Zijian had 
been prepared? That accounted for the sagacity and wisdom of 
the sovereign. As for a baby of three months old, even 
though there are sedan chair and official robe in front of him, 
he does not long for them. He does not fear even though 
there is an executioner’s axe hanging over him. Nonetheless, 
he can understand the love of his mother because of the 
absolute sincerity of her true feelings. Hence, being sincere, 
and more sincere, is in accordance with true feelings. Being 
faithful, and more faithful, is in accordance with the innate 
nature. Even lifeless things such as water, wood and stone 
can be moved with faithfulness and sincerity, let alone a 
warm-hearted human being. Therefore, nothing is more 
important than remaining pure-hearted in advising others or 
governing a state. Listening to others expressing their 
sadness with words, people would be moved more deeply 
when they see tears in their eyes; listening to others 
expressing their wrath with words, people would be touched 
more deeply when they see them fighting their foes in a close 
battle. If a sovereign does not remain pure-hearted when 
advising others or administering the people of his state, 
people will not be moved deeply. 



